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INTRODUCTION. 



God is, from all eternity, self-existing 
— in His Triune Divinity, of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, self-sufficient. 
He created, first the Angels, for His 
love and service, bestowing on them 
the knowledge of good and evil, and 
leaving them free will. Myriads, led 
on by the archangel Lucifer, abused 
this power, revolted from the design of 
their creation, and were cast from the 
favour and presence of God for ever. 
The rest of the heavenly host were, at 
the same instant, confirmed in perfec- 
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INTRODUCTION. 



tion and bliss, beyond the possibility of 
forfeiture. To fill the vacant places of 
the fallen angels, God next created man, 
to whom He also gave free will, which 
he perverted; and who, revolting like- 
wise from the design of his creation, 
incurred the punishment of eternal death. 
To rescue him from this fate, and yet 
to satisfy the insulted Majesty of God, 
was impossible to all but God ; there- 
fore, the second Person of the adorable 
Trinity — the Eternal Word of God — 
became man, in all but sin, took upon 
Himself its penalty, and redeemed the 
whole human race, restoring it to all 
the hopes of its former destiny, on one 
of two conditions — Innocence preserved, 
or Penitence ensured. 

For these two states, He has, in his 
boundless love, provided means of grace, 
which, from his superabundant merits, 
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and with the power of the Holy Ghost, 
He supplies through the seven fountains 
of mercy, opened in His Church. These 
are the Sacraments. To neglect them 
is spiritual death by starvation, — to ap- 
proach them unworthily is spiritual 
death, by sacrilege. That they may be 
approached, by the young Catholic, with 
awe, with gratitude, with love, and with 
a full comprehension of the specific na- 
ture and value of each Sacrament, is 
the design of the following Explanatory 
Tales. 
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THE VIGIL OF ST. LAURENCE. 



CHAPTER I. 

The sunny smiles, the April tears, 

The ardent hopes, the sudden fears, — 

All that belong to childhood’s years. 

In him were mingled with man’s sterner mood. 

For life's vicissitudes too early he had proved. 

® H E open windows, raised terraces, 
and sloping lawns, of Rochdale 
Tower, presented, on the Vigil of 
St. Laurence, 18 —, an attractive 
scene of expectant festivity. Most of the 
guests were eminent for their piety as for their 
rank, and the various groups assembled to wel- 
come into the Church of Christ the little Heir 
of a long and faithful race of Catholic ancestors, 
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THE VIGIL OF 



were, for the greater part, discoursing as be- 
came such guests, and such occasion. 

The decorations of the Chapel were finished, 
and in the gorgeous sanctuary was placed the 
hereditary sword of massive workmanship, 
which, by tradition’s law, the Heir (as his 
first act as a Christian Knight) must grasp 
with his infant hand, while by proxy he re- 
peats : — 

So be my doom, 
that 

By my right 
As feudal Knight, 
and 

By my might 
With this Til fight 
For Christ his tomb. 

Or for his poor, 

From my good store, 

Such largesse give 
That I may live 
For evermore. 

Two gentlemen having, with others, passed 
to view the Chapel, and returned to their 
walk to and fro on the terrace, — “It will be 
a soul-stirring scene,” observed Sir Philip 
Dunn. 



Digitized by Google 




8T. LAURENCE. 



5 



“Yes,” replied his reverend companion; 
“but it should have long ere this been over. 
We ought to have been here at least six 
months ago.” 

To this Sir Philip assented ; adding, how- 
ever, that perhaps a private baptism had taken 
place. 

“Had that been the case,” replied the Rev. 
Mr. Lewis, “my uneasiness would have been 
groundless, as the child’s soul would then have 
been perfectly safe. No baptism, however, 
has yet been administered ; and I cannot 
but regard it as a tempting of Divine Provi- 
dence, that, for the sake of a more complete 
and imposing Church ceremony, these truly 
pious and exemplary parents should have 
permitted their only, and most unexpected, 
offspring, to remain during these eight or ten 
months, stained with original sin, and, conse- 
quently, an object of God’s wrath.” 

“ Sir Laurence may appeal to the early 
Christians to excuse his delay,” said Sir Philip ; 
“for they, fearful of staining their baptismal 
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innocence, lived frequently to old age before 
they received that sacrament, as you know 
far better than I can possibly do.” 

“We cannot appeal to conduct that has not 
been sanctioned by the Church,” replied Mr. 
Lewis; “and we know that such delay was 
condemned, and Infant Baptism strictly en- 
forced by her in the Council of Milan, held 
in the year of our Lord 1565. So that our 
good friend here, with all his piety — his noted 
piety — has been incurring the fearful risk of 
his child’s soul, merely for the sake, as he 
says, of having the whole service complete, 
and not piecemeal.” 

“Sir Laurence,” observed his friend, “calls 
the previous baptism, — such as you would have 
preferred, — taking the diamond from the set- 
ting, the picture from the frame, emptying 
the gemmed cup of its cordial ; for he urges, 
that when the essential part of the Sacrament 
has been already given, the precursive parts 
of the ceremony are rendered useless; and 
those that succeed, being few in number, and 
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more calculated to edify and instruct the as- 
sistants than to benefit the child, he should 
have taken no interest in the service what- 
ever ; and never should have assembled, as he 
now has done, with some difficulty and much 
delay, the choicest ornaments of our clergy 
and nobility to grace the feast.” 

“The pious ceremonies,” replied Mr. Lewis^ 
“which the Church has ordained to accompany 
the essential part of Baptism, do, in truth, 
only express, and, as it were, explain the 
infinite grace conveyed by the life-giving 
water; but I repeat, that all should, ere this, 
have long been over.” 

“Oh,” said Sir Philip, smiling, “if your 
fears have been for the life of the child, trust 
me, they have been groundless ; for, what with 
medical attendants and nurses, the heir of 
Rochdale is watched, like the vestal fire, by 
night and by day; with perpetual bulletins 
issued for the anxious household; and the 
head nurse is, I am told, a most uncommon 
person. But here comes the superseded heir- 
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presumptive : he will rejoice ta see his old 
friend, poor boy.” 

As he spoke, Felix Rochdale, a bright youth 
of fourteen, had sprung up a grassy slope, from 
a lower terrace, and caught the hand of Mr. 
Lewis. “ So you are come,” cried he ; “ well, 
now I care for nothing.” 

“Not even for me,” said Sir Philip, still 
smiling. 

“No, Sir Philip,” replied Felix vehemently, 
“my day has gone by with you, sir, so has 
yours with me. But here is a true friend,” 
and again he grasped the hand of Mr. Lewis. 

“Come, come, young man,” said Sir Philip 
in a conciliatory tone, “there’s many a slip 
between the cup and the lip, — your day may 
come round again.” 

“ I don’t want it to come round again,” 
cried Felix indignantly ; “ for were it indeed 
so, and I once more the heir of Rochdale, 

what should I find ? Skeletons of friends, — 

cold, bloodless hearts, — empty compliments, 
like the hissings of serpents! No, Sir. In 
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the last ten months I have lived ten years, — 
nay, more. I have lived a long, painful life, 
as far as regards friendship, and honor, and 
truth, and high manly feeling. I am not less 
a Rochdale than I was before. The blood in 
my veins is as pure as ever. And this I can 
tell you. Sir Philip, — you who are my cousin’s 
closest friend, that, had he acted like a father, 
had he put his infant in my arms, saying, — 
‘Felix, I know your heart’; or, ‘We under- 
stand each other’; or any few words, or no 
words at all, I could have died for them both. 
It is not the loss of present favor, or the 
future title, sir; it is the being misunder- 
stood, undervalued, — this is the galling part, 
that while I feel. myself superior to the mere 
change of fortune, I am shunned as a disap- 
pointed, sulky outcast. This ” 

“This is pride,” interrupted Mr. Lewis; 
and, breaking from Sir Philip, he drew Felix 
Rochdale from the terrace into the more re- 
tired walks of the pleasure-grounds beneath. 
“This is pride, Felix. Leave, leave the silly 

b 3 



Digitized by L»ooQle 




10 



THE VIGIL OF 



multitude, even though you have thought 
them a multitude of friends. Try now to 
forget that you have any personal injuries to 
forgive, and let us dwell a little on the beau* 
tiful ceremony of this evening.” 

“Yes, I will,” said Felix; “but there are 
some things, sir, which I think even you will 
allow are rather hard to bear.” 

“There are many things which are not only 
a little, but very hard to bear, and yet, Felix, 
we must bear them.” 

“Well, but I must just tell you this one 
thing. You know that I was to have been 
the godfather ” 

“ Was to have been ! Why, who is now 
to be so?” 

“ A greater man than I,” said Felix. “ I am 
to be merely the proxy for this very great 
personage, who is too great to appear.” 

“All these circumstances are opportunities 
of great merit in the sight of God,” observed 
Mr. Lewis. “ Do not let them pass by without 
reaping some fruit. You well know the say- 
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ing, that he, who overcomes himself, is greater 
than the conqueror of armies ; for his struggle 
is not merely with flesh and blood, but with 
those subtle spirits of darkness, who have lost 
none of their intellect by their fall ; or, if it be 
in part obscured by having lost the vision of 
God, are yet far more than a match for man, 
unless, by watchfulness and prayer, he obtain 
such grace from God as shall clothe him with 
celestial armour, and give him all the science 
and tactics of this spiritual warfare. Some- 
times those subtle enemies are linked with the 
world’s seductions in prosperity — sometimes 
they attack the soul more desperately in ad- 
versity. Little matters it to them the position 
in which man is placed by his Creator; they 
will, with a vigor and pertinacity worthy of a 
better cause, adapt their temptations to his 
situation and feelings, rob him, if they can, of 
his courage, his patience, and his hope; and 
then, if they can make a coward of him, they 
have gained all. But this, please God, will 
never be your case. You are neither ignorant 
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nor weak. He has given you by nature great 
moral courage, and by education the fullest 
knowledge of your responsibility as a Christian. 
IJe has, also, bestowed on you sufficient grace 
to love the innocent cause of your present suf- 
ferings — you have assured me so in your letters, 
and I fully believe you. Turn, then, for a 
time from your own present sorrows, and think 
of that precious soul, on the threshold, as it 
were, of its new life, about to be cleansed from 
all defilement of nature, all original sin, and 
made a child of God, a member of Christ’s 
Church, and, like yourself, an heir, not of the 
poor perishable possessions of Rochdale Tower, 
but of the eternal heavens !” 

“ Yes !” said Felix, thoughtfully: “ I do love 
the child ; so much, indeed, do I love him, 
that I have found some difficulty in believing, 
as I am bound to do, that he could possibly 
be in the death of original sin, and an outcast 
from God. I have also lately been pondering, 
whether, supposing a person had never been 
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baptised, the other sacraments could benefit 
him?” 

" Baptism,” replied Mr. Lewis, “ is denomi- 
nated ‘ a sacrament of the dead/ because the 
soul is previously dead in original sin, and it is 
also the ‘ first’ of the sacraments both in order 
of time and in value; for you will soon per- 
ceive, that (except in Penance), to profit by 
the other sacraments, the soul must be in life. 
Of what use would it be to administer cordials 
to a corpse? None whatever. Just so, would 
it be perfectly useless to bestow the sacra- 
ments of the living on a dead soul. It must 
have received a new spiritual life — it must be 
alive, before it can be strengthened by Con- 
firmation, nourished by the Holy Eucharist, 
and finally prepared by Extreme Unction to 
enter life eternal. The baptised soul becomes 
a candidate for all the succeeding sacraments 
— she is eligible to them, because she parts, in 
her new birth, from all the corruption that be- 
longed to her state of death. She springs into 
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life, pure, fresh, and lovely. Nor is this alL 
The descent of the adorable Trinity on the 
soni in Baptism, does not only expel evil, 
leaving her as a blank sheet of paper, but 
also imparts an actual and an abiding grace, a 
mark, a stamp, a seal of divine impress— a 
pledge and proof of that heavenly communi- 
cation which that soul can never lose, but 
which will distinctly appear at the last day, 
for her greater glory, or her greater condem- 
nation.” 

“ This is a glorious, but awful thought,” said 
Felix, who then continued for some time 
silent ; at length he added, “ Are there many, 
do you think, who have preserved this baptis- 
mal innocence ?” 

u The new-born soul,” replied Mr. Lewis, 
“ to preserve her baptismal innocence, must, 
at the first dawn of reason, shun all that can 
pollute it In gratitude for grace received, 
she must renounce the enemies of her divine 
Benefactor. These enemies are three-fold : 
the Devil, with all his evil suggestions and 
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temptations — the world, with all its false plea- 
sures and pomps, and vanities and flatteries — 
and lastly, she must govern and subdue the 
flesh, to which she is united during her pil- 
grimage on earth. See here the pure and 
innocent soul, surrounded at her very entrance 
into life by deadly foes, who only wait the 
dawn of reason to Stain and wound her ! Yet 
there are some, let us hope there are many, 
who have preserved their baptismal innocence, 
God has given grace more than sufficient to 
resist the temptations of early childhood, and 
has appointed the sacrament of Confirmation 
to strengthen the soul, before she encounters 
the more violent assaults of riper years.” 

Felix sighed, as he thought of the several 
violent assaults that had for many months been 
made on him, and said, “ I hope that in all my 
annoyances and vexations, I have not been 
guilty of envy.” 

“ The love of God is the death of envy,” re* 
plied Mr. Lewis. “ Do not continue dwelling 
on the causes, which have produced your pre- 
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sent state of sensibility and irritation ; do not 
argue on them ; do not even, at present, try 
to overcome them, but leave them for higher 
subjects. Raise your heart above them, by 
the contemplation of the immutability of your 
God. With Him there is no caprice. He 
loves you equally in every condition of life, 
for He has decreed each change ; and, believe 
me, there is nothing that will conduce more to 
your present peace, and to the obtaining fresh 
grace for the future, than a fresh dedication of 
your whole being to Him. Renew, then, 
your baptismal vows at the approaching cere- 
mony, which you can do mentally, and un- 
known to any one. Are you disposed for 
this?” 

“ I am disposed and prepared/’ replied Felix, 
“ as far as the will is concerned, but I scarcely 
know how to set about it.” 

“ You have only to follow the Ritual, and 
at every response, which you will have to make 
for the infant, offer yourself anew to God.” 

They were here interrupted by the sudden 
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appearance at a little distance of a gentleman, 
who had for some time been in quest of them, 
and Felix felt annoyed, that this stranger 
should now approach to terminate a conver- 
sation so full of comfort and support to him 
in his present frame of mind. 
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CHAPTER IL 



Enter the gate of light and life, 
From sin and misery. 

In whitest robes of innocence; 

Sweet shall thy welcome be, 
New-born to grace and triple gift 
Of Faith, of Hope, and Charity. 



" It is very hard,” said Felix impatiently, 
“ that we cannot be ten minutes alone, with- 
out interruption !” 

^ But you must just consent,” said Mr. 
Lewis, “ to bear with this one, at least for 
my sake ; for Mr. Conway, my fellow-traveller 
here to-day, is my last, and not least valued 
convert. And here,” added he to the new 
comer, as he approached, “ is my friend and 
pupil, Mr. Rochdale, who has been conversing 
with me on the Sacrament, which you, Mr. 



Digitized by L»ooQ[e 




ST. LAURENCE. 



19 



Conway, could receive but conditionally, to 
your sorrow.” 

“ Yes, to my sorrow indeed,” replied Mr. 
Conway, "for right glad should I have been, 
could I have proved, instead of suspecting, the 
nullity of my first baptism.” 

"I am not quite clear that I should agree 
with you, Mr. Conway,” said Felix, " for is it 
hot strange to wish to have lived twenty or 
more years (which, by your apparent age, you 
must have done), as an outcast from God, with 
all your actions useless for salvation?” 

“ But still,” said Mr. Conway, " as with 
original sin there had accumulated a great deal 
of actual sin, how delightful for me would 
it have been to have had those two-and-twenty 
years washed into oblivion, like the heretical 
years of the great Augustine.” 

" Well ! it does seem very inexplicable to 
me,” said Felix, "that Protestant baptism 
should ever be valid.” 

" There is, properly speaking,” said Mr. 
Lewis, " no such thing as ‘ Protestant bap- 
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tism/ or any baptism that is not Catholic. 
And the reason why converts from Protestant- 
ism can, generally speaking, be baptised only 
conditionally, is, because the Protestants have 
retained, and usually perform the Catholic rite. 
The Church, while she rigidly exacts, that the 
matter and form of the Sacrament be used 
at the same instant, does not exact, that the 
person officiating should be of the priesthood, 
or even of the true faith. In the early ages 
of the Church, baptism by a pagan was valid, 
if duly performed.” 

“ This has struck me as very singular,” 
said Mr. Conway. “ Why should this first 
and most essential Sacrament of Baptism be 
treated with so little ceremony, in the choice 
of the minister, while not even Priests, but 
only Bishops, ordinarily administer Confirma- 
tion?” 

“You have, in the very words of your 
objection, given yourself an answer,” replied 
Mr. Lewis. “ It is precisely because Baptism 
is the most essential of all the Sacraments, 
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that every facility is given to its administra- 
tion ; while the want of the other blessed 
channels of grace, though they cannot be 
rejected, or neglected, without sin, will be, 
if they are unattainable, no cause of accusa- 
tion at the day of judgment A child dies 
without Baptism, and is lost, deprived of 
the enjoyment of God throughout eternity. 
Another is baptised, no matter by whom, and 
as immediately enters into bliss, in the bosom 
of God for ever. Let us now suppose a third 
case, and let it be one of our poor negro 
converts. He is baptised; lives many years 
without tarnishing his baptismal innocence, 
while no opportunity occurs to him to ap- 
proach the other Sacraments. He dies, and 
his soul is accepted even more than the un- 
conscious infant’s, and his felicity is more 
abundant. See now the wisdom of the dir 
vinely-inspired Church, in dispensing with dig- 
nity and sanctity in the person who opens this 
portal to salvation, while she adorns it, when 
circumstances permit, with every mystic orna- 
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ment, and intrusts it to the first in sacerdotal 
dignity. This you will witness, please God, 
this evening, when not a pagan, but one of 
the first among our Catholic prelates, will give 
the infant Rochdale entrance into the Church 
of Christ.” 

“ I understand you perfectly,” said Mr. 
Conway; “ and I see in this, as in all other 
subjects of apparent difficulty in the Church, 
that every thing will bear explanation in the 
most satisfactory manner. But it just now 
strikes me that, after all the vast difference 
there appears to be in believing in only two, 
and believing in seven Sacraments, the Church 
of England is not anti-Catholic in saying, 
‘Two only as generally necessary to salvation, 
Baptism and the Supper of the Lord,' since 
you have now abridged still further, and re- 
duced them to only one.” 

“Only one in a state of innocence preserved, 
and the other Sacraments unattainable,” re- 
plied Mr. Lewis; “but is this the ‘general’ 
condition of mankind ? To what dreadful pro* 
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fanation would not the Holy Eucharist, the 
true * Supper of the Lord,' be exposed from 
the bulk of those who approach its tremendous 
mysteries, if no purifying Sacrament inter- 
vened between it and Baptism? In saying 
that Baptism and the Holy Eucharist are the 
only two Sacraments ‘ generally necessary/ 
angelic purity and strength are implied to the 
general condition of mankind ; but the Church 
knows otherwise, and opens her seven foun- 
tains, drawn from the inexhaustible merits of 
her Spouse ; teaching, that five only are gene- 
rally necessary to salvation: — Baptism, Con- 
firmation, Penance, Holy Eucharist, and Ex- 
treme Unction, or Sacrament for the sick and 
dying; bestowing the other two Sacraments, 
of Ordination and Matrimony, for the special 
benediction of those called to undertake those 
opposite duties.” 

“ Supposing,” said Felix, “that an adult 
earnestly desired, and had in every way pre- 
pared himself for Baptism, but died before any 
one could reach him ; would his soul be saved?” 
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“It would,” replied Mr. Lewis. “Baptism 
in desire is accepted, the adult dying in that 
state of desire, and unable to receive the ex- 
ternal rite. But should he recover, and omit 
to receive the outward form of inward grace, 
he would then sin mortally, and so dying, his 
soul would be lost / 1 

<• “Suppose, again,” said Felix, “that the 
parents and sponsors of a child earnestly de- 
sired, and had prepared every thing for, its 
baptism, yet the child suddenly dies, — would 
its soul be saved?” 

“Alas, no,” replied Mr. Lewis; “this ar- 
dent desire of Baptism, — this contrition for 
past offences, — this resolve for the future, — 
which, in the case of the adult, supplies for 
the outward form if unattainable, — cannot be 
made by proxy/’ 

“A third supposition, or rather question, 
is now coming,” said Felix. “Are we bound 
to rejoice, or grieve, when an infant, or newly- 
baptised convert, dies immediately on receiv- 
ing that Sacrament ? 11 
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“We certainly rejoice in the security of 
him thus called, in perfect purity, to immediate 
glory ; and those, whose fear of offending Go<j 
preponderates over their hope of promoting his 
glory by a longer life, rejoice without alloy in 
the happiness of the departed. But, as the 
reward of the aged and faithful servant will 
be proportioned to the greater glory he has 
rendered his master, so should we rejoice 
more in his long and laborious life. Yes, 
although he should, through frailty, or sur- 
prise, sully for an instant his white robe of 
innocence, and, weeping, renew its purity in 
the regenerating laver of Penance! In Bap- 
tism the three gifts, termed theological, are 
bestowed on the soul; Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. A newly-baptised person, dying, 
carries back these most precious gifts, unim- 
paired, it is true, but likewise unemployed, 
to the Divine Bestower. Should we not 
rather desire, with the noble courage these 
gifts impart, to labor for the souls of others, 
and generously resolve to win a glorious mul- 
VOL. l c 
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titude to Christ, through years of painful per- 
severance?” 

“I am in such a dull state of feeling at 
present,” said Felix, “that a cowardly love of 
safety seems to make me prefer the certainty 
of salvation, by dying immediately after Bap- 
tism. But as this is a most useless preference 
on my part, who have already lived many 
years after that event, I may as well resign it, 
together with all other unprofitable wishes; 
such, for instance, as enjoying the elastic 
ardor of Mr. Conway’s piety, fresh, warm, 
and elevated, as a convert’s should be.” 
“While I have been,” said Mr. Conway, 
smiling, “piquing myself on my sobriety, and 
hoping that my new catholicity would not, 
like a ‘ freshman’s gown,’ expose me to these 
doubtful compliments.” 

“ I am sincere, and seriously sincere,” re- 
plied Felix. “How can I help admiring, if 
I do not envy, the happiness of him who 
has been faithful to extraordinary grace!” 
The warning bell for the early dinner now 
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sounded; and our two friends, who had wan- 
dered some distance from the mansion, hast- 
ened their steps homeward. On their return, 
they saw, some way before them, the little 
being for whom the religious ceremony of that 
evening, and the joyous feast of the morrow, 
were prepared. He, too, was returning from 
what was called his "walk,” in the arms of 
a subordinate attendant, and accompanied by 
that " most uncommon person,” as Sir Philip 
Dunn has described the head nurse. 



c 2 



Digitized by L»ooQ[e 




28 



THE VIGIL. OF 



CHAPTER III. 



O’er hill and rale, o’er rock and bower, 
The Chapel bell of Rochdale Tower 
Now soundeth forth th’ appointed hour. 
In mingled awe and glee ; 

And prelates grave, and nobles gay, 
Flock in due order, as they may, 

To see, to listen, and to pray, 

At the heir's solemnity. 



As soon as the numerous guests, and their 
attendants, had filled their allotted places in 
the family chapel, the baptismal procession 
moved slowly from the great hall, preceded 
by a cross-bearer. The delicate young god- 
mother, being supposed unequal to the literal 
“ weight ” of her office, the little aspirant to 
spiritual life was laid across the arms of his 
head nurse, in a mantle, far heavier than 
himself, of gold brocade. The heat of that 
ninth of August, or the evening hour of his 
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usual rest, had, it seemed, lulled him into a 
gentle slumber, and the sweet placidity of 
his rosy countenance formed a striking con- 
trast to that of his bearer, who, though in 
every sense of the word, “a fine woman,” 
of masculine height and power, appeared, 
either from anxiety, or fatigue, scarcely equal 
to the post assigned her. Her dark eyes 
rolled, now on the infant, now on the Bishop, 
now on those around her, and the folds of 
her rich dress shook, as they were stopped 
at the door of the chapel, by the venerable 
Prelate. The unbaptised, being in a state 
of original sin, still under the power of the 
devil — and not authorised to enter the church, 
until duly admitted by prescribed ceremonies, 
to receive the Sacrament of Baptism— the 
Bishop, having asked the name, and the re- 
ply being given, " Laurence,” — continued : 
“ What dost thou demand of the Church of 
God?” 

“ Faith,” replied the sponsors, one of whom 
was Felix Rochdale, being proxy for the ab- 
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sent godfather, and, with secret fervor, in- 
tending to renew his own baptismal vows. 

The Bishop. — “ What doth faith bring thee 
to?” 

Sponsors. — “ Life everlasting.” 

The Bishop . — “ If, then, thou desirest to 
enter into life, keep the Commandments. Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole 
heart, with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.” 

The Bishop then breathed three times on 
the face of the infant (in contempt of Satan) 
and said : — “ Depart from him, thou unclean 
spirit, and give place to the Holy Ghost, the 
Paraclete.” He then made the sign of the 
cross on his forehead, signifying, that hence- 
forth he must not be ashamed of the cross 
of Christ, but on all occasions publicly pro- 
fess himself a Christian ; and likewise signed 
him on the breast, to signify, that he must 
also inwardly believe the faith and law of 
Christ. 

Then blessing the salt, he put some into 
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the infant’s mouth, saying: — “ Receive salt 
(the emblem) of wisdom. May it be to thee 
a propitiation unto everlasting life.” 

Next followed the exorcisms, when again 
he bade the wicked spirit to depart from the 
child, in the name of Him who is to judge 
the living and the dead. 

After this, laying the stole, which he wore, 
on the infant, he led him, with all his attend- 
ants, into the chapel, to receive the life- 
giving Sacrament, saying : — “ Come into the 
temple of God, that thou mayest have part 
with Christ unto life everlasting. Amen.” 
And then reciting, with the sponsors, the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, sig- 
nifying, that the Church of Christ admits 
those only who profess that Creed, and repeat 
that Prayer. 

The exorcisms were then repeated, after 
which the Bishop touched the ears and nos- 
trils of the child with spittle, in commemora- 
tion of the cures recorded in the Gospel with 
the same ceremony, and to signify that his 
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ears are to be open to the doctrine of Christ, 
and his mouth to confess the faith. 

At length, these precursive ceremonies be- 
ing finished, the precious infant was brought 
to the font ; and, by the voice of his sponsors, 
replied first to the question, “ Dost thou re- 
nounce Satan ?” 

"I do renounce him.” 

“And all his works?” 

“I do renounce them.” 

“And all his pomps?” 

“I do renounce them.” 

“ On these conditions,” thought Felix, “ was 
I admitted to Baptism. Alas, can I dare 
hope that I have been faithful to them, when 
the late sudden change in my prospects has 
so annoyed me? Ought I not to bless God 
for having facilitated the means of despising 
and avoiding those pomps and vanities which 
belong not to Him, but to His enemy?” He 
rapidly passed in thought over the five years 
during which he had been, favored, and flat- 
tered, and indulged, by every one, save his 
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tutor and faithful friend, Mr. Lewis ; and he 
confessed to himself how much his estimate 
of what was good and great had been insen- 
sibly lowered during the absence of that 
friend, — an absence of a year, for which his 
temporary tutor, and other masters, had not 
been able to supply. A gleam of that happy 
liberty of heart he used to enjoy when alone 
with him, now entered his breast, and en- 
couraged him to hope, that the time was not 
far distant when he should again view this 
transitory earth, like Mr. Lewis, with the eyes 
of faith, as a pilgrim journeying to a better 
land, as an absent son returning to a fond 
father ; and, remembering the fresh grace 
which his friend had promised would be given 
him at this ceremony, by the renewal of his 
vows, he, with a new joy of heart, — a joy 
known only to those emancipated from the 
chains of worldly esteem, — again looked at his 
Ritual, and at his little relative, and perceived, 
that, during his reverie, the infant had been 
anointed on the breast, and between the 

c 3 
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shoulders, and that the moment had arrived 
in which he was required, with the godmother, 
to reply for him to the profession of faith con- 
tained in the Creed, by the words “ I do 
believe.” 

And now, all the precursive ceremonies 
being over, the officiating Prelate, turning 
with solemnity towards the infant, demanded, 
“ Wilt thou be baptised?” 

“I will,” replied the sponsors. 

At this instant, when all, with reawakened 
interest, were gazing and praying around the 
font, a young female struggling through the 
full, but decorous, aisle of servants, made her 
way towards the group, and, with agitated 
gestures, signified that the paper she held 
must be given to the officiating Prelate; ac- 
cordingly, one of the attendant priests con- 
veyed the paper to his Lordship, who, after 
reading it, and pointing it out to the atten- 
tion of those concerned in the ceremony, 
paused an instant, and then turned from the 
font, awaiting the chrism, with which to anoint 
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the infant's head, in token that by Baptism 
we are united to our Head, who is Christ. 
The Bishop then intended to lay the white 
linen on its head, as a symbol of that inno- 
cence and purity, which is bestowed by 
Baptism ; and to place a lighted candle in 
its hand, to signify that the soul must now 
shine by faith and good works in the Church 
of God, and be prepared to meet the Bride- 
groom, with the prudent Virgins and all the 
Saints, at his second coming in glory. 

It was evident to those around the font, 
and to those in the gallery, that the paper 
given by the female intruder, had changed 
the order of the ceremony, but those who 
from various causes, could not see so well, or 
were not following the ceremony so exactly, 
were only aware, that something was out of 
order, and a gentle rustling of silks, and 
stretching of throats, commenced amongst the 
distant fair ones, which yet could not arouse, 
from his quiet corner of absorbed devotion, 
the person most interested in the subject, 
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namely, Sir Laurence Rochdale. He had by 
degrees edged himself between a pillar, and 
the projecting screen of the sanctuary, close to 
the font, yet hidden; and was awaiting, in 
patience and in hope, for the precious words, 
" Laurence, I baptise thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” 
words which were never to fall on his ear. In 
the meantime a fresh cause of disturbance arose. 
The young household physician, who had been, 
during the early part of the ceremony, attend- 
ing principally to the invalid Lady Rochdale, 
whose frail health had scarcely allowed her to 
be present, had gradually moved towards the 
font, and in the momentary confusion and 
movement made by the delivery of the myste- 
rious paper, had gained his object, which 
was to be near the child. — Unperceived by 
the nurse, he continued nearly behind her, 
looking intently on the face of the infant, 
and at length, stepping forward, he threw 
aside the mantle, and bent over him. The 
next moment it was a struggle for the pos- 
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session of the child, and no sooner had he 
resolutely conquered, than she shrieked, then 
fainted, and Dr. Boswell, holding the infant up 
to the view of the Bishop, exclaimed, in a 
voice nearly choked with emotion, “ My Lord, 
the child is dead I" 9 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Woe to those who rashly try 

To hurry Providence — who cannot wait 

The fiat of their God — who lie 

On thorns of their own rearing, while they sigh 

For the roses they have crushed, 

Or passed unheeded by. 

On the following morning — the Feast of St. 
Laurence — while unconscious guests of the 
humbler class were each instant arriving to 
assist at the High Mass, and then partake of 
the rich banquet and view the rural games, 
the Coroner’s Inquest was being held on the 
body of the infant heir. A short time pre- 
vious to the arrival of the officials, the Rev. 
Mr. Lewis had summoned to the room adjoin- 
ing, one of the nursery assistants, whom do- 
mestic report had charged with knowing much 
more than she chose to say. 
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“ Rose,” said Mr. Lewis, “ are you prepared 
to reply with firmness, and, above all, with 
truth, to the questions which will shortly be 
put to you by the Coroner ?” 

“ Yes, sir, I am,” replied Rose. 
w Is there any thing you would wish to 
consult me about previously ?” 

" I think not, sir, I thank you ; but I 
should be very glad to see you afterwards, 
if you please, to consult you about my own 
affairs.” 

“ Certainly, Rose. You can speak to me at 
any time ; and all I have to recommend to you 
now is, that before you appear with the rest 
before the jury, you will retire to examine your 
conscience strictly before God, and that you 
will also devote some little time to earnest and 
humble prayer, before entering upon that which 
may criminate others.” 

“ I have no ill-will, sir, against any one. 
I am very sorry for the distress which has 
happened to every one.” 

“I am very happy to hear that. Be on 
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your guard, however, against some questions 
which may be put to you, to discover what 
may be your suspicions or apprehensions, for 
with these you have nothing to do. You have 
simply to state, what you have actually seen 
or heard. Now, you may go. God bless 
you P 

When Bose was called on to give her evi- 
dence of all she knew respecting the myste- 
rious death of the heir of Rochdale, her state- 
ment, in reply to the several questions of the 
Coroner, was as follows: — "lam one of the 
nursery-maids under Mrs. Tinsel, the nurse. 
I have observed, for some weeks past, that the 
child had a disposition to blood in the head. 
I know the symptoms of this disease in chil- 
dren. I have seen one infant die, and another 
just saved, in this complaint — the one, who 
recovered, was nearly bled to death to save 
him. The medical gentleman who has attended 
our baby from its birth, used to see him every 
day, and sometimes twice a day. This gentle- 
ipan broke his arm last week, and has been 
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at death’s door from fever. Dr. Boswell has 
only just come to live here. When he had 
seen the child two or three times, he ordered 
the caps to be taken off his head, and gave 
some other directions, which I did not hear. 
The day before yesterday I again mentioned 
my fears to Mrs. Tinsel. I said, that the 
quantity of lace and the lining to the cap 
heated the child’s head, particularly the chris- 
tening cap, and begged her to let me take out 
the lining. I never saw Mrs. Tinsel give the 
child any cordials or sleeping draughts, know- 
ing them to be such. I have seen her give 
him some spoonsful of what might have been 
such — the last time was when he awoke in the 
night before the christening. I have never 
seen the bottle, and I should not know 
where to look for it. That night, before he 
was put into his bed, many of the visitors 
came up to see him, with Sir Laurence. I 
heard Mrs. Tinsel whisper to Sir Laurence, 
that Dr. Boswell did not understand the baby’s 
constitution, adding : 4 How should he, when 
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he has not watched him, as I have, from his 
birth f and added : ‘ The company may well 
admire him; I never knew such a beauty in 
all my life ; and to-day he looks beyond him- 
self — brilliant ! Did you ever see such a 

colour — and such eyes !’ When the com- 

pany had left the nurseries, Mrs. Tinsel talked 
to me and the other nurse of the rich presents 
she expected at the christening, and of what 
had been given her on the like occasions. — 
She said, that she was in debt, and that she 
would not have the christening again put off 
for anything. She then made us try on her 
dress for the christening, and set me to work 
at some alteration in it, so that I did not assist 
in doing anything more for the baby that 
night. The next morning, which was yester- 
day, she again set me to work, away from the 
child, and came and talked to me a great deal, 
for she seemed in high spirits. The other 
nurse was with the infant. She said that she 
had received an education quite above that of 
a mere servant: that indeed it was quite a 
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condescension to fill the office of nurse, and 
only endurable as a temporary convenience: 
that she intended fully to open her mind to 
Sir Laurence after the christening, and should 
beg to be considered as the child’s governess, 
and companion to Lady Rochdale. She added, 
that they were weak people, and would be all 
the happier for being well managed. After 
some talk about the task of work she had set 
me, she asked me whether I thought my Lady 
would live long ; adding, ‘ She is a good soul, 
but out of her element. She should have 
been the head nurse, and I — the Lady of 
Rochdale!’ 

“ About au hour before the ceremony, she 
gave me the charge of the infant. He was 
then ready dressed, all but the last robe and 
cap. She laid him on the great couch in the 
day nursery, saying, * How magnificent we 
shall both look ! — he is a beautiful little crea- 
ture!’ I said, that his colour was too high, 
and that, when the white part of the eye 
showed above the coloured part, it was a sign 
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there was pressure on the brain. She said, 
6 Well ! he can be bled and blistered after the 
christening, if there should be any occasion for 
it; but pray be quiet, and don’t make me 
nervous for nothing/ 

“ She then went to her own room, with the 
other nurse to help her to dress, and I was 
left alone with the baby. Instead of noticing 
and smiling at me, he lay quite still, and I 
became more uneasy. I put my hand near 
his eyes, moving my fingers, and he scarcely 
minded me. Suddenly it came into iny mind, 
that he might die without baptism, and, after 
a few moments of doubt, I felt there was no 
time to lose — so, blessing myself, I ran to the 
great can of water, and filling my hand, I 
poured it on his head and face, saying : 4 1 bap- 
tise thee in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.’ 
The cold water made him give a little start, 
so that I had the assurance of his being still 
alive. I then rang the nursery bell several 
times, to give alarm. Before any one came. 
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I discovered, from the trickling of the water 
down his cheeks, that the colour on them was 
not natural. I took more water and washed 
them pale as death. Several of the servants 
came, alarmed by the ringing, and went for 
Mrs. Tinsel, but it was some minutes before 
she could come. She said, ‘ Oh ! what is the 
matter — what have you been doing?’ I said, 

‘ The child is dying fast.’ — She said, ‘ Non- 
sense ! he had a bad night, and is making up 
for it now. Don’t you know this is near his 
bed-time?’ She then laughed and joked at 
me, and sent away the other servants, telling 
them, ‘that as soon as he was fairly off to 
sleep, all his fine colour would come back, 
but to keep up all that talking and bustle 
would quite prevent it.’ So she sent them off 
quite deceived, and then she finished dressing 
him. She sent me backwards and forwards 
for the different things she wanted, but still 
I watched her enough to see that she rouged 
his cheeks again, though I did not notice that 
she pinned the bandage under his chin, which 
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was found afterwards. She made me ring for 
the nursery girl, to bring her some negus, but 
would not let me go to fetch it, or leave her 
for an instant. She said, that the child was 
at last fast asleep, and just then the great bell 
rang, and Sir Laurence himself came up to 
know if all were ready. He praised Mrs. 
Tinsel very much for her punctuality. She 
put her finger to her lips, and whispered that 
the very thing she had wished had taken place, 
that the dear babe was asleep, but that if he 
were once roused up, there would be no quiet- 
ing him again ; that above all things she hated 
to have his hands touched, and begged Sir 
Laurence to keep away Dr. Boswell, who was 
constantly feeling his pulse just to annoy her. 
When I saw her engaged in talking, I tried to 
slip away, but she had her eye constantly on 
me, and kept me to hold up the baby’s heavy 
mantle down the stairs into the great hall. 
When the procession formed in order, two 
young ladies held up the mantle, and at last 
I escaped* to get rid of the two things I had 
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on my mind. — One was to let Dr. Boswell 
know the dangerous state of the child. — The 
other was to prevent a second baptism, for I 
have been well instructed, and I know that 
baptism cannot be given twice without sacri- 
lege.” 

The note which had been handed to the 
venerable Prelate at the font, was now pro- 
duced, it ran thus : “ If you please, Bishop, 
I have duly baptised the child, though but a 
poor woman, because he was in danger of 
death, and I pronounced the words while the 
water was running, so that you cannot baptise 
him again without sacrilege.” 

In reply to the Coroner’s question of, “ Why 
did you not give the note sooner ?” “ I could 
not,” said Rose ; “ I had the greatest difficulty 
in writing the note at all, and then no one 
would take it from me in the chapel, think- 
ing it some idle message, I suppose. I was 
also prevented, while writing this note, from 
getting to Dr. Boswell, before he was in the 
chapel, and then the crowd was so great, 
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and he, being with my Lady, so far from 
the servants’ entrance, that I only got up to 
him on my return from giving the note at 
the font.” 

"Very well, Miss,” said the Coroner; "you 
are very clear in your statements. You may 
now retire, but must reitiain near at hand, 
until we have more fully ascertained whether 
this fine-lady nurse has been acting as a prin- 
cipal, or as an agent” 
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CHAPTER V. 



The chastening bitters that o’er life are thickly spread, 
With their repellant force, by God are wisely given, 
Sternly to aid the attraction of His love, 

And drive the lagging heart with impetus to heaven. 



Notwithstanding the clear statement made 
by the nurse Rose, the jury continued during 
the whole of the day at Rochdale, while the 
Coroner pursued his enquiries throughout the 
household, and even amongst the guests; the 
prolongation of these inquiries being evidently 
owing to the strong bias of his own mind 
to discover whether some stronger bribe than 
that of the christening presents, and the 
display of her finery, had not tempted the 
chief nurse to risk, and then conceal, the 
death of the lamented child. Of the result 
of his laudable zeal we will speak more fully 
VOL. i. d 
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hereafter, and now approach, with respectful 
pity and sympathy, the couch of the bereaved 
father. From his nook in the chapel he had, 
as we mentioned, awaited, through all the pre- 
liminary ceremonies, the actual baptism of his 
son, unheeding the interruption in the cere- 
mony, which, owing to the sanctity of the 
place and occasion, was more to be seen than 
heard. The struggle between the physician 
and the nurse, however, he heard ; and, mis- 
taking it for the rustling of the mantle in 
giving the child into the arms of the officiating 
Prelate, he issued from his concealment, just 
to behold the confirmation of the words -he 

heard, — " My Lord, the child is dead.” 

In spite of the dreadful stroke, he calmly 
took the child into his arms, and beckoned to 
the physician to follow him to the sacristy. 
'Then, taking off the infant’s cap, he begged 
to know whether life was indeed extinct. Dr. 
Boswell, though without hope, opened both 
arteries of the temples, then sighed, and said : 
“ An hour ago, and this might have saved 
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him.” “ He is then really dead ?” said Sir 
Laurence; and, totally ignorant both of the 
cause of its death, and that its soul had been 
saved by the pious zeal of a servant girl, he 
took the babe once more into his arms, and, by 
the door of the sacristy, passed into the house 
— avoiding thus the company, but also missing 
the consolation of hearing what the written 
paper had announced to many at the font. 

“ Neither baptism, nor Christian burial, for 
this poor child,” said he, as he hurried with 
it to his own private apartments. “Oh! my 
boy, thou wilt never see thy God! ’Tis I 
have ruined thee, — then ’tis well that we can 
never meet again. How couldst thou bear to 
meet thy destroyer ! Never — never — for a long 
and endless eternity !” Then, perceiving the 
presence of Dr. Boswell: — “Doctor, I thank 
you for your silence. Do not attempt to con- 
sole me; we are both Catholics, we know 

that nothing defiled can enter Heaven. 

This soul is banished from God ! 1 cannot 

at present derive any consolation, — bolt my 

d 2 
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door, sir, — any consolation, I say, from the 
different schemes of pious writers on the state 
of unbaptised infants. Now, Doctor,. I have 
lost his soul ; but all I can keep I wilL You 
must enbalm him. Can you do this?” 

“ I can and will,” replied Dr. Boswell ; 
“ but I must have proper materials, and some 
assistance, both of which I can promise to- 
morrow.” 

“I do not mean to propose this expedient 
as a real consolation to me,” continued Sir 
Laurence, “ but only as something to alleviate 
my present grief. Nothing can ever really 
console me for a soul lost through my own 
neglect; and such a soul, — my own, my only 
child !” 

During this conversation, the anxiety of 
those outside the door to impart to Sir Lau- 
rence the news of the salvation of his son, 
had urged them to frequently knock for ad- 
mittance, but in vain. His personal attend- 
ant, however, having a duplicate key of a 
private door from his library, softly opened it 
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to admit the family chaplain, who, entering 
before Sir Laurence could prevent him, said 
rapidly: — “ The child was duly baptised this 
very day. His soul is in glory; give God 
thanks.” 

More explanation followed; and then, con- 
vinced of the truth of what he heard, the 
happy father fell on his knees, holding the 
earthly part of his child still in his arms, but 
joining in spirit with that living soul, which, 
by faith, was far dearer to him. There he 
remained for some time in silent joy and 
thanksgiving; then, rising, he put the little 
corpse into the chaplain’s arms, saying : — 
“ Christian burial, and a glorious resurrection, 
for this lovely temple of the glorified soul. 
You need not embalm it now, doctor. Let it 
await the resurrection, when it will become a 
glorified body, and reunited to the soul of 
the saint; for my child is now a saint before 
the throne of God and of the Lamb, for 
ever.” 

In the triumph of faith over sight and sense, 
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the now happy father left his room, and passed 
an hour in endeavouring to raise the stricken 
heart of Lady Rochdale to the elevation of 
his own. He then gave the most minute di- 
rections for the funeral of his child ; sent for 
the terrified Rose, and, calling her his bene- 
factress, rewarded her with a pension for life. 
An hour or two then passed in conversation 
with some of his reverend guests ; after which 
he again withdrew, with his chaplain, to ap- 
proach the tribunal of penance, in preparation 
for the feast of his patron Saint, when he 
hoped to communicate. At a late hour, he 
laid himself upon his couch, feeling, as he said, 
exhausted, but scarcely expecting to sleep. 
He did, however, fall into the sweet sound 
sleep of a happy death, to awake only in the 
home of departed spirits. Soon, if not imme- 
diately, in “ perpetual light,” and “ rest,” and 
“ peace,” to rejoin the infant saint in the bosom 
of his God. 

It was at a late hour in the morning when 
the Coroner and his train, who were already 
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in the house, were summoned from their duty 
towards the infant, to view the remains of the 
father; but no unpleasant surmises accompa- 
nied the investigation upon this occasion. 
"Died by the visitation of God” was the 
almost immediate verdict; and all those who, 
from knowing intimately the disposition of 
Sir Laurence, could feel what he had lost, 
and what he now had gained, pensively re- 
joiced, mingling thanksgiving with their sighs. 

Apart from all, and ignorant of all, save the 
death of the infant, was our young friend 
Felix ; who, upon the desertion of the hitherto 
crowded chapel, had remained leaning on the 
font, almost in a state of stupor. He could 
scarcely realise the event which had taken 
place, even before his eyes. "The child is 
dead! Oh, God,” thought he, “how terrible 
Thou art! But what has happened? The 
child is dead.” Beyond this fact his thoughts 
for awhile refused to advance, and remained 
in a confused mass of terror, grief, and deso- 
lation. At length, scarcely knowing that he 
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did so, he left the font and the chapel, and 
mechanically gained his own room, — a room 
he had but lately inhabited, and to which 
he had by degrees been consigned, as he had 
ceased to become an object of consideration 
and affection to the owners of the mansion. 
It was in a line with the rooms destined for 
the domestics of the occasional visitors, in a 
sort of entresol , much darkened by the exte- 
rior ornaments of the house, and looking on 
the poultry-yard as a fore-ground, with a belt 
of shrubbery, which was intended to conceal 
this domestic appendage to the offices. Be- 
yond were the distant hills of Westmoreland, 
on which Felix fixed his unconscious gaze, 
from habit, — a habit, however, of affection 
and gratitude, as, amongst those hills of West- 
moreland lay the placid lake, and the copse- 
wood banks of his early home. Of that home 
he retained, it is true, but a faint remem- 
brance, and of being loved by one pale gentle 
being. He remembered more distinctly the 
neighbouring grammar-school, to which he was 
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consigned for the ensuing years of his child- 
hood, until, at nine years old, a letter and a 
confidential servant announced to the master 
of the establishment, that the elder branch 
of the house of Rochdale had, on the death 
of their only child, a daughter, condescended 
to recognize and adopt this last descendant of 
the younger branch, and had accordingly des- 
tined for him a more brilliant education, and 
associates more refined. We have before 
slightly touched on the five years which fol- 
lowed Felix Rochdale’s admission to the famed 
Tower of his remote ancestry, the great dan- 
ger he had incurred of being spoiled by notice 
and flattery, and the watchful earnest friend- 
ship of his tutor Mr. Lewis, who had perceived 
with joy, and encouraged by precept and ex- 
ample, those fine and sterling qualities which 
bade far to outgrow and subdue his faults,-*— 
faults which were chiefly consequent on his 
sudden elevation from a crowd of fancied su- 
periors in the elder boys of a large school, to 
be the only adopted son, and lawful heir, of a 
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weakly indulgent patron, and his obsequious 
domestics. Felix Rochdale’s principal cha- 
racteristic was his love of truth, and conse- 
quent love of justice. The former had ap- 
peared even in those infant years when, being 
too young to encounter the elder scholars, 
the little orphan was placed, with a few others, 
under the care of a matron within the pre- 
mises. Even then, with all his love for fro- 
lic, he was never known to make false ex- 
cuses, never to compromise the truth ; and in 
the letter to Sir Laurence, in reply to the one 
received, the master of the school writes : — 
“ I send you, sir, a boy who never yet told 
me a lie.” Of his love of justice, which never 
spared himself, the earliest anecdote recorded, 
was his having, on one occasion, committed 
some fault, which should have caused him, as 
h€ knew, to be punished by the matron, had 
he not been slowly recovering from an illness. 
For the recovery of his health he had been 
ordered a daily drive, which she, fearing to 
omit, made him take as usual No sooner, 
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however, was he seated in the little vehicle, 
than his conscience, reproaching him too 
strongly to permit him to enjoy himself, he 
burst into tears, exclaiming indignantly, — 
“ You ought to have punished me.”* 

Shortly after the celebration of his four- 
teenth birthday, Felix had to part from Mr. 
Lewis for a long, and, as it has appeared, a 
perilous interval. During his absence the little 
Laurence was born ; and Felix, whose love of 
truth and justice, had immediately caused him 
to perceive, and consent to, the unavoidable 
change in his destiny, was yet most cruelly, 
and, as it seemed to him, unnecessarily tried, 
by the want of delicacy, of candour, and of 
feeling, from those amongst whom he had 
been made too much the idol. There was 
danger attending this sudden reverse; danger 
that the confiding warmth of his character, 
and his somewhat independent estimate of 
what he considered right, might lead him to' 
turn in disgust from those of his own grade 
* A fact of a boy five years old. 



Digitized by L»ooQ[e 




60 



THE VIGIL OF 



in society, and give himself up to the company 
of those beneath him, in the expectation that, 
in the humbler walks of life he should find 
those solid qualities, which alone could secure 
his esteem. 

The interval between the birth of his little 
cousin, and the death so truly lamented, was 
not sufficiently long to permit much expe- 
rience, but in the short attempt made amongst 
the dependents on the estate, Felix was dis- 
appointed to find the same indications of a 
fallen nature — the same love of the world — 
the same alienation from the pure precepts of 
the Gospel — the same neglect, in fact, of their 
baptismal vows, as he had discovered amongst 
his own class in life. This disappointment 
formed the subject of several letters to Mr. 
Lewis, whose replies had served to show him 
that God, who has ordained the various states 
and conditions of life, has given grace suffi- 
cient, and means sufficient, for each. That 
the poor are only truly blessed, when “ poor 
in spirit.” That the rich are only to be con- 
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demned, when “ trusting in their riches and 
that his obvious duty was to bear his cross 
manfully, in the state of life appointed him. 
As he now stood gazing on the distant hills 
of his birth-place, he recovered, by degrees, 
the power of ruminating on the one fact, 
which had laid a dull, unemployed, weight on 
his mind. He saw, as he fancied, all the 
consequences to himself, attendant on the 
misfortune which had befallen the family. 
He reflected on what he had been — what he 
might have been — what he might still become ; 
and at length resolved, as far as one dependant 
on others could resolve, to leave his present 
home for college. With this resolution, after 
recommending himself and it to the protection 
of heaven, he threw himself on his bed, and at 
length slept profoundly. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

She strives to throw her golden dost 
Into the eyes of each ; 

Fain would she win our love and trust 
By honied tone and speech : — 

’Tis useless all — and why, forsooth ? 

’Tis found she cannot speak the truth ! 

Mrs. Tinsel’s defence of herself before the 
Coroner, the jury, and the assembled house- 
hold, was intended to be — and in her own 
estimation was — a masterpiece. But it was 
too evidently such, and the studied pathetic 
of her already deep mourning, her weepers, 
and the flourishing of her broad-hemmed 
handkerchief, produced a totally different effect 
from that which she anticipated, and added 
greatly to the Coroner’s suspicions, that her 
measures had been long taken ; and some 
immense bribe had induced her to sacrifice 
the life of the child. Her first speech, though 
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broken by sighs and tears, was easy, voluble, 
and self-possessed ; but when she had to 
encounter the abrupt question, the cross-exa- 
minations, the often unfair endeavours to make 
her convict herself, she lost her plan of 
action and her cause. The truth would have 
saved her, for she had not wilfully caused 
the death of the child, nor premeditated the 
concealment of his death ; but her instinct 
was to deceive ; and long habits of dissimula- 
tion had induced an almost fatal necessity of 
falsehood; so that she denied, and invented, 
and prevaricated, till, caught in the net of 
her 'own weaving, she was, by the verdict of 
the jury, found “ guilty of wilful murder,” 
and conveyed to the county jail, to take her 
trial at the next assizes. Nor did her prevari- 
cations injure herself alone, they involved, for 
a time, in a painful mist, some of the most 
virtuous and noble-minded of the family 
mourners. 

At an early hour, Felix had served Mass 
for Mr. Lewis, in a little chapel contiguous 
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to the apartments of the latter, and, after 
breakfasting with him, and receiving his pro- 
mise that he would soon visit him, and hear 
his resolutions of the preceding night, be 
returned to his little room. It was some 
hours, however, before Mr. Lewis could dis- 
engage himself from the painful claims made 
on his time, and hasten to him, who so anxi- 
ously expected him, and to whom he had now 
to impart fresh news of so stunning a nature. 
He found Felix not alone, but standing in 
the midst of his little room, looking fixedly 
at a man-servant, who had just entered, say- 
ing, with a mixture of servility and insolence, 
“ Sir Felix Rochdale, I am sent from the 
jury — you are wanted, if you please, sir, to 
take your trial along with the rest of us, for 
the. murder of my master’s child ?” 

That the speaker had lost his senses from 
grief, was the impression given, and Felix 
said, in a soothing tone, Jameg, you had 
better consult Dr. Boswell about your health, 
and consent to let him bleed you.” 
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Just then Mr. Lewis entered, dismissed the 
servant, and, as briefly as could be done with 
propriety and feeling, acquainted our young 
friend with the passing events and their con- 
sequences, which, in fact, had been so involved 
by the misconduct and false statements of one 
mischievous woman — that Felix Rochdale, at 
the moment of succeeding to the title and 
estates of his ancestors, was about to be im- 
plicated in a charge, so dark and mysterious, 
that all the truth and innocence of his life and 
character might not be able to refute it. 

Mr. Lewis feared that the shock of losing, 
in Sir Laurence, one who, till lately, had 
been a most indulgent and affectionate friend, 
would unnerve Felix for the task of being 
examined (with perhaps no great delicacy) 
respecting his child’s death. He also thought 
it necessary to prepare him for that examina- 
tion, by saying something in excuse for the 
manner in which it might be conducted. 

“ Has the fellow any right to question me ?” 
said Felix. Being told that he had, and that 
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he, the Coroner, could not exempt himself from 
putting the necessary questions to all those 
connected in any way with the lamented child ; 
“ Then I am quite ready,” said Felix, “ to 
throw any light, in my power, on this melan- 
choly business, and we had better make no 
delay. God grant we may discover the truth, 
and that justice may be done.” 

With the same earnest desire to lend their 
assistance towards a discovery of the truth. 
Sir Philip Dunn, Dr. Boswell, and several of 
Sir Laurence Rochdale’s intimate friends, had 
presented themselves before the assembled 
officials, and their testimony was just drawing 
to a close, when Felix and his friend appeared. 
In the centre of the room had been placed a 
small table, covered with the christening mantle, 
on which, in its full robes, lay the corpse of the 
little Laurence : but Felix had been prepared 
for this, and although the tears gushed to his 
eyes, as he advanced to kiss its placid brow, 
he gave way to no further emotion, and placed 
himself by the side of Sir Philip Dunn. But 
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few questions were put to him, and those 
were seemingly polite, and of easy reply; 
great, therefore, was his surprise to hear the 
following summing up of evidence, addressed 
by the Coroner to the jury : — “ Gentlemen — 
The only clue to guide us through a compli- 
cated labyrinth of inconsistent and unneces- 
sary guilt, is to be found in some prime mover. 
Some one to whom the death of this child has 
been sufficiently important to risk all the diffi- 
culty and danger attending such an attempt. 
I do not myself determine, gentlemen, who 
that individual is. I will merely place before 
you the several circumstances which concur to 
place him in a sufficiently conspicuous point of 
view. This is an infant who, had he been 
the tenth, instead of the first-born, son, would 
have been the pride of his parents, from his 
fine state of health, beauty, and intelligence. 
He dies from suffusion of blood on the brain, in 
other words, from apoplexy ; and, it is proved, 
was kept from the sight of the medical attend- 
ant, with strong presumptive evidence of having 
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been given the drugs which would induce this 
disease. His death is concealed by the nurse 
— the person on whom rests the whole odium 
of the affair — but mark this, gentlemen, the 
nurse, by the life of the child, would have 
secured increasing prosperity, and was suffi- 
ciently convinced of this to boast of her ex- 
pectations ; on the contrary, by his death, she 
must necessarily expect a sad reverse, unless 
bribed to an immense amount. And who is 
there to promise this cursed reward? I say 
nothing positively. I merely mention that 
there is a youth — an inmate of this mansion — 
who, five years ago, became, by the death of 
the then only child, a daughter, heir, not only 
to the title, which must eventually have fallen 
to him, but to every acre of land possessed by 
Sir Laurence Rochdale. After these five 
years of unbounded prosperity, this youth, by 
the unexpected birth of a son, (the infant now 
before you), is at once cut off from every thing, 
and becomes dependant on the bounty of his 
kinsman. This sudden reverse of fortune is 
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accompanied by neglect and indifference, on 
the part of Sir Laurence and his family ; by 
which natural, but imprudent, conduct, the 
youth considers himself injured, and owns it 
He vents his indignant feelings on the very 
evening of the christening, but (as if he would, 
for conscience sake, give the child a good 
chance for the next world) seems to have been 
willing the ceremony should be over before 
he was sent thither. Now, gentlemen, you 
have heard all the witnesses, and I have only 
to recommend these last suggestions to your 
serious consideration before you withdraw.” 
The Jury did not, however, withdraw. A 
few words, in a low tone of voice ; a few nods 
and signs, and it was respectfully intimated, 
that no doubt whatever remained on their 
minds of the innocence of the young gentle- 
man. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Wouldst thou behold a triumph meek, 

A conqueror’s bloodless car, 

Trophies which naught of terror speak, 
Laurels — yet not of war ? 

Gaze at yon pensive maiden hand, 

Bearing a snow-white pall. 

And strewing flowers with measured hand, — 
’Tis an infant’s funeral. 



A week after the events recorded in the pre- 
ceding chapters, when the living had for the 
greater part dispersed, and the dead were lost 
to sight; when excitement, too, had ceased, 
and domestic monotony had resumed its sway, 
Felix Rochdale and his friend, Mr. Lewis, 
after an accidental meeting one evening in 
the pleasure-grounds, continued by tacit agree- 
ment their walk together, each pursuing his 
previous train of thought; and, without any 
fixed purpose, ascended the path which led to 
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the highest ground. Here they commanded 
a nearly panoramic view of the domain; and 
here, on a rustic seat, they rested, looking on 
the park, the woods, the farms, the rocky 
heath lands, with the mountain streams ; and, 
in the centre of this varied scene, by the nobly- 
flowing river, the ancient tower, rearing itself 
still above the more modern mansion, to which 
it formed the gateway. “All this comes too 
late,” said Felix, with a sigh. 

“ Not so,” replied Mr. Lewis. “ Had these 
earthly possessions been sooner given, they 
would have found you a wayward child; full 
of good impulses, it is true, but without fore- 
sight or perseverance; confiding, without dis- 
criminating; the dupe of flatterers, condes- 
cending to their weaker, or more sordid minds, 
whilst the natural strength and elevation of 
your own would have sunk past recall. Now, 
you have tasted something of the strengthening 
bitters of life. The touchstone has been given 
to prove the sincerity of those who call them- 
selves your friends. You have felt the cold 
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iron of calumny, and the blank of desertion. 
You have gleaned, in this past twelvemonth 
of adversity, more than ten — nay, twenty, 
years of even virtuous prosperity would have 
given you. Bless God for it.” 

“1 fear,” said Felix, “ that you must re- 
nounce, sir, the hopes you entertain of my 
future manhood. My life is nipped and 
blighted. If I make an effort to rouse my- 
self from this despondency, by recalling the 
vivid pictures I once made of life, as it lay all 
untried before me, a rush of horrid thoughts, 
like so many spectres, covers the whole pros- 
pect. This unjust attempt to stain my cha- 
racter, the suspicions remaining on even good 
minds, the sudden loss of him towards whom 
I have lately acted with pride and coldness, 
forgetting the debt of gratitude I owed him — 
all these spectres, as I call them, come not 
alone, but attended by myriads of lesser 
thoughts, each with its sting. But worse 
than this, is to awake suddenly with some 
one horrid thought alone before me, un- 
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changeable, immutable there it stays 

no effort of body or mind can check or re- 
move it.” 

“Your case is not singular,” replied Mr. 
Lewis. “You are now describing the effect 
of over-tried nerves, instead of any great 
mental change. You are right in feeling 
sorrow for the haughty manner you lately 
indulged towards Sir Laurence ; but the 
truest sorrow, and the most acceptable to 
God, is that which is practical Be thankful 
that you can amply atone to your departed 
relative, by fervent prayers for the release of 
his soul (should he be detained in the c prison ’ 
of spiritual debtors) ; and, for the future, when 
urged by pride or anger, say to yourself , — ‘ In 
one short hour this object of my resentment 
may make the same still and silent appeal to 
my sorrow and regret, as did the meek corpse 
of Sir Laurence/ With respect to every other 
circumstance of the last painful week, you are 
dear of even the shadow of evil; and if you 
0 continue to indulge in despondency, I shall be 
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forced to reproach you with that moral defect, 
of which I have never before had to accuse 
you,— of being the victim of human respect.” 
“You are trying to rouse my spirit, sir,” 
said Felix, almost smiling. 

“Yes,” said Mr. Lewis. “I would fain 
rouse the spirit of a true hero, the spirit of a 
Christian philosopher. In every pain, in every 
difficulty, we have but one short question to 
ask ourselves, — ‘Have I offended God?* If 
the answer be satisfactory, then away with 
doubts, and fears, and scruples; for if these 
continue to harass us, we have become moral 
cowards. It is the world we are afraid of dis- 
pleasing, — that world which at our baptism 
we solemnly renounced.” 

“ Ah ! that word ‘ baptism P ” said Felix ; 

“ what a host of thoughts does it not arouse ! 
Yes,” continued he, after a pause, “I shall 
ever remember how, on that sad Vigil of St. 
Laurence, you exhorted me to renew my bap- 
tismal engagements; and the peaceful state 
into which I entered, when casting the world, 1 
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with all its frowns and flatteries, beneath my 
feet, I was alone with God.” 

“ Repeat that renunciation,” said Mr. Lewis, 
“ and you will re-enter that state of peace. 
If I am not mistaken you did so on the day 
of the funeral?” 

“You are right,” said Felix. “When I 
found myself walking, as chief mourner, after 
the father and his child ; when I reflected on 
all the hopes, and all the schemes, which the 
former must have formed for the latter, and 
which a few short hours had stopped for ever, 
— I might well perceive that I, also, who had 
been, in worldly language, ‘the sport of for- 
tune, 9 but in Christian language, taught the 
‘uses of adversity,’ — I, also, held my present 
position on as frail a tenure; and with no 
effort I did then, as you conjecture, renounce 
the love of so fleeting a possession. Nothing, 
however, of silent argument, or reflection, 
could equal the effect produced on me by the 
funeral of the innocent child. Those pure and 
holy emblems around him, the white stole of 
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the officiating priest, the joyful anthem of his 
first reception, and the succeeding psalms of 
joy and thanksgiving,— all this, in convincing 
me, by the voice of the Church, of his great 
gain in quitting this world, made me look on 
myself as exposed to a dead loss by remaining 
in it; and, but for the remembrance of the 
assurance you gave me, with Mr. Conway, the 
other day, of the still greater gain of the aged 
and faithful Christian, I should have lost 
courage, and hated my life.” 

“ To like best what Grod likes for us, en- 
sures our courage, and is our greatest gain, 1 ’ 
said Mr. Lewis. 

They were again both silent for some 
minutes, till, at length, Felix said, in a more 
cheerful tone, “You have done me good, as 
you always do ; so now I will tell you of some- 
thing else that torments me in my glimpse 
into the future. It is having that smooth old 
Baronet for my guardian. We are as much 
opposed in feeling and principle as any two 
English aristocrats of the same faith, and the 
same politics, can possibly be.” 
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Mr. Lewis smiled a little at the mention of 
politics, but replied, u Thank God that you 
have the same faith, the same glorious faith; 
and let minor differences all merge into this 
one point of union. It is also as well that you 
should have the same political principles, be- 
cause charity is often marred in the heat of 
argument. 1 ’ 

u But will you not admit,” said Felix, “ that 
after the weathercock behaviour of Sir Philip, 
it will be difficult to respect him as my 
guardian ?” 

u You can respect him,” replied Mr. Lewis, 
for the many good qualities he possesses; 
and you must ‘ forgive and forget ’ all per- 
sonal offences. I do not, however, wish to 
varnish over the truth, and induce you to shut 
your eyes to your guardian’s love of the world. 
I have no objection to your being as clear- 
sighted to this as possible; and no objection, 
personally, to oppose his influence, as far as 
is in my power, as his coadjutor.” 

" His coadjutor !” repeated Felix. 
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“ Are you not aware that, by the will found 
yesterday, I am your guardian conjointly with 
Sir Philip ? Yes ! it is quite true : but don’t 
wring my hand off !” 

“ My guardian !” at length exclaimed Felix, 
and then darted into the thickets to hide his 
emotion. After some minutes, he returned, 
saying, “Well! joy has done that for me 
which grief could not, since the tears I shed 
for poor little Laurence. Oh ! what a load of 
care is removed from me !” 

“ But how could it happen,” said Mr. Lewis, 
“that, being present at the reading of this 
will last night, you should have remained in 
ignorance of that which gives you so much 
comfort ?” 

“ Was I present?” said Felix. 

“In body you were,” replied Mr. Lewis; 
“ I saw you in the recess, leaning back on the 
sofa.” 

“Then I must have fallen asleep,” said 
Felix; “for, strange to say, I do remember 
the entrance of Mr. Northcote, the lawyer. 
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and the sending for Sir Philip and Dr. Bos- 
well, and the confused sound of voices and 
rattling of parchment — all which, it seems, 
must have lulled me into a sleep, vainly sought 
for in my bed. But how unkind you must 
have thought my silence — how ungrateful !” 

“ I endeavoured,” said Mr. Lewis, smiling, 
“ to think of St. Francis and Brother Bernard. 
Do you remember to what I allude ?” 

“ Yes,” replied Felix. “ St Francis was 
hurt at the apparent neglect of Brother Ber- 
nard, when the latter was too deeply absorbed 
in divine contemplation to hear the voice of his 
friend : — and truly this was a most charitable 
construction to put on my silence, which was 
owing, however, to a very different sleep from 
that of the holy Franciscan. Was there any- 
thing else new in this last-found will ?” 

“ Sir Philip Dunn’s authority is more pre- 
cisely defined, and extends only to your pro- 
perty. You are not required to live with 
him.” 

“ And what of my other guardian?” 
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“ To him is bequeathed the charge of your 
education and conduct. Both your guardians 
are of opinion, that a total change of scene, 
and the society of those of your own age, 
will be of infinite service to you. We, there- 
fore rejoice, that you have wished to enter 
College, and propose your doing so immedi- 
ately. A new field of laudable exertion will 
be opened to you, and I feel that you will not 
disappoint our expectations ; but will steadily 
make it your aim, not only to support, but 
even to raise, the just reputation for piety, 
learning, and integrity, of the owners of 
Bochdale Tower.” 
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CHAPTER I. 



’T were sweet to cradle in the soft green shade, 

To count thy gains, nor strive to labour more ; 

Yet this were faithless Up ! and leave the glade, 

And in the noon-day heat increase thy store. 



. HE SE are terrible times, Dame 
Margery,” said the ex-Mayor of 
LI |V Lincoln, in the parlour of the said 
old lady, within the walls of that 
city, in the year 1573. a The only way is to 
keep quiet. These high matters are far above 
me. My only wish is to be quiet. Things 
will come round again, if we only keep quiet. 
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Quiet is my only aim, and I think it seems to 
be yours also, madam." 

“ It is, indeed, Master Nicholas. God help 
me P responded Dame Margery. 

“ I think, madam, you are very prudent in 
remaining just where you are. People are 
more overlooked in a city, than in theif lonely 
houses in the country; and are not required 
to take any decided part They can, in fact, 
as I said before, keep quiet, which is every 
thing P 

“ It is, indeed, sir !” again ejaculated the dame. 

“ It is just fifteen years ago, madam, if I 
mistake not, that, on the death of the late 
Queen Mary, you judged it prudent to be 
here, aqd were sitting in that very arm-chair, 
in that self-same comer, in this identical par- 
lour, while I was giving you the news, that 
bur new queen still assisted at Mass, that she 
had given a gracious reception to all our 
Catholic bishops, and had signified her inten- 
tion of being crowned at Westminster, ac- 
cording to our ancient form, and with the 
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usual oaths to preserve the rights and liberties 
of the Church.’’ 

“ That was good* sir,” observed Dame 
Margery. 

“ But then, madam, on the other hand, she 
had issued a proclamation, forbidding the eleva- 
tion at Mass, commanding some parts of the 
Liturgy to be said in English, and conciliating 
the Protestant party in many ways.” 

“ True, Master Nicholas.” 

“ But then, dame, said I, conciliation is a 
good thing, a prudent thing, a charitable thing ; 
and doubtless she wishes, like ourselves, to 
keep quiet.” 

“ Indeed, sir !” 

“ But, madam, it was even then confidently 
said, that she had selected some leading men 
in the Protestant interest to form a cabinet 
council, with whom she was concerting mea- 
sures for establishing their religion.” 

“ True, Master Nicholas.” 

“ But, dame, there were many things said, 
both true and false.” 
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“ There were, indeed, sir.” 

“And, madam, I remember promising, as 
I now do, to let you know, from time to time, 
according to my poor ability, what was true, 
and what was false, that you might contrive to 
keep quiet.” 

“ Sir, I am much beholden to you, for past 
and present courtesy.” 

“ Ah, madam ! not three months after our 
conversation, my lord bishop of this city, the 
archbishop of York, four other bishops, the 
abbot of Westminster, and other dignitaries 
of the Church, were committed to the Tower, 
for denying the Queen’s supremacy.” 

“ True, sir.” 

“Ahl dame Margery, you have lived and 
learned like myself, through the changes and 
chances of four troubled reigns, and are not 
much disposed, at our time of life, to be taking 
an active part in fresh religious broils.” 

“ To me this is the fifth reign,” said the 
dame ; “ for I was bora with this century, in 
the latter years of King Henry the Seventh, 
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God rest his soul ! and can remember the late 
King Henry a beautiful youth, and good as 
beautiful” 

“Well, madam, between ourselves, I may 
date about the same time, and can remember 
both the young princes, as they were then, 
Arthur and Henry. Ah well, madam ! at the 
opening of each new reign the nation was 
full of hopes, and so were we; but now we 
have learned a little caution, and only wish to 
keep quiet. You were much about the court 
in your younger days, dame Margery, and 
entrusted with many secrets ?” 

“ I was, sir. God help me P’ 

“ And now, madam, when you have escaped 
with life and property through all those dan- 
gers, and are hoping only for quiet, you are 
entrusted with a new secret, which may cost 
you both.” 

Dame Margery was silent. 

“Remember, dame, that in any difficulty 
respecting this new charge, it were well to 
have a prudent friend, like myself, who, being 
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in your secret, can ward off danger without 
taking any part; any decided — that is, any 
public part, on either side of the question. 
Dame Margery was still silent. 

“ And therefore, madam,” pursued the ex- 
mayor, " you would do well to confide to me, 
who the little lady is, whom you keep in such 
seclusion, and nevertheless in such state.” 

“ Young folk of her sex and age have always 
been better for a modest retirement,” replied 
dame Margery ; “ and for state, sir, it is little 
she can have in my poor house. She has at- 
tendants, for she is young and delicate.” 

“ May we not hope, madam, for the favour 
of her sweet company ?” 

“ She comes not below, sir ; and I pray 
you to accept, instead of the young lady’s 
company, that of Mistress Joan, whose con- 
fections are much esteemed, and who is only 
awaiting our summons to enter with the mulled 
wine, spiced according to Mistress Maude 
Bayley’s receipt, who learned it in the old 
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king’s time, in secret, of Mistress Molly Bullen, 
cousin to the ill-fated Lady Anne.” 

Thus saying, a little hand-bell was rung, and 
Mistress Joan appeared, with other damsels, 
bearing, not only the esteemed confections, 
with the spiced wine of such courtly re- 
nown, but also much substantial fare, to divert 
the curiosity of the ex-mayor into a safer 
channel. 

Meanwhile, in the apartments above, in 
which was displayed more of costly decoration, 
a lovely girl, of about thirteen years of age, was 
reading aloud to a young person of maturer 
age, whose meek, yet intellectual countenance, 
bespoke thought and feeling, and religious 
hope. “ I am tired now,” said the Lady 
Blanche, shutting her book. 

“ So soon !” said Cecilia Feckenham. “ Then 
shall I read a little ?” 

“ Oh, yes ! that will amuse me much more.” 
Accordingly the book was given into the hands 
of Cecilia, who had scarcely read a page when 

X 
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she was interrupted by, “Let me have Snowden 
on my lap while you read ?” 

“ I think,” said that lady, shutting the book, 
“ that we had better have one pleasure at a 
time ; therefore I will put aside our book till 
to-morrow, and you can amuse yourself as you 
think best, till the hour of night prayer.” 

The pet which bore the majestic name of 
“ Snowden,” was a little tame white rabbit, 
now taken from his prison-house to enjoy, 
not precisely his liberty, but a certain mixture 
of play and tormenting, which he might fancy 
to be such ; and fancy is a pleasing cheat, even 
to a rabbit ! 

“ Poor little Snowden P cried Blanche ; 
“ you were born in a prison — so was L You 
are a poor little frightened silly white thing — 
and so am I. You can never be made wiser 
— no more can I. And what were the use,” 
continued she, endeavouring to gain Cecilia's 
attention, “ what were the use of trying, out 
of such a silly thing as a rabbit, to make a wise 
owl, or even a hare ? And, ah me ! what were 
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the use of trying to make a Cecily Feckenham, 
or even a Dame Margery, of poor Blanche 
Seymour ?” 

“ So I am the owl,” said Cecilia, smiling, 
“ but I think that Dame Margery is more like 
the bird of wisdom, and I the hare.” 

“ Why, certainly, dame Margery is not like 
the swift hare,” said Blanche. “No! she is 
more like the tortoise ; and now I think more 
of it, she is very like the tortoise, which can 
draw its legs, and even its head, quite safe 
and close into its shell. Oh, this is just dame 
Margery ; who, as Mistress Joan says, keeps 
her own counsel, as well as other people’s 
secrets, safer than lock and key.” 

“This proves not only an honourable, but 
also a strong, character,” said Cecilia. 

“ I suppose it does,” said Blanche ; “ but it 
is very tiresome. I want to know why she 
has now the charge of me, instead of my Lady 
Lumley, and why she has brought me from 
the sweet country into this dismal city ? But 
most of all. Mistress Cecily, I want to know. 
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— come closer, that I may whisper it, — I want 
to know; and, perhaps, you can tell me; I 
want to know so much, so much ; and if you 
will but tell me, I will love you so dearly. It 
is — it is to know— (stoop your head down)— 

it is to know who I am ?” 

“ A poor little, frightened, silly white rab- 
bit,” replied Cecilia. 

4C Ob,” cried Blanche, laughing, though 
much provoked, “ that is only my own ac- 
count of myself.” 

“ Which,” added Cecilia, “ people are sel- 
dom so sincere in giving, as to be contented 
to receive it from others.” 

44 Well, but I did not ask you,” said Blanche, 
“ what I was, but who I was. I know that I 
am timid and silly, but then it is because of 
the manner in which I have been treated, 
which,” added she, again laughing, “ has been 
just like the rabbit, or worse, for he is fright- 
ened only by what he actually sees or hears, 
but understands nothing about the frightful 
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future; so that he is better off than I am, 
after all, and I wish I were the rabbit.” 

“When you are in a more serious mood,” 
replied Cecilia, “ I will endeavour to convince 
you how wrong that wish would be, if you 
really entertained it, and how innocently that 
little animal can continue to be timid and 
silly, because its Creator requires no more of 
it; while from you much more is required, 
and you cannot determine to remain without 
improvement.” 

“ Why cannot I ?” said Blanche. 

“Because,” replied Cecilia, “while to the 
brute creation has been given only instinct, to 
you has been granted a rational soul, capable 
of knowing,, loving, and serving, your Creator, 
and of making continual progress in these 
natural capabilities. You are, moreover, a 
Christian, and therefore accountable not only 
for this natural gift of intellect, as a human 
being, but also for the graces received in 
Baptism. Of those to whom much has been 
given, much will be required.” 
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CHAPTER IL 



O, thou immortal soul ! Thou spark of heavenly fire. 
Think of thy destiny, — raise to it thy desire ; 

Soar above all the clouds and mists of earth, 

And gain new strength whence thou deriv’st thy birth. 



“ I am in a serious mood enough now, Mistress 
Cecily,” said the lady Blanche, a few days 
after the above conversation; “and indeed I 
have need to be so. Dame Margery has been 
talking to me for nearly an hour; and, as if 
that were not enough, father Anthony has 
been lecturing me since, on all the virtues, 
and all the vices; and lamenting that I had 
received so few religious advantages, and had 
profited so little by those few, and a great deal 
more, that I cannot remember. I asked him 
whether he thought the Queen would take my 
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head off, at which he seemed much displeased, 
and asked me who had put such ideas into my 
head ; and added a great deal, which was in- 
tended to give me comfort and courage. But 
the reason for all this fresh exhortation and 
advice I have not yet told you; it is, that I 
am at length to prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.” % 

“ Indeed; I rejoice to hear this,” replied 
Cecilia. “ Doubly do I rejoice: first, that 
you are to receive those strengthening graces, 
which you so greatly need; and then, at the 
assurance this ought to give us, that a more 
tolerant spirit is gaining ground, for otherwise, 
who could expect to receive a Sacrament that 
is given by a bishop only ?” 

“Is it only a bishop who gives Confirma- 
tion ?” said Blanche. “ Then it is a complete 
mystery to me, how the dame can contrive 
that, during these fresh troubles, I should see 
one of our Catholic bishops. I was told that 
they were all either in prison, in exile, or 
martyrs in their graves. Do you then think 
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that dame Margery intends to get leave from 
the Queen to enter some state prison, or go 
beyond the seas in search of one?” 

“1 have just remembered,” replied Cecilia, 
“ that, on extraordinary occasions, when there 
is a just and reasonable cause, the power of 
administering Confirmation can be delegated 
to a priest, by the Holy See, although the 
chrism must be blessed by a bishop ; therefore, 
perhaps father Anthony, or some other, has 
received faculties to confer this Sacrament. 
But why do you speak of fresh troubles?” 
continued she $ “ I have heard of none.” 

“ Neither have I ; but during all this long 
conversation with father Anthony, the terror 
I was in, both for him and for myself, pre- 
vented my attending properly to what he said ; 
for I perceived that there was much more 
caution used than has been of late. Instead 
of merely locking the outward door, and open- 
ing that on the little staircase, the tapestry 
was hung all round the walls, so that no 
stranger could possibly tell, without a long 
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search, where the door was; and, in fact, 
when I asked father Anthony whether there 
was fresh cause for alarm, he owned that for 
himself there was, but none for me. He also 
said, that, as he could not with any certainty 
engage to carry on my instructions for Con- 
firmation, he hoped you, mistress Cecily, 
would assist mistress Ann Bailey to do that 
good work ; and that I should not only listen 
to, but copy you as far as possible. 

“ Father Anthony tells me,” continued 
Blanche, “that if I receive this Sacrament 
with proper dispositions, I shall become a 
strong and perfect Christian.” 

“Undoubtedly you will,” replied Cecilia. 
“ Almighty God will give you grace sufficient. 
He is never wanting on His part. He is a 
liberal benefactor.” 

“ Father Anthony also tells me,” said 
Blanche, “that the graces I received at my 
baptism were sufficient to strengthen my in- 
fancy, but that I must not presume on them 
longer than the time designed by God, who 
VOL. l f 
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has appointed the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to assist and strengthen our riper years. He 
says that I ought to have been confirmed 
directly I came to the age of reason, and 
assures me that I shall lose all my foolish 
terrors, when I have been strengthened by 
Confirmation. Therefore, really I am look- 
ing forward to it with comfort : but what am 
I to do?” 

“ You must first understand perfectly,” 
replied Cecilia, “the great blessing which is 
prepared for you. In Confirmation the Holy 
Ghost descends upon the soul, enabling her 
to keep all the promises she made at her 
baptism, which promises were, to renounce 
every thing displeasing to God. The Holy 
Ghost, then, will, at your Confirmation, de- 
scend upon your soul really, actually, leaving 
a mark on it which you will never lose, — a 
pledge that you have received your Divine 
Visitor, and that He has enriched you with 
seven distinct gifts.” 

“ Seven distinct gifts !” repeated Blanche 
with joy. “ I shall be rich indeed !” 
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" I will simply enumerate them at present,” 
continued Cecilia, “ and will afterwards dwell 
on each in detail. They are: — Wisdom, Un- 
derstanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, 
Piety, Fear ” 

“Fear!” exclaimed Blanche; “I am half 
dead with fear already ! Am I to receive, as 
a gift, more fear ? What a strange thing, when 
I am expecting to receive strength and cou- 
rage, from all those gifts you first mentioned, 
that you should end with Fear I” 

“ It is only strange to you, because you 
interrupted me,” replied Cecilia; “for I was 
going to say, ' Fear of God,’ which casts out 
all other fear. Now, with all your terrors and 
alarms, lady Blanche, you have very little of 
this holy fear, which would make you think 
of God alone, instead of the passing storms 
of a perishable world.” 

“ Will this holy fear of God make me lose 
my fear of the Queen ?” said Blanche. 

“ It will indeed,” replied Cecilia. 

“And of dame Margery?” 

f 2 
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"Yes, of dame Margery, by raising your 
mind and heart above this childish dr ead of 
those who are only His instruments. Neither 
the Queen, dame Margery, nor any one else, 
could harm you without His permission. It 
is unfaithful of you, in every sense of the 
word, to doubt His fatherly love and protec- 
tion ; for, although you have not yet been con- 
firmed, you have received the gift of faith.” 

" You mean at my baptism ?” said Blanche. 
" Yes,” replied Cecilia. u The gifts of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, were then be- 
stowed on you, and are not repeated, but only 
strengthened, in Confirmation. But why are 
you pursued by these terrors T 

"Because,” replied Blanche, "I have the 
conviction that the dame wonld sacrifice me 
directly it suited the Queen. For it was she 
who prevented my going beyond the seas with 
the lady Lumley, saying, that I was not to 
be removed out of the kingdom without the 
Queen's knowledge, and shewing Her Ma- 
jesty’s signature to the transfer that was to be 
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made of me to her custody, as well I may call 
it ; for what was the old Manor House, in the 
Fens, but a prison to me ; and what is this but 
a prison; and what does all this precaution 
and mystery about me mean, but that I am, 
in some way or other, an object of Her Ma- 
jesty’s jealousy? Yet how could that be at 
my youthful age; and why should I be kept 
in such seclusion, unless I were of the same 
race with herself? This has been hinted at- 
this I have overheard. Then, who am I? 
Ah ! mistress Cecily, can you have the heart 
to deny me the poor comfort of knowing who 
are, or who were, my parents, and who I 
am ? Surely I should be better able to meet 
the dangers of my future life if I had this 
sad knowledge.” 

“ I see no reason,” replied Cecilia, “ to 
refuse you the little knowledge I myself pos- 
sess, but indeed it is very little,, and what I 
share in common with the other ladies who 
attend you. We know that you are of the 
blood royal, and pay you the ceremonial cour- 
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tesy as such ; but of what branch of the family, ^ 
or how nearly connected with Her Majesty* 
we know not ; yet of this we may be certain, 
that your destiny is in the hands of an all- 
wise, all-powerful, and all-loving, God, who 
will bestow on you far more than He asks in 
return, of strength and fortitude.” 

“Tell me only this,” said Blanche; “does 
my mother live?” 

“ I cannot tell,” replied Cecilia. “ But why 
do you not ask also for your father?” 

“ Because I know that he is dead,” said 
Blanche. “ It is just six years ago that I was 
told to pray for the soul of my father; and 
then I overheard them whisper that he had 
died a prisoner of state in the Tower.” 

“ Alas P said Cecilia, “ does not all this sad 
knowledge make you feel how worthless are 
all the titles and honours of earth, since even 
here they are the source of danger and dis- 
tress, and profit nothing for the world to 
come! For there your glory will arise, not 
from the proud blood of the Tudors, nor from 
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the beauty which, with the peasant girl as with 
the Queen, fades like the fickle love it raises, — 
nor from a piercing wit, or learned store, — but 
from the fruits of that Spirit which I pray 
may soon descend upon you; from love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
patience. These will endure in transcendent 
glory for ever . 11 
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CHAPTER m. 

Oh ! wouldst thou duly greet 
Th’ expected guest Divine, 

And give Him entrance meet 
Into thy temple’s shrine; 

First bid all company 
Of idle thoughts be gone, 

With dangerous phantasy, 

And greet thy God alone. 

“ Can you remember,” said Cecilia, on the 
following day, u what we were yesterday 
speaking of, respecting Confirmation?” 

“ I think I can,” replied the lady Blanche. 
“ I have been reading aloud to mistress Bay- 
ley, on the Sacrament of Confirmation; and 
I remember all that father Anthony told me 
about the strength that would be given me 
in that Sacrament, and also your explanation 
of holy fear, or the fear of God, which was 
the only gift I found difficult to connect with 
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strength. The other gifts are just such as 
I should expect would be given to form a 
strong and perfect Christian. Wisdom, Un- 
derstanding, — but where is the difference be- 
tween these two?” 

“ I was taught,” replied Cecilia, “ to con- 
sider 4 Wisdom ’ as that power which enables 
us to prefer, to make choice of, our Creator, 
from a perception of His excellence ; and this 
may be done by a generous devotion of the 
mind, without entering into the details of our 
faith; while ‘Understanding’ is the power to 
view, to investigate, and to receive, each point 
of our belief. Do you comprehend?” 

“ I think I do,” replied Blanche; “for it 
seems very like the explanation that was given 
the other day, of the difference between con- 
templation and meditation. Is it so?” 

“With respect to the application of the 
mind, it is not unlike,” said Cecilia. “The 
next gift will be ‘ Counsel,’ which is the power 
to consider, and decide on, what will most 
promote the glory of God.” 

f 3 



Digitized by Google 




106 



Blanche’s 



44 Counsel, then,” observed Blanche, 44 should 
be represented, like Justice, holding the scales. 
I shall be very glad to receive that power.” 

44 And 4 Fortitude,’ ” continued Cecilia, smil- 
ing, 44 what say you to that ?” 

44 Oh!” cried Blanche, "no one will know 
me, and I shall not recognise myself. / pos- 
sess 4 Fortitude ?’ It seems impossible !” 

44 Nothing is impossible,” said Cecilia, 44 to 
the Spirit of God. Is He not described as 
descending like a mighty wind ? Who can 
resist Him ? At another time, as gently 
breathing where He willeth ! Who can refuse 
Him?” 

44 Ah !” said Blanche, sighing, 44 you are a 
spiritual person, mistress Cecily. You must 
have received the Holy Spirit with such pro- 
per dispositions, that He has never left you. 
But tell me: have you ever been in great 
difficulties and dangers ? Have you ever been 
put to the proof, with respect to this spiritual 
strength ?” 

44 Oh r far be it from me to advance myself 
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as an example, in any way,” replied Cecilia; 
“ yet I may truly say that, from my very 
infancy, my path has been beset with trials 
and temptations; while more dangerous, be- 
cause more hidden, ones lay within my own 
breast. But I know not what you would con- 
sider the greatest proof of spiritual strength ?” 
“ I think,” replied Blanche, “ that nothing 
but supernatural strength could enable a per- 
son, in these times, to own herself a Catholic. 
Now, do you believe that the graces and gifts 
I shall receive in Confirmation will enable me 
to confess my faith?” 

“Undoubtedly they will,” replied Cecilia. 
“They will give strength sufficient to resist 
all temptations to conceal your faith, strength 
sufficient to declare yourself openly and de- 
cidedly what you are, — a Catholic; strength 

sufficient to encounter chains or exile 

strength to mount the scaffold, and to lay 
your head on the block!” Here a piercing 
shriek from the terrified Blanche warned 
Cecilia that, in the present unfortified state 

Digitized by Google 




108 



BLANCHES 



of the poor little aspirant, she must modify 
the expression of her own warm and lofty 
sentiments. 

“ But you do not really think that such is 
to be my fate ?” said Blanche, recovering her- 
self. 

“ Not at all,” replied Cecilia, cheerfully. 
“ But God has to some granted the generous 
spirit of martyrdom, at a very early age, with- 
out the act. I had a little cousin, perchance 
she yet lives, who, when informed that her 
father had suffered for his faith, on the scaf- 
fold, clapped her hands for joy, exclaiming, 

‘ Papa is a martyr ! papa is a martyr ! Do 
you think I shall see his feet in heaven 
Being then told, that if she would consent to 
suffer death in the same way, the coach should 
take her to the place of execution ; she made 
all her preparations with the greatest alacrity, 
continually repeating, ‘ Only think of little 
me ! going to be a martyr ! How very good 
of God!’” 

"I suppose that even that little creature 
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had been confirmed,” said Blanche. “ Well ! 
I begin to feel very anxious to receive this 
strengthening sacrament — what is the next 
gift?” 

" Knowledge,” replied Cecilia. " The de- 
sire of it is so strongly implanted in our 
very nature, that our minds would be quite 
filled with evil knowledge, did not this divine 
gift take precedence, as it were, in our souls, 
empowering us to gain that only, which shall 
benefit us. Any one, therefore, who is pre- 
pared to receive the gift of holy knowledge 
in Confirmation, must no longer seek for dan- 
gerous and pernicious knowledge, in forbidden 
books and conversations.” 

“ Why do you look so fixedly at me,” said 
Lady Blanche, “and speak in so pointed a 
manner ?” 

“ Do you think,” continued Cecilia, “ that 
you can duly prepare to receive that holy 
guest, while, at the same time, you are filling 
your mind with every thing, the most opposed 
and offensive to it ?” 
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“ Indeed,” said Blanche, colouring deeply 
with shame and resentment, and endeavouring 
to evade the subject by haughtiness of manner, 
“If I understand you, mistress Cecily, you 
are now interfering in what does not belong 
to your office at all. You were appointed to 
be my companion, and neither my governess 
nor my confessor. Mistress Anne Bayley is 
the one, and father Anthony the other, and 
what you allude to is their affair, not yours.” 

“ As I am, with your own consent,” replied 
Cecilia, with mild firmness, “ deputed by your 
confessor to assist in preparing you for con- 
firmation, it is my duty to warn you against 
receiving that sacrament unworthily.” 

“ Oh !” cried Blanche, “ you do use such 
strong expressions, and terrify me so unneces- 
sarily.” 

“ The expression is not too strong,” re- 
plied Cecilia, “ when I am borne out by the 
fact, that you are concealing, both from your 
confessor and your governess, the books you 
receive in secret from one of your maids.” 
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Blanche turned aside her head, and replied 
not. 

“In receiving these books, as you do, by 
stealth,” continued Cecilia, “ there is link 
upon link of evil. — First, there is the con- 
cealment from those to whom you owe your 
confidence ; — next, the giving your confidence 
where it has been forbidden you, there is 
deceit and disobedience; and then inducing 
another to commit both. These are the pre- 
liminary faults, attendant on the prime evil of 
reading improper books.” 

Blanche here turned round, and said — 
“How know you now, mistress Cecily, that 
these books are improper? Have you been 
reading them yourself?” 

“ No,” said Cecilia, “ I know not even their 

titles, but dame Margery ” 

“Dame Margery!” shrieked Blanche. — 
“ What of dame Margery ?” 

“ She called me to her yesterday,” con- 
tinued Cecilia, “ and asked me whether I 
had procured, or caused to be procured, two 
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books which lay on the table before her,* 
and which, she said, were fit to destroy all 
that pious education, retirement, and good 
example, could effect in her young people. 
‘For of what use,’ said she, ‘would it be to 
shut out the world, with its mixture of good 
and evil, only to re-admit it, in a form wholly 
evil, within the leaves of these wicked books ! 
As well may you mix arsenic with your food, 
and hope for health ; as pray, read, meditate, 
and frequent the sacraments, while drinking 
the poison of these works T 11 

“ Ah, well-a-day !” said Blanche, now pale 
and trembling ; “ but did she ask any questions 
about me ?” 

“ Not of me,” replied Cecilia, “ but on dis- 
missing me, she sent for Annie.” 

“For Annie!” cried Blanche, “then all is 
known! Oh, mistress Cecily, sweet mistress 
Cecily, intercede for us with dame Margery. 
Tell her we will never read another story- 
book, if she will but pardon us! Tell her 
I only got as far as the Giant and the Witch.” 
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“ But did you really only re&d so far?” 
inquired Cecilia. 

“ Perhaps a little further,” said Blanche. 

“ I will take no message that I am not 
quite certain of being true,” said Cecilia, 
M nor will I weakly yield to your dread of 
human punishment ; for I understand from 
dame Margery, that these books have been 
brought into the house during several months.” 

At this instant the door opened, softly, yet 
quickly, and the said Anne, a young creature, 
about two years older than the lady Blanche, 
darting to the cushioned settee, on which the 
latter was seated, threw herself on her knees, 
with her arms round her young patroness, and 
c< Oh, Annie ! Annie I” and “ Ah, my lady ! 
my lady P were all that could be articulated, 
before the door again opened; but this time 
in due state, as dame Margery herself ap- 
peared, ushered in by mistress Joan, and 
followed by mistress Anne Bayley, who bore 
in each hand, yet extended far from her per- 
son, the obnoxious books in question. 
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“Oh, Annie, Annie, stay by me,” whis- 
pered lady Blanche ; but Annie shrank away 
behind the high back of the tapestried chair, 
now placed for dame Margery. “Mistress 
Cecily, stand before me !” cried she ; but 
Cecilia moved still further from her : and 
Blanche, left alone to encounter the aged 
triumvirate, now facing her, threw, as a last 
resource, the fringed canopy over her head, 
exclaiming : “Well, then, I do wish I was the 
rabbit!” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

“ Can the blind conduct the blind ?” 

The Saviour's lips have said ; 

Will they not both danger find, 

And fall among the dead ? 

Dame Margery’s lectures were never long, 
for she expressed briefly what she felt strongly, 
and possessed the rare art of knowing when 
to stop. After ascertaining the exact extent 
of the delinquency of the two culprits, who 
had been, until the arrival of Cecilia Fecken- 
ham, constant companions and intimates, dame 
Margery proceeded to speak on the nature of 
true friendship, preparatory to passing the sen- 
tence, which both dreaded to hear. “Take 
this for a principle,"* said she, “that when an 
attachment does not tend to good, it must tend 
to evil : there is no neutral ground in youthful 
friendship. There must be either a generous 
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emulation, and an ardent desire to attain per- 
fection, with a tenacity of your friend’s virtue 
as of your own, or it will degenerate into a 
base compliance with each other’s weaknesses, 
and you become accomplices, not friends. — 
There are those who, had they never met, 
would have been saints — but meeting, have 
become sinners. 

“ Directly you find that your so-called friend 
flatters your foible, leave her I Let her merit 
in other respects be ever so great, to you she 
is dangerous. She has become the right eye 
that must be plucked out, the right hand 
that must be cut off. Let her go, to become 
strong in a more healthful atmosphere than 
yours. Let her go, that in her room other 
and more life-giving principles and feelings 
may spring up and flourish. Annie Gifford, 
before she waited on Blanche Seymour, was 
full of truth and piety. Her Psalter and her 
Saints’ Lives were enough reading for her. She 
sang her sweet hymns while at work, and gave 
the open eye, and the bright smile to all — and 
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what is she now ? A poor, miserable, cring- 
ing, sly thing — a hypocrite, and a liar!” 

Here poor Annie sank her head beneath the 
chair on which sate dame Margery. “And 
you, Blanche Seymour,” continued the old 
lady, “ before you knew Annie Gifford, were 
humble, cheerful, grateful, and contented; 
ardent in the acquisition of useful and pious 
knowledge — happy in your home. You have 
now become haughty, vain, restless, and dis- 
contented in the sight of your teachers and 
companions ; and how far the inward corrup- 
tion has spread, by the perusal, during four 
months, of a succession of these wicked books, 
Almighty God and father Anthony alone can 
tell. Now, beg each other’s pardon for the 
scandal you have mutually given, and give 
each other the parting kiss of peace, for you 
will meet no more !” 

In an instant, the sheltering canopy was 
thrown off Blanche Seymour’s face, and she 
sprang erect on the settee. “ What !” cried 
she, “ meet no more !” The blood which had 



Digitized by Google 




118 



Blanche's 



mantled in her cheeks then fled, and her lips 
moved inaudibly as she strove to continue 
speaking. Cecilia, fearing that she would 
faint, and fall from the elevation to which she 
had sprung, then took her in her arms and 
lifted her down, supporting her as she received 
the last close embrace of her weeping friend. 
“ Ah, Annie P at length cried she, u I will go 
with you — we will keep a shop — I will get 
money from the queen P She knew not what 
she said, and was at last unconscious that poor 
Annie was gone, and that it was Cecilia she 
grasped so tightly as the door closed, and left 
them again alone. 

“ It is I — it is Cecilia who is with you,” said 
the latter, after a considerable pause. 

“ Oh ! mistress Cecily I” cried Blanche, " why 
does Almighty God send me such affliction 
before I have been strengthened by confirma- 
tion ; and ah ! why could not that terrible 
dame Margery wait till after that time T 

"I have heard her say,” replied Cecilia, 
“ that ‘ those who have sinned apart may re- 
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pent together, but those who have sinned to- 
gether must repent apart;' and her discourse 
to you just now was in accordance with that 
sentiment. She does not think that you would 
have had strength enough, if Annie remained 
in the house, to have resisted the temptation 
of being together, and when together, of talk- 
ing mischief, and filling each other’s head with 
hurtful ideas. It would have required more 
strength to have resisted so constant and near 
a temptation, than it will to bear the separa- 
tion, however painful ; for to live in the midst 
of danger, without being injured, is what God 
expects of those only whom He has strength- 
ened by the gifts of His Spirit” 

" Then do you think those cruel words, 
* meet no more,’ meant only till after we have 
been confirmed?” said Blanche. 

“ I cannot tell,” replied Cecilia; “but your 
best chance of meeting again is certainly by 
your mutual good conduct, for that will be the 
only sure test of your repentance ; and, much 
as I grieve for your distress, lady Blanche, I 
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am not satisfied with the nature of it. I see 
plainly that you s are sorry to lose Annie, 
ashamed of having done wrong, afraid of the 
displeasure of dame Margery, but I cannot 
sufficiently see that you are affected by the 
idea, or rather the certainty, of having dis- 
pleased that all-powerful Being, whose very 
essence is truth and purity.'” 

“ Indeed, mistress Cecily,” said Blanche, 
again weeping, “ you are as severe as dame 
Margery; but I hope God is more indulgent 
than either of you to a poor little weak girl 
like me.” 

“ And suppose, then,” replied Cecilia, " that 
you had nothing to fear from His displeasure, 
would that authorise your filling your mind 
with the illusions of His enemy, when He is 
preparing to visit you with all his rich gifts 
and graces? Will you not open your heart 
in grateful affection to such a Benefactor, and 
receive, in addition to all the gifts we have 
already mentioned, that of Piety ?” 

Of Piety !” repeated Blanche. “ Yes, 
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indeed, I shall be glad to receive that gift; 
for then I shall like more to hear of God, and 
shall love Him more, and be more grieved to 
have offended Him. Perhaps,” added she, “I 
may then love Him as you do.” 

“ Oh, far more, I trust,” replied Cecilia. 
“But tell me,” continued Blanche, “have 
you ever loved any one besides God ?” 

“ Being an orphan,” said Cecilia, “ while 
yet an infant, the first person I can remember 
to have loved was my uncle, the reverend 
abbot of Westminster. To him I owe all that 
I know and feel of spiritual good; and the 
sanctity and dignity of his religious station 
gave him a value in my eyes far above the 
grandest titles of secular rank. He was at 
once my uncle, my guardian, my confessor, my 
dearest and most confidential friend. Ah ! by 
how many lovely and venerable ties was I 
attached to him. Yet it was he who taught 
me to give my first love to my God, shewing 
me, as a firm unalterable truth, that no love 
to a human being, however deserving he may 
VOL. i. G 
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be, and however holy the tie, is lawful if it 
supersede, or take the lead of, the love of God. 
With respect to other earthly ties, he warned 
me, and I repeat his very words, that a young 
girl’s affections are very strong, and, unless 
well-directed, are easily carried away by sen- 
sible objects, — so far indeed carried away, that 
the love of Jesus is cast into shade and for- 
gotten. These continued instructions, by the 
grace of God, sunk so deeply into my heart, 
the dread of becoming unfaithful to my first 
and only true Love, was so strong, that when 
I grew old enough to be taken into society, 
I found it distasteful to me, — as composed, 
generally speaking, of His false friends, and 
hidden enemies; and I obtained leave of my 
old kinswoman, with whom I lived, to remain 
quietly occupied in the duties of my home.” 

“ And what were those duties?” inquired 
Blanche. 

“ They were,” replied Cecilia, “ the daily 
Mass, and frequent communion in the Abbey 
Church, reading aloud to my aged relative, 
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assisting her in her domestic concerns, and 
taking nearly the sole charge of a poor para- 
lytic woman, who had once been my nurse.” 

“ And were you happy ?” said Blanche. 

“ I was happy,” continued Cecilia, " till the 
imprisonment of the abbot, and the suppres- 
sion of the abbey. I then feared to lose all 
the outward means of grace, which had been so 
abundantly bestowed on me ; and, indeed, our 
privations for a time were very great; but 
God raised me up a friend in dame Margery, 
who had been a penitent of the abbot's at the 
time he was confessor to Queen Mary. She 
could not save the uncle, but she has, during 
many years, befriended me ; and, at the death 
of my aged cousin, sent for me to live beneath 
her own roof.” 

“And have you never wished to be mar- 
ried ?” said lady Blanche. 

“ Never,” replied Cecilia. 

“ With your strong mind, and your piety, 
mistress Cecily,” said Blanche, “ you must be 
much happier in a condition which so many 
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others would dread. For my part, I must con- 
fess that Annie and I were always talking of 
being married.” 

“I suppose you were,” replied Cecilia; "and 
yet how unprofitable is such discourse, to say 
no more — especially in your case, lady Blanche, 
who, from your peculiar position, seem almost 
appointed by God to serve Him in the single 
state. Be assured, therefore, that if He has 
thus called you, He will not fail, in your ap- 
proaching Confirmation, to give you all the 
strengthening and supporting graces requisite, 
provided you place no further obstacle to the 
reception of His Holy Spirit You will then 
be enabled to offer him your whole heart — # 
this is your all ! We know, that in the sight 
of God it can, in itself, be only poverty and 
dross; still He asks for it, He claims it. He 
accepts it He rewards it by giving in ex- 
change His own. Oh ! lady Blanche, think 
what must be — but oh ! our thoughts can 
never compass what must be — the heart of 
God!” 
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“ It is too wonderful for me to understand,” 
said Blanche. “ A great God is too far above 
me, for me to love Him in the manner I could 
love a human being.’ 1 

“ You will soon understand it,” said Cecilia. 
“He Himself will teach you.” Then in a low 
tone she added : — “ Whosoever loves knows 
the cry of that voice.”* 

* Imitation of Christ. 



Digitized by Google 




126 



Blanche’s 



CHAPTER V. 



Thy secret is thy cross — 

I would thou couldst discover 
Thou shares t, to thy loss. 

That burden with another. 

For she who truly wise 
Shall carry it alone. 

And all its weight despise, 

Shall peace and honour own. 



“ How is this, mistress Anne Bayley ?" said 
mistress Joan. “ Here is the old coach a- 
preparing, two hired coaches, three litters, and 
a mighty train of horses and wagons for the 
household stuffs, all to return to the old house 
in the Fens, without consulting, or so much as 
giving me one hint of the kind ; and I in the 
midst of the fruit conserves, the dry-hanging, 
and the pickles ! Scarcely have I time to 
change my dowlet, and my pinners, before I 
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must take charge of the first coach, the litters, 
and the pillion riders ; so I pray you tie down 
a few jars in courtesy.” 

“You are called for, to mount, mistress 
Joan,” said an equestrian damsel, fully accou- 
tred. “We are all ready, save those for the 
dame’s own coach^ which is to follow the very 
last.” 

u Alack ! did any one ever know such a 
mockery to put upon a body of my years and 
experience, as to hatch up a mystery about 
returning to the Fens, when ’tis known, . as well 
as the Queen’s age, long save her Grace, that 
dame Margery can go and come just as it suits 
her, and her Majesty dare not say her nay; and 
while half the world says ’tis by witchcraft, I 
know the true scent, — and a pretty scent it is, 
and well worth the knowing, and blessings on 
Dr. Dee,* who invented it, from the favour he 
bore dame Margery in those kind days long 
past.” 

* A celebrated astrologer in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
who greatly duped his royal mistress. 
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“Here is your farthingale, mistress Joan,” 
said another damsel. 

“ ’Twas a lucky horoscope truly,” continued 
Mrs. Joan, adjusting her farthingale, “ that 
placed the dame’s life and happiness as the 
index to that of the Queen’s ! Mighty careful 
has her Grace been, that no mischance to dame 
Margery should forerun evil to herself; and 
mighty good ” 

“Oh, mistress Joan, mistress Joan,” whis- 
pered the first damsel, returning, “here’s the 
dame herself.” 

“And mighty good conserves would they 
have been,” pursued mistress Joan adroitly, 
“had they been made in their natural place in 
the Fens, instead of being brought so far, just 
to jolt back again all in a fret. Yes, my dame, 
I am ready, and but little beholden to you for 
courteous information. And the worshipful 
mayor that was, master Nicholas Tresham, 
what think you of his disappointment about 
the garlic pinked and dry hung, with the jar 
of coneys ? Yes, dame, I am going — I am 
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gone ! Ah, well-a-day ! did any one ever 

see how some folk have it all their own way, 
while others, for all their twisting and twining, 
must go as they are driven at last” 

The long train of vehicles and horses at 
length started from the city mansion of dame 
Margery, on the road to the old Manor House 
in the Fens, much to the discomfiture, not 
only of mistress Joan and many of the damsels 
in her train, but also, though more politely 
evinced, of mistress Bayley, who thought she 
had lived long enough to be surprised at 
nothing ! At the first halt they made, which 
was about nine miles from Lincoln, “ You 
will now take a litter, and follow the rest of 
the cavalcade,” said dame Margery, “ with the 
two strong farming-men for your body-guard, 
for I am going no further with my coach.” 

“ And the lady Blanche ?” 

“ Not yet awhile will you have her com- 
pany, nor that of mistress Cecily. We have 
had this little drive and one halting with you 
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for courtesy and refreshment of spirit, and now 
bid you God speed.” 

“ Then you have seemed to leave Lincoln,” 
said mistress Bayley, " merely to get rid of 
master Nicholas Tresham, and are about to 
return thither?” 

“ I am about to do the bidding of another, 
not my own,” returned the dame. 

“ Alas for the lady Blanche !” sighed mis- 
tress Bayley. “ Much do I fear for her, since 
these disturbances in favour of the Scottish 
queen will make our royal mistress doubly 
vigilant for all of kin to her.” 

“ Fare thee well, mistress Anne,” said dame 
Margery, without making any comment on 
mistress Bayley **8 remark. " Keep kind but 
vigilant care of the young Annie Gifford, and 
continue the instructions for Holy Confirma- 
tion, for it may happen that a gentleman may 
ask your hospitality soon from beyond the seas. 
Entertain him prudently: and if he ask you 
for a little wine in private, then you may know 
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he is the bishop's messenger, and a priest; 
but if he ask you for a little oil, then know 
that it is the bishop himself; and if father 
Anthony can be soon warned, then Annie can 
get confirmation, before ’tis light in the morn- 
ing, no one being advertised of the matter but 
you four convened, and Mark the woodsman.” 

“ He is no woodsman,” said mistress Bayley, 
smiling. 

“ Think and speak of him as a woodsman,” 
said the dame, “ or he may prove a headsman.” 
" And my lady Blanche,” again urged mis- 
tress Bayley, “ of whom I have had the care, 
to make her lettered according to my poor 
scholarship, with much solicitude for her con- 
firmation ; what are you about with her, that 
she comes not f ’ 

“ Anne Bayley,” said the dame, “ we have 
been friends in mutual respect nigh forty years, 
during twenty of which I gave as much confi- 
dence as I received, for ’t is soothing to share a 
secret with another, the pleasant becomes plea- 
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santer, and the painful is made easier ; and you 
kept a secret well, Anne, so long as I was with 
you to bear my own share ; but whensoever we 
parted, you must needs have some one to help 
you to bear the load ; and why should I mis- 
judge you in this? God forbid! Howbeit 
this had its dangers, so I resolved, just twenty 
years come All Souls, that I would listen an 
they would, but tell to none; and trust me, 
mistress Anne, that your weal has sped well, 
for your being able to complain of the uncour- 
teous silence of Margery Wyckeham.* 

Mistress Bayley, who never contended, here 
pressed Dame Margery’s hand, and was faith- 
ful to the present secret of short duration, 
namely, that the dame’s coach would not fol- 
low the rest of the vehicles and horse riders, 
now in motion; and while mistress Joan, on 
a pillion behind the head farming-man, con- 
ducted the equestrian party in front, she 
brought up the rear in her assigned litter, 
leaving to one of the serving-women her va- 
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cated seat in the roomy old coach. No farewell 
took place between her and her young pupil, 
and great was the surprise of Blanche to be 
waiting till the party towards the Fens were 
out of sight: then to hear the order “turn 
back,” and at length, when they had retraced 
their route -till within three miles of Lincoln, 
to turn into a wider and a better road, and be 
there joined by fresh horses, which bore them 
at a more rapid pace to the south-west from 
the city. 

Any change is reviving to the spirits of 
youth, and our poor little heroine, notwith- 
standing her usual timid apprehensions, was so 
fully persuaded that she was being taken to 
some bishop for her confirmation, that she 
was not terrified by the mystery of this, to her, 
sudden journey. The change of scene, of air, 
and of thought, conspired to raise her spirits, 
and she sang blithely at the carriage window 
till they stopped at some hostelry for their 
refreshment and night’s lodging. Here they 
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had evidently been expected, and they were 
accommodated with all the comfort and privacy 
they could desire. 

“ Mistress Cecily,” said Blanche, when alone 
with her friend, “I am sure that I am going 
to be confirmed sooner than we anticipated. 
Perhaps the bishop is concealed in this very 
house.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 



’Tis said, that “ walla have ears ” — would they had tongues, 
To utter all the misery, all the wrongs 
Which, through each struggling reign, alternate power 
Caused in thy sullen breast, thou ponderous Tower ! 

Thy very name breathes terror, and thy gates 

Are voices of ill-omen for the fates 

Of those who come. “ Traitor 1” the portal cries, 

If in a barge the entering victim lies, — 

Or if by land, ’tis then “ The Bloody Tower,” 

Sad presage of the anticipated hour 
Of scaffold and of axe. And yet, I ween, 

Tortures of greater cruelty have been 
Than speedy death : the tortures of the mind. 

These last perchance the worst, for so we find 
That noble hearts have burst, and Reason’s boast 
Hath fled deceived, in wandering mazes lost. 



After three days of the slow travelling of 
that epoch, our friends reached the suburbs 
of a vast city. During this last day’s journey, 
Cecilia had endured much mental suffering, 
which had increased as she approached and 
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recognised that vast city to be London ! 
“ And what,” thought she with intense pity 
and apprehension, “what should induce dame 
Margery to bring the lady Blanche to London, 
but to consign her a victim of royal jealousy 
to the Tower?” Before leaving Lincoln, 
she was aware that the duke of Norfolk had 
failed in all his schemes for the liberation of 
queen Mary of Scotland, still a prisoner in 
Fotheringay Castle, and was then himself un- 
der sentence of execution in the Tower : and 
she with good reason concluded that this dis- 
covery, as well as the rising in the north, 
under Percy, earl of Northumberland, had 
abridged the liberty of lady Blanche ; and 
she knew not whether or not to rejoice that 
this young victim, as she considered her, should 
have laid aside her terrors, and still continued 
to occupy herself either with the serious con- 
sideration of her approaching confession and 
succeeding confirmation, or with the more 
lively observation of the various incidents on 
the road. 
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But pity and apprehension were not the only 
feelings under which Cecilia suffered during 
the journey. She was still more tormented by 
(because her conscience struggled against) the 
judgment (rash or not, she could not tell) 
which she was passing on dame Margery : and 
as the little Blanche prattled on, with the 
conviction that she was journeying only to 
some concealed bishop for her confirmation, 
Cecilia could no longer endure the heartless 
placidity of the dame’s countenance ; and 
with all the energy of a character naturally 
enterprising and courageous, found vent only 
in a projected plan of escape for this innocent 
victim of state policy. 

In the meantime the coach heaved and 
rumbled over pavement, which would now be 
supposed the result of some earthquake, and 
at length conveyed them through the arches, 
and into the court of Somerset House. Here 
they did not immediately alight, but had to 
await the good pleasure of some one within, 
who, after exchanging messages by an ordinary 
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domestic, sent, after a long interval, a more 
confidential attendant, to inform dame Mar- 
gery that she had “ chosen an ill day.” The 
dame begged him to return, and state that she 
had “ called to return the jewels lent her by 
one of the court ladies, and had brought at the 
same time a packet of new Lincoln gloves, 
which, much she feared, might spoil by keep- 
ing.” This enigmatical message produced the 
desired effect, the door was opened, the stairs 
ascended, and our party established for that 
day and night in a suite of richly furnished 
rooms, overlooking the river, to the lady 
Blanche’s great delight. They saw nothing 
of their entertainers, and dame Margery soon 
left them until the following day : but before 
quitting the apartment, she removed a picture 
which hung in a recess in one of the smaller 
rooms, and, calling their attention to the panel 
behind it, said, “ When the great clock strikes 
six, push this little slide, and then remain wait- 
ing for the holy man who will shrive you.” 
This priest, to their great consolation, proved 
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to be Father Anthony ; and Blanche, with many 
tears, confessed all that lay on her conscience, 
and received the life-restoring Absolution. 
After this, he desired her to let her thoughts 
return entirely to the great duty before her, 
of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion. After Blanche had retired, Cecilia took 
her place at the little grating, and remained in 
long discourse with father Anthony, submit- 
ting to him all her fears, her plans, and her 
scruples, and left him with a courage renewed, 
yet changed in character, having more in it 
of endurance than of action. After the even- 
ing’s refreshment, Blanche requested Cecilia to 
inform her more particularly respecting the 
ceremony of Confirmation. “ I asked father 
Anthony,” said she, “to tell me what would 
be the exact moment, during the ceremony, 
when I should receive the Holy Ghost; and 
he replied, that the matter of this Sacrament 
is two-fold: the anointing with chrism; and 
the imposition of the Bishop’s hand, — and that 
the Church had not pronounced which of* these 



Digitized by Google 




140 



Blanche’s 



two is the more essential The outward unc- 
tion of chrism, or holy oil, is to signify, he tells 
me, the inward grace of the Sacrament, and 
that the form is, — ‘ I sign thee with the sign 
of the cross, I confirm thee with the chrism 
of salvation, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ And 
he added, that the Bishop would give me 
a slight blow on the cheek, mystically to 
signify the warfare I am to encounter, but 
saying at the same time, ‘pax tecum’ (peace 
be with thee), to assure me that I shall have 
strength enough to preserve myself in peace- 
come what may.” 

“ I have seldom praised you,” said Cecilia, 
“but I must do so now. I think you have 
paid great attention to father Anthony’s in- 
structions, to remember all this so well.” 

“ When I first learned of mistress Bayley,” 
replied Blanche, “ she tried to make me un- 
derstand, that ‘every Sacrament contains, in- 
wardly, the grace of God, and outwardly, a 
certain matter and form, which must be used 
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before that grace is conveyed to the soul. 
These were her words, which she repeated over 
and over again to me, and without which I 
am sure I could not now understand father 
Anthony's instructions. Poor mistress Bayley ! 
I am very sorry, now that I am parted from 
her, for all the trouble I have given her. I 
wish I could do her some good.” 

“ I am sure,” replied Cecilia, “ that it would 
gratify Mrs. Anne very much, if you were to 
write to her an account of the ceremony, and 
it would assist very much in strengthening 
the impression made on your own mind . 11 

“I should like that very much , 11 said Blanche, 
“and it will prove to her how strong I have 
become, to be sitting down to write a letter on 
religious matters, just like herself, or you. 
But when is it to be ? Is it to-morrow ? 
Where is the Bishop ? Is he in this house ? 
Did father Anthony know any particulars ?” 
Cecilia, to all these queries had just replied, 

» 

“ Indeed, I do not know , 11 when their imme- 
diate attendant informed them that they were 
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to retire early, and be prepared to rise before 
light in the morning. They obeyed ; and had 
slept profoundly, for how many hours they 
could not tell, when they were roused, rapidly 
assisted to dress, and some slight refreshment 
brought them, of which the lady Blanche 
availed herself, but of which Cecilia tried in 
vain to partake. 

Cecilia had, on arriving, suspected that they 
were in Somerset House ; and full well, and 
sadly, did she know, that from its sheltered 
and commodious steps, the transmission of pri- 
soners, by water, to the Tower, was made 
with the greatest security and ease. She now 
followed the lady Blanche, who leaned on the 
arm of dame Margery herself, — a wise pre- 
caution, and worthy of the dame, as, otherwise, 
there would doubtless have been questions, 
and delay, and perhaps an absolute refusal 
on the part of the timid young creature to 
proceed. But no darkness, or difficulty, could 

# i 

equal the awe of dame Margery, and Cecilia 
beheld her, without a shriek or even a word. 



Digitized by Google 




CONFIRMATION. 



143 



descend those long vaulted steps, and enter 
the covered barge with her conductress. She 
followed them ; and in silence, save the splash- 
ing of the oars, they rapidly passed down the 
river; The clock of St Paul’s chimed the 
three-quarters after two as they approached, 
and sounded forth the more solemn tone of the 
next hour, as the oars ceased their vigorous 
motion, and the barge, gliding through the 
“ Traitor’s Grate,” was fastened to the foot of 
the Tower stairs. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Oh ! Thou of power and sweetness blended, 
Spirit of God, the Paraclete, 

Who erst in rushing wind descended, 

Then gently breathing unction meet— 

We pray not for thy cloven tongues, 

Or power to raise life from the tomb, 

But strength to bear our many wrongs, 

And own our Faith till martyrdom. 



In the south-west angle of the citadel or keep, 
commonly called the White Tower, in the 
upper apartment of that turret, now lay the 
lady Blanche, and beside her knelt Cecilia 
Feckenham, in whose prayers for this afflicted 
girl, were mingled hopes that the soul she 
prayed for might have left the little fragile 
and death-like form on which she gazed. But 
it was not so. Blanche opened her eyes at 
length, and fixed them on her faithful friend. 
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“ I am then a prisoner in the Tower,” said she, 
“ and this before I have been strengthened to 
bear this cruel fate ! I have but one hope, 
and that is, the having been brought here — 
yes, even here — to some captive bishop. Oh ! 
find out for me, mistress Cecily, what is the 
truth — you who always speak the truth — and 
bring it to me, for God’s sake. Put an end 
to this terrible suspense, for you know that 
I am as yet but a child, and too weak to bear 
misfortune.” 

“ I will endeavour to do so,” replied Cecilia, 
" and you may depend upon my services to the 
utmost extent of my ability, but that is very 
limited. I am treated with no more confi- 
dence than yourself, and therefore can be 
guided only by the public news, which I heard 
before leaving Lincoln. But if that news be 
true, I might confidently hope with you, that 
in this very place of terror, you would find 
your strength and consolation.” 

“ Some bishop then is now here ?” said 
Blanche, reviving. 

VOL. i. h 
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“Yes; the Scottish bishop who was appre- 
hended as being engaged in the liberation of 
his royal mistress, queen Mary Stewart, and 
has been, with the duke of Norfolk, brought 
here very lately.” 

“ Then I hope and trust he is still alive, and 
still here,” said Blanche, in nervous agitation ; 
“ and perhaps it is only for this I am here. — 
What do you think — what do you think, mis- 
tress Cecily ? Surely, surely you can just tell 
me what you think. Oh ! how cruel not to 
tell me!” And here she fell into hysterical 
weeping, and, exhausted by this, into another 
long fit of fainting, or of trance, like that in 
which she had been lifted from the barge, and 
borne up the stairs of St. Thomas’s Tower, 
and thence conveyed to her present apartment 
in the keep. She was, after a time, roused by 
the sound made in pushing back the bolts 
of the outer door, and looked eagerly at the 
stranger, who entered as if by stealth. It was 
the wife of the yeoman-warder, or keeper of 
that turret of the White Tower. She placed 
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her finger on her lips as she knelt beside 
the couch of the lady Blanche, then, smiling 
kindly, made the sign of the cross, and placing 
her hands and extending her arms in the 
manner of a bishop giving confirmation, she 
nodded significantly both to her and to Cecilia. 
Blanche smiled in return, but scarcely com- 
prehended the sign. Cecilia, however, did 
perfectly, and was about to question their new 
friend, when she again put her finger to her 
lips, arose, and left them. 

In about half an hour she returned with re- 
freshments, and at the same time delivered a 
letter from dame Margery to " Mistress Cecily 
Feckenham,” which, merely modernising the 
orthography, ran thus: — "These, from her 
servant to command and loving friend, are to 
warn her to have all things in readiness for 
to-morrow at the cockcrow, and that the lady 
Blanche be duly arrayed as becomes so great 
a ceremony as she will have the honour to 
attend : for which arrangement there be two 
gentlewomen in waiting, doing all things 
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with discretion in silence. 11 — Cecilia was joy- 
fully observant of these directions, and watched 
the progression the following morning, of the 
lady Blanche’s toilet with almost as much 
pleasure and reviving hope as did the little 
aspirant herself. Neither were they astonished 
at the almost royal magnificence of the equip- 
ment provided by dame Margery on this great 
occasion, even in a prison ; for it had always 
been her plan, perhaps in order to accustom the 
lady Blanche to bear with ease and dignity a 
splendour which she might hereafter be called 
upon to support, that on the great festivals 
of the Church, she, and all those who attended 
her, should be arrayed as if in presence of their 
sovereign, while they were taught to consider 
that to the invisible and supreme Sovereign, 
the King of kings, was this exterior homage 
rendered. Dame Margery now appeared, took 
the hand of the lady Blanche, and, as though 
every turn had been familiar to her in that 
labyrinth of terror, led her to the further angle 
of the basement floor, and into an apartment 



Digitized by Google 




CONFIRMATION. 



149 



which at one end had been hastily fitted up as 
a temporary chapel. This, at any other time, 
must have worn the complete aspect of a dun- 
geon, but now the gloom of its dark barren 
walls rendered doubly brilliant and attractive 
the sanctuary of light, and hope, and welcome, 
at the further end. A kneeling cushion and 
seat had been placed in the centre of the altar- 
rails for the lady Blanche, and here she awaited 
the entrance of the prelate, who was thus mys- 
teriously appointed by God to be the channel 
of his strengthening grace to her soul. No 
pealing organ rolled forth the rich tones of 
the“Veni Creator Spiritus,” — no harmony of 
voices uttered those heaven-inspired invoca- 
tions. All that piety, and zeal, and courage 
could effect, had been dared in that place 
of gloom, but to proclaim themselves by sounds 
would have been madness. The lady Blanche 
felt no privation where she could expect no 
privilege, and was now repeating softly to 
herself the familiar Latin of the above-men- 
tioned hymn, when a door opening near the 
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altar, she raised her head, and beheld, preceded 
by two attendant priests, the captive bishop 
of Boss. 

The holy sacrifice of the Mass was then 
offered. After which the bishop, standing at 
the altar and looking towards Blanche, with 
his hands joined before his breast, said thus, 
in the Latin of the Kitual : — “ May the Holy 
Ghost come down upon you, and the power of 
the Most High keep you from sin. R. Amen.” 
Then making the sign of the cross, he said : 
“ Our help is in the name of the Lord.” 

Resp. “ Who made heaven and earth.” 

Bisk. " O Lord, hear my prayer.” 

Resp. “ And let my cry come unto thee.” 
Bish. “ The Lord be with you.” 

Resp . “ And with thy spirit.” 

Then extending his hands towards Blanche, 
the bishop thus prayed: — “O Almighty and 
everlasting God, who has vouchsafed to rege- 
nerate this thy servant by water and the Holy 
Ghost, and who hast given her the remission 
of her sins: send forth upon her thy seven- 
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fold Holy Spirit the Paraclete from heaven. 
R. Amen. The spirit of Wisdom and Under- 
standing. R. Amen. The spirit of Counsel and 
Fortitude. R . Amen. The spirit of Knowledge 
and of Piety. R. Amen. Replenish her with 
the spirit of thy Fear, and sign her with 
the sign of the ^ cross of Christ, in thy 
mercy, unto life everlasting, through the same 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
same Holy Spirit, one God, world without 
end. R. Amen.” 

When these prayers were ended, the bishop 
seated himself, received his mitre, and the 
lady Blanche, being conducted to his lord- 
ship, knelt to be anointed in the form of the 
cross on the forehead with the blessed oil and 
balm, the bishop at the same time laying his 
left hand on her head, pronouncing these 
words : — “ N. I sign thee with the sign of the 
cross : I confirm thee with the chrism of sal- 
vation : in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Blanche then 
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received the expected little stroke on the 
cheek, and the accompanying "Pax tecum,” 
which she had so well explained to her in- 
structress. 

Having thus anointed, and given the impo- 
sition of hands, the two-fold matter of confirm- 
ation, and pronounced the sacred form, the 
bishop ascended again to the altar, and thus 
prayed: "Confirm, O God, that which thou 
hast wrought in us from thy holy temple which 
is in Jerusalem. Glory be to the Father, &c. 
Show us, O Lord, thy mercy.” 

Resp. " And grant us thy salvation.” 

Bish. " The Lord be with you.” 

Resp. " And with thy spirit.” 

Bish. "Let us pray. O God, who gavest 
the Holy Ghost to thy apostles, and hast been 
pleased to ordain, that by them and their suc- 
cessors, he should be given to the rest of the 
faithful, mercifully look down upon what we, 
thy poor servants, have done ; and grant, that 
the heart of her whose forehead we have 
anointed with thy sacred chrism, and signed 
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with the sign of the holy cross, may, by 
the same Holy Ghost coming down into her, 
be made a temple of His glory. Who with 
the Father,” &c. The bishop then gave 
his blessing to all present, in these words : 
“ Behold, thus shall every man be blessed who 
feareth the Lord. May the Lord bless you 
out of Sion, that you may see the good things 
of Jerusalem all the days of your life; and 
that you may live with Him for all eternity. 
Amen.” 

The usual discourse delivered by a bishop 
after giving Confirmation, could not, with pru- 
dence, be pronounced in that place ; so no 
sooner was the ceremony over, than all con- 
cerned were eager to remove every vestige of 
what had been the sanctuary, and then to dis- 
perse ; but dame Margery, taking the hand of 
the lady Blanche, and beckoning to Cecilia to 
accompany them, followed the Bishop into the 
room adjoining, which had served as an ante- 
room and sacristy between the chapel-room 
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and the bishop’s private prison. Here, with 
an air of the greatest interest and kindness, 
this illustrious prelate again blessed her, and 
said : “ My dear child, with the Psalmist I 
will say, ‘thy God hath now anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows for, 
by the holy chrism, and the imposition of my 
hands, a degree of joy and strength has been 
given you far above the portion of those who 
have not been admitted to this adorable Sacra- 
ment. Lift up your heart then, and rejoice ! 
Rejoice that, with St. Paul, you are now 
called upon by your God to suffer great things 
for His name. By baptism you were, indeed, 
made His child ; and, with the same apostle, 
you may say : ‘ While I was a child, I thought 
as a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child ; 
but now, having been confirmed in strength, 
I put away the things of a child.’ You have 
been conducted by Divine Providence into 
this fortress, to receive strength in the very 
place of trial. You have derived it through 
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the hands of a prisoner, and by a voice that 
may shortly cease by the axe of the exe- 
cutioner; yet those who sent you here had 
other designs than your Confirmation; and 
now that you have been strengthened to 
hear their disclosure, I will, at the request 
of this venerable lady, impart them to you.” 

“ May it so please you, my lord bishop,” 
said the lady Blanche, “ I will hear them on 
my knees.” 

Cecilia, who had remained standing in the 
doorway, could no longer distinguish what was 
said, the bishop having lowered his voice in 
bending over the listener, but she remarked 
the stillness of Blanche’s figure, in which no 
agitation was apparent; and when she arose, 
after receiving the parting benediction, and 
joined her friend, her countenance, though 
flushed, was serene, and though thoughtful, 
calm. With dame Margery, Cecilia received 
also the blessing of the venerable prisoner; 
and they followed the dame, not to the south- 
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west turret, to which the lady ^Blanche had 
hitherto been consigned, but to the east of 
the second floor, through vast and desolate 
apartments, and stopped at the door of one 
over which were depicted the royal arms. 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 



Be generous to thy God, and thou wilt prove 
How ten-fold generous His returning love : 
Thus from the ashes of thy sacrifice 
Behold new flames and purest joys arise. 



Our friends were received at their entrance 
by the two attendants who had arrayed the 
lady Blanche for the ceremony of the 
morning. 

“ Is she aware ?” whispered one of them to 
dame Margery. 

“ She is,” replied the dame. 

“Then, perhaps,” added the first speaker, 
u there had better be no delay and, from the 
ante-chamber in which they now stood, she 
opened a door into a long and high-vaulted 
room, at the entrance of which she detained 
her companion and Cecilia, while Blanche, with 
dame Margery alone, advanced up the apart- 
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ment. At the further end, in a lighted recess, 
raised some steps above the rest of the room, 
sat a lady in deep mourning, who, at the 
sound of their advancing footsteps, arose and 
passed behind the tapestry into some inner 
room or closet, while dame Margery and 
Blanche ascended to the recess, in which they 
stood awaiting her return. The windows, or 
rather loopholes, were placed high in the 
walls. Beneath them hung some pictures, 
and an enamelled case, which, from its shape, 
might contain a crucifix. Some prayer books, 
richly studded and clasped with jewels, lay on 
the table, and implements of needlework were 
also there, of the same costly materials and 
workmanship. 

As Blanche stood gazing on these, the 
tapestry was again drawn aside, and the lady 
re-entered, bowed to dame Margery, and 
resumed her seat, leaving both her visitors 
standing. In a few instants, however, she 
motioned to them to be seated, and extended 
a trembling hand towards a small picture case, 



Digitized by Google 




CONFIRMATION. 



159 



which lay on the table before her, saying, 
after a few ineffectual attempts to speak, — 
“ Is this the young lady you have had under 
your charge, dame Margery Wyckeham ?” 

" She is, may it so please your highness,” 
replied dame Margery. 

“ It would be a cruel deception, should such 
be attempted,” said the lady. 

“ It would, indeed,” was the reply. 

“ Thirteen years and five months, come St 
Matthew,” said the lady musing; then, in a 
faultering voice, addressing Blanche, fct Young 
lady, may I pray you to become as I am, 
unveiled ?” 

Blanche threw back her veil, and met the 
gaze of the speaker. 

“ Speak to me,” at length exclaimed the 
lady. “ Speak to me,” repeated she in a more 
commanding tone, as Blanche hesitated. 

“ What can I say, then, madam,” at length 
replied our little heroine, u but that I pray all 
distrust may leave your heart, and that it may 
feel like mine.” 
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" The voice/ 1 said the lady, rising, “ the 
voice is from exile or the prison tomb, and is 
a surer test than the form or features ; but oh ! 
dame Margery, if my royal cousin be now 
about to deceive me, far better had she lay 
my head at once, beside the noble Howard’s, 
on the block.” 

" Have you been so long unhappy that you 
are afraid to be happy now, madam?” said 
Blanche, rising, and then kneeling at the 
lady’s feet 

"Oh, my lost, noble boy !” cried the lady, 
raising Blanche; "surely these are a sister’s 
tones ! Can other than a Seymour speak such 
music to my ear?” 

"You have the queen’s word and mine, 
madam,” interposed dame Margery, " that this 
young person is, in truth, the lady Blanche 
Seymour, born in this, the Tower of London, 
during yours and the earl’s first captivity, in 
the year 1560, who was permitted, during the 
ravages of the plague in this city, to accom- 
pany you into the country until the danger had 
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passed ; and when you and the earl were re- 
manded hither, the child was consigned to the 
care of mistress Katherine Bassett, of known 
integrity, your highness’s personal friend, then 
to my lady Lumley, and lastly, to myself, 
whose poor services have not been wanting to 
provide the education and attendance that be- 
came her birth.” 

During this assurance from dame Margery, 
the lady had repeatedly caught Blanche to 
her bosom, and as often resigned her, as 
Hope, or mistrust, gained the ascendant in 
her mind. 

“ I think you seem to love me very much,” 
said our young heroine; “and surely I must 
be your own little Blanche.” 

“ Then be it so,” said the unfortunate lady 
Katherine Grey,* struggling no longer against 
the hope and joy with which her heart throb- 

* Younger sister to the ill-fated Lady Jane Grey. They 
were the great grand-daughters of King Henry YH, 
through the Princess Mary. The Lady Katherine, on the 
discovery of her marriage to the Earl of Hertford, was 
kept a state prisoner for life, in the Tower. 
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bed, and folding Blanche in a long embrace 
of mutual tenderness. “Oh, my God, who 
hast permitted this poor withered heart to 
dilate and fill with happiness unspeakable, 
confirm this in me I” 

44 Confirm !” repeated Blanche, 44 why every 
thing good must have been confirmed in you 
long ago. I was confirmed this morning, and 
have received all the gifts of the Spirit; mid 
therefore shall have strength enough to stay 
all my life with you in this prison, which, 
the bishop says, will be as acceptable to God 
as martyrdom.” 

Here Blanche felt her mother’s tears fall on 
her cheek, but her mind was so full that she 
found relief in imparting its contents. 

44 I have,” continued she, 44 received 4 Wis- 
dom,’ to choose God above all things, and 
4 Understanding ’ for all the different commands 
He has given me. Then I have received 
4 Counsel,’ to weigh well every action, and 
4 Fortitude,’ to overcome difficulties, and bear 
pain and sorrow, and ‘Knowledge , 1 to store 
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my mind with holy thoughts, and * Piety,’ to 
fill my soul with the love of God ; so that now 
I shall like to hear and speak of Him, and 
shall grieve to offend Him, and shall love Him 
as much as mistress Cecily, who taught me 
all this, and a great deal more.” 

“ My child,” said the captive mother, look- 
ing anxiously on her, “ have they brought 
thee up in the Catholic faith?” 

“ Yes,” replied Blanche, still recalling 
Cecilia’s instructions; “and I have received 
strength enough to resist all temptations 
a'gainst my faith ; strength sufficient to declare 
myself openly and decidedly what I am — a 
Catholic ; strength sufficient to mount the 
scaffold, and lay my head on the block.” 
“Forbear! forbear!” cried the mother, 
sinking into a chair. “ Oh, dame Margery, 
was this well done?” 

“ Elizabeth may be my queen, but God 
is my king, madam,” returned dame Mar- 
gery. 

“Ah, dame, ’tis well known you bear a 
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charmed life. The queen dare not harm 
you.” 

“And may it so please you, my lady 
mother, to listen to me,” said Blanche ; “ I 
have also received the gift of the 4 Fear of 
God/ which has cast out all other fear, and 
has made me lose my fear of the queen, and 
even of dame Margery.” 

The dame smiled, and quoted to the mother 
in Latin, which is thus translated, — His pro- 
mise, teaching little ones to speak and under- 
stand. Then turning to Blanche : — “ My 
lady Blanche Seymour,” said she, “ take' this 
case, and keep it prudently, for it contains the 
royal promise, that you quit this fortress when 
you come of age ; and while you stay, are to be 
harmed by none. A sharp contest had I with 
her grace to get her signature to these condi- 
tions, before I brought you here ; so take 
heed you lose them not.” 

“ Oh, dame Margery,” cried the grateful 
mother, “ while you live, we need fear no- 
thing.” 
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“ And I,” said Blanche, “ how can I bear to 

look back on all my rash judgments on you, 

dame ? Looking on you but as my jailer, and 

the tool of a cruel enemy” 

* 

. “ You were a child till this morning,” replied 
the dame, “ and therefore say no more on this 
matter.” 

“ And now, may it please your highness,” 
addressing the lady Katherine, “ I leave witfi 
you a young gentlewoman whose friendship 
hath much benefited the lady Blanche, and 
who sent me word, through our ghostly father, 
when we lay at Somerset palace, that if the 
lady Blanche were to be detained here, she 
much desired to bear her company, to which I 
consented, provided she changed with some 
other for a time, if her health failed, as do 
your own lady attendants. She beareth a well- 
known name — that of Feckenham.” 

u Alas ! the abbot of Westminster,” said 
the lady Katherine : “ how many wounds does 
his name make bleed afresh ; yet I would 
fain see his kinswoman.” 
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“ And I wish very much to ask a question 
of* mistress Cecily, and to thank her for her 
goodness,” said Blanche. 

Cecilia, and the two other lady attendants, 
were now invited to join those in the recess ; 
and, after some conversation between the elders 
of the party, the lady Blanche was asked on 
what she had wished to question her friend, 
to which she replied, that she had very much 
wished to send for “ Snowden,” the rabbit, and 
desired to know whether Cecilia would think 
this too childish for a person who had been 
confirmed ; “ but,” added she, “ I have thought 
of something better, which is to send him to 
poor Annie Gifford.” 

“No,” said the dame, “ you shall have the 
rabbit yourself; for although you have been 
confirmed, you must have a little recreation.” 

“ And he will jump very drolly up and down 
these steps,” said Blanche, laughing. “But 
what can I send to Annie ?” 

“You may send her,” replied the dame, 
“a long lock of your hair, as thick as her 
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highness will permit, for it will not all go to 
Annie.” 

“ And tell her,” said Blanche, while one of 
the ladies removed her veil, and unbraided her 
hair, “ tell her to have no more foolish wishes, 
but to like best whatever God appoints for her, 
because although I was always wishing for more 
liberty, I am very happy now in prison. But 
she will understand all this much better than 
I can tell her, when she has been confirmed.” 

As the long fair tress was given into the 
hand of dame Margery, something like a tear, 
it was said, glistened in the eye of the old 
lady. 

“ And I have something more to tell Annie,” 
added Blanche, “ and it is this, which I first 
learned from mistress Cecily, but now I know 
it from God : it is the happiness of loving 
Him, and the greatness of His love for me !” 
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TO THE YOUNG READER. 



Maiden ! although not called to dwell 
With royal Blanche in prison cell, 

And those rude days are gone 
When creeds were taught by headsman’s sword. 
Scaffolds were pulpits for the word. 

Doctrine by faggots shone ; 

Thy “ strength” is now to bear the sneer, 

Or keen reproach from those most dear, 

And still thy faith to own ; 

To sacrifice in “ holy fear,” 

The fear of man, nor let a tear 
Be shed till victory’s won. 

And if thou wouldst, in pious thrift, 

Its “ fruits” produce from every “ gift,” 

In “ counsel” love thy home : 

Threading from all thy duties there 
A mystic string of jewels rare, 

To form thy heavenly crown. 
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CHAPTER L 

Spare me awhile! — I fain would wander hence, 

To gain some vantage ground of solitude, 

Where piercing through the clouds of sight and sense, 

I may look onward 

« ARLY in August 18 — , the last 
ministerial dinner of the season 
had been given. With the session 
had also, it was rumoured, ended 
the power of the present ministry ; and Mr. 
Forester, a gentleman in office under the then 
ministry, as he quitted his colleagues, at a late 
hour, to return to his house in Stanhope-street, 
saw the opening for which he had impatiently 
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waited, of leisure and retirement to fulfil a 
duty imperative on his conscience. He had 
mentally become a Catholic, but had not yet 
availed himself of the high privileges in store 
for him, and for the neglect of which a fearful 
responsibility was incurred, and daily aug- 
menting. 4 

He now ascended to his vacant suite of 
drawing-rooms, to await the return of his 
daughter from her last ball at Almack’s, and, 
throwing himself on one of the sofas, was soon 
completely absorbed in thoughts of the past 
and of the future. Thus had he been occupied 
for an hour, when Miss Forester returned* and 
understanding that her father wished to see her 
before retiring to rest, she entered the room, 
and advancing to the sofa, touched his arm, 
saying, “Papa! look up — behold — admire your 
little Georgy !” He did so with mingled com- 
placency and pain. 

“ Freely own,” said she, “ that your ‘ home 
department' can produce only one other such, 
and that is Julia: she would have come up 
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stai 8 with me now to see you, but there is 
a * petit souper’ in Grosvenor-square to-night. 
Why did you not return in time to see us 
both together at our last Almack’s ? What 
detained you? Was it' the old dowager — 
the State? You had far better have shaken 
off her cares, and have come with us.” 

“I am indeed about to shake off the cares 
of state, and I trust for a longer period than 
a couple of hours at the Argyle-rooms,” re- 
plied Mr. Forester ; “ it was on that very 
point, and on subjects connected with it, that 
I requested to see you, Georgy ” 

“ What, papa !” exclaimed Miss Forester, 
“are you going to resign office, or are the 
ministry going out ?” 

“Both are probable,” returned he. 

“Well,” said she, “no one thinks much of 
these changes now, they happen so often. The 
same ministry will be in again very likely by 
next session, so that you will all have merely 
a pleasant interval, to repose what has been 
overworked, and supply what has been ex- 
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hausted in the mental region, before you meet 
again to compliment and quarrel.” 

“Be that as it may,” said Mr. Forester, 
“I am going to pass the autumn recess at 
Woodbank, where, in the language of the 
house, I will add, that ‘your attendance is 
most earnestly and particularly requested.’ ” 

“No, indeed, papa, you must excuse me; 
Julia and I always congratulated ourselves, 
that being a younger brother, your estate was 
divided between your good wits and the funds ; 
and that we never should be forced, like our 
poor cousins, to the penalty of autumns and 
winters on the family acres. This Woodbank, 
I am told, was just a little pet legacy from 
grandmama to yourself, for shooting and fish- 
ing. No, papa, if you do not intend to take 
me a tour on the Continent, of which indeed 
I am almost tired, I will go either with 
Julia to Norham Court, or to Frederic, at 
Twickenham.” 

“But these places are in the country,” ob- 
served Mr. Forester. 
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“ Yes ; but what a contrast ! Does not Julia 
surround herself with all the arts, and all the 
graces, so as to attract to Nor ham nearly all 
the same set we have in town? And even 
Frederic’s ^rife has by degrees learned whom 
to invite and whom to forget.” 

“ But are you certain of beiilg welcome at 
Norham Court.” 

“ Oh yes, papa ! Lord Norham has just 
been assuring me, that his chief attractibn to 
your beautiful daughters was their affection 
for each other; that he scarcely knew which 
to petition for, and he has faithfully promised 
that we shall never be parted.” 

“ But you seem to have arranged all this,” 
said Mr. Forester, “ without once enquiring 
whether I were disposed to part from both my 
daughters in favour of my son-in-law, or en- 
deavouring to include me in the slightest 
degree in your plans. And now, Georgians, 
if I request you to relinquish, for a time, this 
continued excitement of mere pleasure, and 
if I assure you that your consent to accompany 
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me into Devonshire would give me real satis- 
faction ” 

“ Ah, n% papa, I cannot ; you really must 
not think of it.” 

“ Georgy,” said her father, u if you have 
bestowed a preference during this season on 
any one, you have only to give me your con- 
fidence, and you shall find that, like Frederic’s 
wife, I can learn ‘ whom to invite and whom 
to forget.’ ” 

“ No, papa, I care for no one; but I cannot 
go out of the set, the Almack’s set, oar set — 
the exclusives with whom I move. Once to 
leave is to be lost, The ‘ nuance’* is so delicate, 
that it cannot be described, nor need I try to 
do so to you, who are one of us. You know 
well that it is an aroma which no rank, or 
fortune, or beauty can attain, but only re- 
finement. Only the initiated can comprehend 
it. It is the perfume which feeds the Peri” — 

“ And for which you deliberately refuse to 
oblige me ?” said Mr. Forester, still calmly. 

“Yes, papa, I must keep within the en- 
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chanted circle. But why cannot you patronise 
Matilda ? She is growing up, and really has 
good sense, though she never can be one of us.” 
u Well, Georgiana,” said her father, with a 
sigh of deep and keen regret, “ you have been 
brought up to be what you are — a heartless 
girl of fashion. We will say no more.” 

On the following morning, Mr. Forester 
desired that Mrs. Arkwright, the governess, 
might be informed, with his compliments, that 
he requested the pleasure of Miss Matilda’s 
company in his study, at the earliest convenient 
hour. Accordingly, on her return from her 
daily walk in the Park, glowing with embar- 
rassment, health, and curiosity, the young 
Matilda was announced, and left alone with 
her father. 

“ I need not ask how you are, Maude,” said 
Mr. Forester, u Hebe herself was not more 
blooming; and this too at the end of the 
season ! Your pleasures must be of a healthful 
nature.” 

“ I have no pleasures, papa,” returned Ma- 
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tilda. “ I hope you will let me be presented 
at eighteen, at the latest, for Mrs. Arkwright 
says it is very undecided when I am to come 
out. Pray do, papa, promise me that I may 
come out at eighteen ?” 

"Well, Maude, is this your only grievance? 
I hope so, for you do not look care-worn.” 

" I have several grievances, papa, which I 
should be glad to tell you, if I ever saw you.” 

“ But if you only wished to see me for the 
purpose of imparting your grievances, Maude, 
I may be gratified, it is true, by your giving 
me your confidence, but still have no flattering 
proof of your attachment to myself. But what 
is the next grievance ?” 

" Papa, my sisters have nearly divided poor 
mama’s jewels and other ornaments between 
them. Mrs. Arkwright knows that very well, 
and yet they were to be between the three. 
And when Julia married, and came in for all 
the Norham jewels, Georgiana got back the 
set of amethysts, the diamond feronifere, and 
several other things ; so that now die has 
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nearly the whole of poor mama's ornaments, 
which is very unfair, as nurse Tyler says." 

“ Nurse Tyler!” said Mr. Forester, “does 
she come here still ?" 

“Sometimes, on Sundays, papa. But will 
you see justice done me about the jewels ?" 

“ Indeed, Maude, I will take your case into 
consideration. Is there anything else?" 

“ Yes, papa, will you permit me to give up 
learning the harp, for I have nothing but 
vexation with it ? I cannot keep the double- 
action in the music-room, for Georgiana will 
have it in her boudoir, and Mr. Dezi says, I 
ought not to practise upon the single-action at 
all. But perhaps, papa, you will let me ex- 
change the old one for one like Georgiana’s. 

“I thought, Maude, that your instrument 
had been the piano." 

“ Yes, papa, but Mrs. Arkwright says that 
I fchall never be a star of the first magnitude 
in anything, and therefore I had better diffuse 
my talents.” 

“Now, tell me, Maude, can you think of 
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anything that would make you really happy ; 
or shall I think of something for you ?" 

Matilda's curiosity was again roused, and she 
looked brightly in her father’s face. “ Do you 
think that you should like,” said he, “to be 
my only companion in the journey I am going 
to make into Devonshire, and help me to deco- 
rate the old house and grounds, and read to 
me, and amuse me by all you have learned of 
masters and mistresses, since you passed from 
the nursery t6 the schoolroom. 

“ Yes, papa !” cried she, in a suffusion of 
unexpected delight, “this I should like — this 
would make me happy. For Mrs. Arkwright 
is tired of education, and Georgiana says I am 
‘ overpowering,’ and Julia never sends for me, 
and I should like to be your companion, papa.” 

“ Well, my poor Maude,” said her father, 
“ we seem both of us to be placed pretty nearly 
in the same position of nullity in the family 
plans for their comfort and pleasure; so we 
must become better acquainted, and console 
each other.” 
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“ King Lear has gone off with his Cordelia,” 
said Miss Forester, on entering her sister’s 
house, a few days after, and announcing her 
intention of becoming her inmate; “so you 
and I, Julia, like Goneril and Began, must 
prepare for tempests and maledictions.” 

This heartless piece of pleasantry was ut- 
tered in dulcet tones, with a smile more dimpled, 
and an eye more full of sarcastic archness, 
than could be found combined in any witching 
maiden, save Georgiana Forester, therefore it 
was not only admissible, but crowned with 
applause, — the gently murmured applause of 
the death-devoted victims she called her “ set.” 
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CHAPTER n. 



Those deepened shadows o’er the distance cast. 
Those echoes faint of voices heard no more. 
Those monuments of joys and sorrows past. 
All must be searched and noted 



If Matilda was happy on her journey, the 
feeling became more confirmed when, on her 
arrival at W oodbank, she was established as 
her father’s sole companion; the domestics 
vying with each other to contribute to her 
comfort and amusement. The country around 
the little domain was beautiful. A sparkling 
trout stream ran through copse-wood and mea- 
dows, and formed the boundary of the pleasure 
ground to the north and west. Some old beech 
and elm trees * made at once an avenue of 
approach and harbour for the rooks, on the 
eastern side by the high road; and from the 
south windows and the neglected lawn, was a 
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peaceful view of country objects in the dis- 
tance; cottage roofs, village spires, a bridge, 
a mill, undulating and varied fields, partly 
meadow, and partly presenting the contrast of 
the rich red arable soil of the western counties. 
Matilda, it is true, was now many hours of the 
day alone, but her education, although highly 
defective in a religious point of view, had been 
admirably formed to enable her not only to bear, 
but to enjoy this liberty of solitude. Accustom- 
ed to incessant occupation, either of literature or 
the arts, she had now a fresh stimulus for her 
exertions, as she was called upon to exhibit 
each evening the labours of the morning, to a 
partial, yet judicious critic, to please whom 
became the sole aim of her ambition. 

After having played, sung, and talked to 
her father one evening, with more than usual 
animation, she suddenly stopped, saying, "Papa, 
do you find me overpowering ?* 

“ Not in the least, my dear child ; I find you, 
on the contrary, more of the well-bred lady 
in voice, manner, and expression, than I could 
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have expected to be combined in a young 
neophite from the school-room. Has Mrs. 
Arkwright been your model ?” 

“ Julia was my model before she left us, but 
latterly, no one ; for Mrs. Arkwright would not 
permit me to imitate Georgians, who, she said, 
was inimitable, and the attempt would be that 
of a bat chasing a butterfly.” 

“And would she not permit you to copy 
from her fair self?” said Mr. Forester, smiling. 

“ No, papa. She told me that, after mature 
deliberation, she advised me to originate. But 
now I have determined to copy you.” 

Mr. Forester bowed low in playful gravity, 
and then enquired of Matilda, what Mrs. 
Arkwright had proposed to her pupils as the 
highest aim of their ambition ? Matilda thought 
a little, and then replied, “ To be like Julia.” 
“But,” said Mr. Forester, “what did she 
propose to Julia herself?” 

“ I cannot tell,” replied Matilda, “for I never 
was present at any confidential conversation 
between Mrs. Arkwright and my sisters. Lat- 
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terly she has been more a friend than a 
governess to them.” 

" Did she never speak to you on the subject 
of religion ?” said Mr. Forester. “ Did she 
never hold up a higher model for imitation to 
you than your sister, perfect as she may be ?” 

“ Mrs. Arkwright once told me, papa,” re- 
plied Matilda, “ that she was bound in honour 
not to interfere with my religion; but nurse 
Tyler used to talk to me sometimes a little on 
Sundays, and used to hold up to my imitation 
the blessed Virgin and those saints who had 
devoted their youth to God. But still, even 
nurse Tyler never objected to my copying my 
sister Julia, whom she thought very pious.” 
"Did she indeed!” said Mr. Forester, with 
pleasure and animation ; " did nurse Tyler 
really think my poor Julia pious ? Well, God 
grant it may be so, and that all her sweet 
actions may have been performed with the pure 
motive of pleasing Him. He alone sees the 
heart.” 

The conversation was here interrupted by 
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the return of a messenger, with an answer to 
one dispatched that morning by Mr. Forester 
to the Catholic priest of the neighbouring town. 
The contents Were calculated to give him 
courage and consolation, and also promised the 
arrival of his reverend visitor on the following 
day. While expecting this arrival, his mind 
fell into its now habitual train of thought — the 
retrospect of his life as a father, a master, a 
leader of public opinion, a writer on moral and 
political questions, an eloquent speaker, a man 
with many friends. He might have done much 
for the great Being in whom he believed, whom 
he feared, and whom he loved ; and why had 
he done nothing ?— From a morbid refinement, 
which had enslaved him as much to the feel- 
ings, fashions, and sensibilities of his set in 
public life, as was his daughter Georgiana to 
the enchanted circle of her coterie. In his set 
of exclusives, as in hers, piety had been “ over- 
powering,” “ in bad taste,” “ not the thing 
but already he felt his moral emancipation, in 
the retirement where he could, like St. Benedict 
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in his cave at Subiaco, “ dwell alone with him- 
self ;” or converse with the reverend instructor, 
from whose lessons he hoped to be enabled, in 
his turn, to become a spiritual monitor to his 
young daughter, whose awakened and energetic 
mind would, he felt, amply repay all his care. 

On the following morning the reverend Mr. 
Selby arrived, and a long and deeply interest- 
ing conversation ensued ; not on the doctrines 
of the Church, for with these Mr. Forester had 
been made acquainted, and had received gra- 
dually and irrevocably, during the two preced- 
ing years, and now bent all his thoughts, and 
directed all his supplications to the preparation 
for approaching the tribunal of Penance. 

“ But before we speak further on this sub- 
ject,” said Mr. Selby, “ are you fully assured 
of having been baptised?” 

“ I had not forgotten that point,” replied 
Mr. Forester, “ when I closed my researches 
into the history and doctrines of the Church. 
It had become a matter of vital importance to 
ascertain whether the baptism I had received 
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in the Anglican Church was valid, and I deter- 
mined to give this an investigation the first 
few days of leisure I could command. These 
occurred at the Easter recess, and I started for 
the family estate, now belonging to my brother, 
on which, in the rectory of the dependent 
village, lived the aged incumbent, who had 
officiated at my appearance at the font eight- 
and-forty years previous to my visit I found 
him testy, and sensitive on the score of his 
capability as an efficient minister, and began to 
fear that, with all my diplomatic tact, I should 
fail in obtaining the circumstantial detail of 
how, in his younger days, he had administered 
the sacrament of baptism. It took me ail hour 
and a half to bring him to the point without 
compromising my own secret; and at length 
I discovered, almost to my disappointment, that 
even in the careless days of the last century, 
this valiant son of form and discipline had 
followed the Catholic ritual, retained by the 
Church of England, and that I had really in- 
curred all the responsibility of having been 
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made a Christian. I returned to town, pon- 
dering on the road that — subtracting the few 
innocent, because unconscious, years of my 
childhood — I had, at least, forty to recal, to 
investigate, and probably to bewail. And yet 
when I made the attempt, it was as if I should 
endeavour to draw with accuracy and detail the 
features of a country overspread by a deep 
and treacherous ocean. Yes,*” continued Mr. 
Forester, “ the review of a long life spent in 
anticipation, or in action, more than in retro- 
spection and reflection, seems, at first, a difficult, 
if not impossible task ; and the mind is agitated 
and alarmed by the conviction, that if impos- 
sible, it has become so from our having pre- 
viously neglected to ponder over, and fix in the 
memory, the different landmarks. We seem 
to cast a wide-stretched but hopeless gaze over 
a space, on which the waves of oblivion have 
rolled, and then stagnated, — a dreary waste of 
waters I” 

“ But,” said Mr. Selby, “what unaided we 
cannot effect, is vouchsafed to * men of good 
will:” 
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44 It is so,” rejoined Mr. Forester. “We 
pray — we turn not aside — and, behold, these 
oblivious waters sink; we discover from our 
ark of hope, first the high tops of those moun- 
tains which, in our moral world, are most 
conspicuous, and termed * mortal we bless 
God to have perceived and recognised them, 
and this is all we can at present see. By 
degrees, the tide still lowering, we discern 
those smaller eminences in our world of guilt, 
which are termed 4 venial,’ and here again, for 
a time, we rest. We next discover, as the 
whole of the dry land appears, deserts which 
should have been cultivated, rank luxuriance 
which should have been pruned,— these are our 
‘sins of omission.’ Nor is this alL After 
this, as our vision clears, and our power of 
continued patient investigation becomes con- 
firmed, we trace the links in the moral land- 
scape, how, from the neglected luxuriance of 
the wilderness, we were led to the venial hill, 
and thence to the mortal rock ; no perceivable 
barrier between them, but flowery and slippery 
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paths of communication, so that while we 
thought ourselves but on the one, we were, alas ! 
on the other, and, to quit this figurative lan- 
guage, we find, after a continued patient inves- 
tigation of our conscience, that we are nothing 
but weakness, sin, and misery ! This is the 
conclusion, reverend sir, to which I have ar- 
rived during these intermediate and nearly 
solitary days, between my arrival here, and 
your welcome visit of to-day.” 

“ The grace of God has wonderfully assisted 
you, sir,” said Mr. Selby. “ Persevere in 
prayer, and in the laborious work of self- 
knowledge ; dig deep its foundations, that on 
it may be laid the first stones of the spiritual 
edifice— humility and contrition.” 
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CHAPTER III. 

Once dead, his sin 
Man cannot expiate with teares. 

Habington. 

At Mr. Selby’s next visit, Matilda was intro- 
duced to him, and, after some general conver- 
sation on pious topics, Mr. Forester left them, 
and Mr. Selby then said to her, "My dear 
young lady, I understand that your mama 
was a Catholic, a native of Portugal, and that 
by the articles drawn up on her marriage, the 
daughters, that is, your sisters and yourself, 
were baptised Catholics, and ought to have 
been brought up such.” 

" Does papa wish me to talk about these 
things?” said Matilda, much embarrassed. 

" He does,” replied Mr. Selby. " He ear- 
nestly desires that you should be a faithful 
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member of the holy Catholic Church in which 
you were baptised. Have you been instructed 
in your faith ?” 

“ A little,” said Matilda* still feeling great 
difficulty in giving her confidence to a 
stranger. At length she added, “ I have two 
books.” 

“ Can I see them ?” said Mr. Selby. Matilda 
arose to fetch the books, but her absence 
almost exhausted the patience of Mr. Selby, 
for she had first gone in quest of her father ; 
and, after a long chase through the shrubbery, 
when she had succeeded in overtaking him, she 
found herself almost as much confused as with 
the priest from whom she had escaped^ but 
Mr. Forester diyined the cause, and after a 
few leading questions, said, “ My dear Maude, 
I have observed in you, and observed with joy, 
great love of truth, and courage in following it. 
You were born of a Catholic mother, and, in 
accordance with her pious wishes, and my 
solemn promise, baptised into the Catholic 
Church, in which also you received your first 

VOL. L k 
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instructions. You are, in fact, a Catholic, and, 
as you are one, be a good one ! Yours is not 
a character to pretend to what you are not, 
or to deny what you are. 1 ' Mr. Forester, who 
had sounded his daughter’s disposition, knew 
well that he had touched the right chord, he 
therefore continued : “ Had you been, like your 
cousins, brought up a Protestant, I would say, 
be what you seem to be, — act up to the little 
required of you, and if you then find that you 
ought to do more for God, become a Catholic, 
and become so openly. But, as you are already 
a Catholic, you require to be exhorted as such. 
The Catholic Church does not require a little 
of her children, she requires a great deal. But 
you are no coward, Maude. Return then to 
Mr. Selby, and' endeavour thoroughly to un- 
derstand the duties and obligations you have to 
fulfil, that you may act for the future with 
truth, courage, and consistency.” 

Matilda made no reply, but went to fetch 
her two books, one of which was a French 
edition of the “ Key of Heaven,” and the other 
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a catechism, which she conveyed to Mr. Selby. 
She also listened to him, consented to learn, 
and explain some of the more difficult parts of 
the catechism, and even to prepare for her first 
confession. As she had not, however, the 
slightest idea that her father intended to be- 
come a Catholic, she was at a loss to account 
for his interesting himself so particularly in the 
fulfilment of her religious duties, when the 
rest of the family, as the phrase is, “ took it so 
easily.” And when her father joined her in the 
evening in the drawing-room, she said, “ Papa, 
I asked you, a little while ago, to see that 
justice was done me about the jewels, and you 
promised that you would take my case into 
consideration ; but now I wish to have justice 
done me about something else, and it is this, — 
why am I to do more for God than the rest of 
the family?” 

“ My dear Maude,” said he, pausing a little 
after her abrupt question, “ we have reason to 
believe that we serve Him who is most just, 
and that He will amply repay us for all we do 

k 2 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 




196 



THE SISTER PENITENTS. 



for Him. Do not then let us think of what 
others omit, but let us attend to what we 
ought to do.” 

“ But, papa,” said Matilda, “ God cannot care 
much about this, or the rest would not omit 
it. Therefore, I think, if you please, I will 
just go on in the old way like them, and you 
can tell Mr. Selby, as we used to tell the 
masters we did not like, that he need not call 
again.'*’ 

“ Well, Maude, I will take this case also 
into consideration,” said her father, “ and do 
you give it no further thought for the rest of 
this evening, but sing and play to me while 
I finish this pamphlet, just as you did last 
night, without asking my opinion, or expecting 
my praise, but as if you were alone.” 

“ Bjut I cannot really forget you are present, 
or think I am alone,” replied Matilda, “ for I 
feel both love and fear of you, papa, but mostly 
love.” 

Mr. Forester took up his pamphlet, and 
Matilda began to sing, soon forgetting that 
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justice was to be done her ; but Mr. Forester, 
while he seemed to read, took her K case”, as he 
had promised, “ into consideration,” and, as the 
surest means of conciliating as well as securing 
her obedience, determined that he would, on 
the following day, impart to her his intention 
of becoming a Catholic ; in which event it 
would be incumbent on him also to approach 
the tribunal of penance, however repugnant to 
the natural pride of the human heart. 

On the following morning, therefore, Matilda 
received her father’s confidence, and was so 
much occupied with the surprise, the confusion, 
and the pleasure it gave her, that for awhile all 
her own subjects of disquietude were forgotten; 
and when, being again alone, they returned to 
annoy her, she suddenly discovered, as she 
thought, an admirable mode of compromising 
the matter in debate, and eagerly longed to 
impart it to her father, for whom, however, 
she had now to wait a couple of seemingly 
interminable hours. At length she descried 
the horses in the avenue, and out she flew 
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to meet him. " The weather will not be too 
sultry now for you to ride, Maude,” said Mr. 
Forester; “and I have ascertained that the 
horse I am on will suit you admirably. Did 
they bring your riding-habit ?” 

“ I believe so, papa. I will enquire for it, 
and thank you very much for the beautiful 
horse. I shall so much like to ride with you — 
but papa, I have something to say to you — 
something of the greatest importance.” 

Mr. Forester perceiving the earnest look of 
her countenance, dismounted, and sent on the 
horses, turning with his daughter into a shady 
walk of the shrubbery, and thence into a sort 
of rustic temple, which she said would secure 
them from interruption. “ Why, Maude,” said 
he, “ these are great preparations for the secret 
I am to hear !” for she had made him be seated, 
and placed herself on his knees. 

w Papa,” said she, “ I love you more than any 
one, and I owe you more duty and gratitude. 

know that you are very learned and clever, 
or you would not be a minister of state, and 
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now you are going to be a Catholic, and have 
studied all the doctrinal subjects so deeply — 
everthing combined makes me determined, if 
you please, papa, to go to confession to you? 

“ My dearest Maude,” said Mr. Forester, 
touched by her confidence and affection ; “ God 
will bless you for your filial piety : but in con- 
fessing the sins and errors of your young life 
to me, you would not be performing a religious 
act. The power of binding and loosing was 
not given to the laity, but solely to the priest- 
hood ; to them alone Christ said, ‘ Whosoever 
hears you, hears me, and whosoever despises 
you, despises me.* And again, ‘ Whatsoever 
you shall bind on earth, shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatsoever you shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven/ This sublime and 
awful power is bestowed by the sacrament of 
ordination on priests alone, and is so entirely a 
supernatural gift that it cannot be injured by 
any weakness, or even sin (which God forbid) 
on the part of the priest. Had you been ac- 
customed from your childhood to approach the 
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tribunal of penance, with the simplicity of faith, 
you would confess as to Christ himself, listen 
as if to His voice, and submit as if to His de- 
cision. This is what I am about to do. 

“ Are you, papa, going to confession to Mr. 
Selby?” 

“ Yes, Maude, and had Mr. Selby proved 
less well instructed, less benevolent, less pious 
than he is, I should not have gone in quest of 
a more distant priest. My mind was per- 
fectly convinced before I took this journey, 
therefore I do not require a deep theologian, or 
acute controversialist, still less a man of brilliant 
conversation, and congenial habits of life. I 
simply want a priest of God. One who has a 
divine commission to hear my confession, to 
impose the reparation or ‘satisfaction’ I can 
make for ray offences, and to absolve me from 
all stain of sin incurred since my years of 
baptismal innocence.” 

w Papa,” returned Maude, “ I wish to follow 
your example in every respect, therefore I will 
attend to Mr. Selby’s instructions, and study 
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the catechism, especially that part relating to 
penance, which hitherto I have only known by 
rote. I must remember too what he told me, 
that the record of my sins, however exact, was 
not enough, but that I must also endeavour 
by earnest prayer to obtain the first and most 
essential of the three parts of penance, namely 
true contrition.” 



k 3 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 




202 



THE SISTER PENITENTS. 



I 



CHAPTER IV. 



“ Lord, what shall this one do ?’* enquire not. 

Look to thyself, to thy own deeds, and lot. 

Nor saved nor lost canst thou by others be. 

Be true to God — He will be true to thee. 

Mr. Selby’s mode of conducting converts was 
to receive them into the Church, by their re- 
nunciation of Protestantism, before they com- 
menced any Catholic act of religion. He then 
heard their general confession, but before giving 
them absolution he admitted them to conditional 
baptism. After the absolution followed their 
reception of the holy Eucharist. 

Mr. Forester’s first act was then to be his 
'final renunciation of Protestantism — his ceasing 
to “ protest” against the one Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church of Christ : and after 
conversing for a short time with two of the 
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upper and more confidential servants, he as- 
sembled, in Matilda’s presence, all his house- 
hold domestics, to whom he then imparted the 
resolution he had taken of becoming a Catholic, 
and the religious act he was about to perform. 
He then read his abjuration, to which Mr. 
Selby added some words of congratulation to 
him, the new convert, and of exhortation to the 
assembled dependents. 

Matilda now devoted all her solitary time to 
the distant preparation she had promised to 
make for her confession, and to which her 
father’s example was a powerful stimulant. 
The conversations she held with Mr. Selby 
guided her mental researches, and led her be- 
yond the mere catalogue of offences, to the 
prevailing tendency which had induced them, 
and then to trace still further up to the parent 
evil, the fountain head of her many failings — 
and this she discovered was pride. The 
manifestation of this sin had principally 
been towards her sister Georgiana. In her 
she had never found that uprightness, that 
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sense of justice, of honour, and integrity, 
which seemed innate in herself, and had won 
her whole confidence towards her father ; 
but, on the contrary, a policy approaching 
to duplicity, a petty ambition, a selfishness, 
which her own high mind despised ; and 
Georgians, who was equally quick-sighted, 
foresaw that, although three years her junior, 
she would find in Matilda a fearless censor, 
and a judge above all bribes. On one occasion, 
when the latter had perceived that Georgians 
was grasping, and Julia yielding, every thing, 
she had darted before her, exclaiming , (i Well 
if you cannot be generous, at any rate be just P 
Matilda was then but twelve years old, and had 
not had sufficient experience to know that in 
demanding even-handed justice, she was re- 
quiring what to most characters is difficult, 
and to some impossible. To be just, that is, 
impartial, a good heart is not sufficient, — it 
makes many blunders, and a good head must 
be free from bias ; the mind must be enlarged, 
the knowledge accurate , — self must be dead. 
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"Maude,” said her father one evening, "I 
do not think you sufficiently love your sister 
Georgiana.” 

“ I do not approve of her, papa.” 

“ But, my dear child, what would become of 
us, if God were to feel in that manner? We 
are unworthy of His approval, and yet He 
loves us.” 

“ I did not think of that before,” said she, 
and was silent in thought. She then added, 
“ Papa, I do believe that I love Georgy ; for 
it would give me great pain if she were un- 
happy. She amuses me very much ; and, 
besides this, I love her without knowing why : 
but I do not like her character.” 

"But who are you, Maude, to set yourself 
up in judgment on any one’s character? How 
can you tell but what, in the sight of God, 
Georgiana may be the more acceptable 5” 

“ Oh no, papa,” returned Matilda, " I know 
what God likes very well.” 

“ Do you, indeed,” said Mr. Forester ; 
“ pray let me hear ?” 
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* c He likes truth, and generosity, and con- 
stancy, and honour,” said Matilda. 

“ All which,” said her father, “ you imagine 
yourself to possess, and deny to Georgiana. 
Now, for the argument’s sake, I will grant 
this; and then ask you, does God require no 
more ? If so, why has He said, ‘ Blessed are 
the meek!’ ‘ Blessed are the merciful ! 1 ‘Bless- 
ed are the peacemakers !’ ‘ Blessed are the poor 
in spirit!”’ 

“ But go on, papa, or you will not be quot- 
ing honourably. There are two of the bea- 
tudes on my side. One is, ‘ Blessed are they 
who hunger and thirst after justice!’ which I 
do : and the other is, ‘ Blessed are they who 
suffer persecution for justice sake!’ which I 
have often done.” 

“Ah, my poor Maude! are you, then, so 
blinded by self-love, as to suppose that the 
‘justice’ here mentioned, countenances that 
proud and restless desire to see yourself righted, 
that taking Providence into your own hands, 
which I have observed in you, and which 



Digitized by Google 




THE SISTER PENITENTS. 



207 



should be to you a subject of mourning, instead 
of boast?” 

"Papa, I have already been making the 
examination of my conscience ; and I find that 
I am proud.” 

" And has that discovery made you more so? 
If that be the case, Maude, — if, instead of re- 
sisting that sin, by which angels fell, you wil- 
fully entertain it, nay, glory in it, — you are — 
and am I to say this of my own child — you 
are in a state of sin !” 

Matilda made no answer; and her father 
added, " And, 0 Maude ! think what this is.” 
Here either great and painful emotion stopped 
his utterance, or he felt that silence would 
be more powerful than eloquence. 

This silence lasted an hour, at the end of 
which Matilda crept gently behind him, and 
laid her hand on his shoulder. 

" Shall I sing, papa ?” 

“ As you please, Maude.” Then followed a 
long pause. 

"This is a very unhappy evening, papa,” 
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said she. Again a long silence. "I hope I 
am not proud of being proud.” 

“I hope not, Maude,” replied he; “for, if 
so, 1 should be compelled to hope you were 
mad !” 

Then another long pause, followed by “ Papa, 
to be in the favour of God, perhaps I had better 
have any other fault than pride?” 

“ Undoubtedly, Maude. For what said He 
who from His throne of glory came, not only 
to die for us, but previously to live for us; 
shewing us, and teaching us all justice? What 
does He command us to learn of Him — of Him, 
the essence of truth, of generosity, of con- 
stancy, of honour? ‘ Learn of me,’ says He, 
‘for I am meek and humble of heart!’ Yes, 
Maude, this is the lesson which the Lord of 
heaven and earth came to teach proud man — a 
lesson so difficult, nay, humanly speaking, so 
impossible, that a God alone could teach it — 
a God alone enable us to learn it. Lucifer fell 
through pride ; and, stripped of all glory, and 
all happiness, still retains his pride, and, in 
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revenge, teaches it to man. You are therefore 
daily, and hourly, receiving inspirations and 
instructions from these two masters, — the one 
a God, the other a devil. Now, take your 
choice; which will you accept and cherish ?” 

" Oh, what a question !” cried Matilda. She 
then added: "Papa, I must pray very ear- 

i 

nestly, and I hope you will pray for me, that 
this blessing, which is unattainable but by the 
grace of God, may be granted me — this diffi- 
cult, this all but impossible, virtue of humility. 
It is this, I doubt not, which has made my 
sister Julia be so much beloved. Mrs. Ark- 
wright used to say that Julia was formed to 
be the joy of all who had the happiness of 
being connected with her ; and, indeed, if ever 
there was a perfect creature, it is Julia. So 
gentle, so patient, so indulgent, so full of 
charity, that she never has been known to hurt 
any one’s feelings: her conscience must be 
clear of all evil ; she never can require the con- 
fessional, and my ambition may well be to be 
like Julia.” 
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“You are right, Maude,” said he, “to de- 
sire what is so lovely and so amiable ; and to 
all you have said of Julia, I may add that, 
from her birth, she has never given her father 
one hour’s uneasiness. But to suppose that, if 
indeed you were like all you see and know of 
Julia, you would then be preparing unneces- 
sarily for confession, and that in your exami- 
nation of conscience you would find only sub- 
ject for joy and thanksgiving, this is most 
likely a mistake. 

In their next conversation Matilda said to 
her father, — U I do not think, papa, that I 
have ever forgotten God. I have thought of 
Him a great deal, and with great satisfaction, 
to think I had one wise and strong friend ; 
and when people have been silly and unjust, 
I have said to myself: ‘ Well, never mind, 
God sees their foolish hearts, and will punish 
them well.’ ” 

“But, Maude, this was the spirit of re- 
venge, derived from the mortal sin of anger, 
and totally opposed to that Divine Spirit 
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which said, * Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.’ ” 

“ Still, papa, this prevents my trying to 
revenge myself; I leave it all to God, though 
certainly I do, at the same time, hope He 
will do it effectually, and revenge my case 
far better than I could myself.” 

“ An earnest wish, Maude, is a prayer ; 
and a prayer to God to punish your neigh- 
bour, is equivalent to cursing him. We are 
expressly told to pray for our enemies, to 
return good for evil : and your supposed love 
for God, too, is of a very doubtful nature, 
partaking, I fear, of self-love.” 

u But, papa, I do love • God very much, 
for his own sake, and quite independently 
of self-interest.” 

" I fear, not quite, Maude ; for there is 
one thing very evident to me, that you are 
on remarkably good terms with yourself, and 
not a little of a boaster.” 

“ The trumpeter gad-fly,” said Matilda, 
“ empty and buzzing! How I hate such a 
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character! But I equally hate hypocritical 
humility, papa, hollow and sneaking.” 

“ So do I, Maude ; you need not boast of 
your love of sincerity, — you are not singular 
in that respect.” 

“ Well then, papa, I stand accused of being 
proud, revengeful, full of self-love, and a 
boaster. But I will not lose courage; I will 
hope, against hope, to leave the tribunal of 
penance humble, forgiving, full of self-con- 
demnation, and silent. Will that do, papa ?” 
u Admirably, Maude; and may God give 
you His assisting grace, without which even 
these good resolutions will come to nothing !” 
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CHAPTER V. 



“ One shall be taken, and the other left,” 

Each to fulfil Thy hidden judgments. Lord } 
Thou, alone, seest of each the secret heart, 
And Thou, alone, canst measure sure reward, 
Or punishment deserved. Be mine the part 
Of virgin wise, with ready lamp well stored, 
To meet Thee joyfully 



The sisters, Julia and Georgiana, yet lingered 
in town. There were a few little parting 
soirees and dejeunes, at which were negoci- 
ated the different relays of visitors for the 
autumn, at Norham Court, including certain 
stars in the musical, poetical, and painting 
hemisphere, which it was “ the thing ” to 
have. And after these arrangements had been 
concluded, with the success which invariably 
attended the bewitching twain, Georgiana 
became slightly, then seriously, indisposed ; 
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and at length, surrounded by all that medi- 
cal skill, and sisterly tenderness, could pro- 
vide, was pronounced in a hopeless state, from 
which no human skill could revive her. 

"Georgy,” said her sister mournfully to 
her, "they say that you are very ill; that 
you are worse.’’ 

" Never mind what they say,” replied she ; 
" I feel better, and shall soon be better.” 

"But they say you cannot get better,” 
said Julia. 

“Oh, ridiculous!” cried she; "as if I were 
to be taken out of the world just when 
every thing has been arranged for my plea- 
sure and happiness.” 

"But it would do you no harm, dearest 
Georgy, to say some prayers ; for you are 
weaker than you think. It is only the fever 
keeps your strength up.” This proved to be 
the case. Within an hour the physician 
called again ; and gave his opinion, that 
" Miss Forester could not survive the night.” 
Julia conducted him down stairs, to lord 
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Norham’s private room, and begged him there 
to repeat his opinion. " Charles,” said lady 
Norham, when the physician had left them, 
"is it not usual, — is it not the thing, in 
these cases, to send for some one to say 
prayers, or read?” 

"Upon my word I believe it is,” said his 
lordship. 

"Then will you send for some one?” said she. 

" I send for some one,” exclaimed lord 
Norham. "I know no more of these mat- 
ters, Julia, you could not come to a worse 

person.” 

"Dr. Bright says she is dying,” said lady 
Norham. 

"Well, if dying people are to be read to, 
cannot you read to her yourself?” 

" Oh ! I could not. I should not know 
what to read; and Georgy would not listen 
to me . She would only laugh.” 

"But some one in the house knows what 
to read r I suppose,” said he. Lady Norham 
hesitated a little ; at length she said — " I sup- 
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pose these prayers ought to be something 
very particular, for I believe we are — that 
is, poor mamma wished, and we were both 
intended to be — Catholics.” 

“Well, there is a Catholic bookseller close 
by, in Duke street ; at least I suppose so by 
the crucifixes in the window. Get books 
from him.” 

Lady Norham turned to leave the room. 
“ If I did but know,” said she, “ how to find 
the persons who sing High Mass, and all 
that sort of thing, at W arwick-street chapel, 
or at the one near Manchester-square ; but 
I do not.” She looked really distressed ; and 
lord Norham was distressed for her* 

“ If I could do any thing to relieve you, 
Julia,” said he, “I would; but this sort of 
business is completely out of my way. I 
could have settled Georgiaua well in this 
world; but as to her establishment in the 
next ” 

“ Perhaps the bookseller you mentioned 
might know,” said Lady Norham. 
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“ Know what ?” said her husband, smiling. 

“ Where the gentlemen live who perform 
in Warwick street,” said she. “ Ah, do not 
smile now, Charles ; really it is very dis- 
tressing I” 

“ It is, it is,” said his lordship. “ I had 
no intention whatever to hurt your feelings, 
Julia; and I assure you I could not have 
smiled at your little Equivoque had I believed 
that it was really all up with poor Georgy. 
But I would match her own opinion against 
all the doctors.” 

Lady Norham leaned against the chimney- 
piece, and began to weep. u Well, Julia, 
only tell me what you wish,” said he. “ Shall 
I ring for some one ?” and the bell was rung. 
Lord Norham’s Italian valet appeared, was 
made to understand who, and what, were 
wanted ; and, in a transport of pious surprise, 
engaged to fetch one of his very good friends, 
a priest, from the next chapel-house. 

Julia returned to the sick-room ; and, 
shocked by the rapid change that was tak- 

VOL. I. L 
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ing place, was not displeased to see, kneel- 
ing by her dying sister, a minister apparently, 
but of what denomination she knew not, who 
had been introduced by one of the attendants ; 
and had been vainly endeavouring, by his 
exhortations and prayers, to excite a contrite 
feeling in the languid heart of his hearer. 
Georgians'^ eyes were closed, and, but for 
the constant movement of her fingers, it would 
have seemed that all was over. Lady Nor- 
ham took her hand, on which she gave a 
little start, and feebly cried, “What does he 
say? I cannot hear. Where are you, Julia? 
I cannot see you — where is your hand? Hold 
me fast, — don’t let me go. Is this dying? 
Oh, come with me, Julia 1 Come with me, 
some one — any one! I cannot go alone — 
alone ! Oh P with a meek, shuddering scream, 
“I cannot go alone P Here was a long 
pause. At length lady Norham whispered 
to the stranger, “Is she dead?” 

“If,” replied he, in a loud voice, “she is 
dead, she is damned P At this instant Geor- 
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giana opened her eyes, and fixed them on her 
sister, grasping, with a last effort of convul- 
sive strength, the hand she held. The look 
was of wild despair; and the already terri- 
fied Julia, now believing that she was being 
grasped, and gazed on, by a corpse, and the 
corpse of a lost soul, after an ineffectual strug- 
gle to release her hand, fell fainting on the 
bed. Georgiana then closed her eyes, but 
said distinctly, W I shall not die yet.'” She 
then lay motionless for an hour, no change 
occurring that could be perceived. During 
that time, Vincenzio had returned with his 
reverend prize, and poor Julia, now reviving 
from the effects of terror and distress, received 
him in an adjoining room ; and, with a heart 
softened by grief to desire the precious boon 
of forgiveness for their virtual apostacy from 
their faith, rapidly imparted to the priest her 
sister's spiritual condition. 

"I may conclude, then, madam,” said Mr. 
Bussell, “ that your sister remembers the early 
instructions given to you both, and believes 

l 2 
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the mysteries of our holy faith: Three Per- 
sons in one God — the First Person, God the 
Father, Creator of all things visible and in- 
visible ; the Second Person, God the Son, both 
God and Man, Redeemer of mankind; the 
Third Person, God the Holy Ghost, Sancti- 
fier of the elect. That, by baptism she was 
received into the Church of God, — that, and 
all the other Sacraments, being channels of 
grace by which the merits of Christ are ap- 
plied to the soul; that she also understands, 
and believes, the Lord's Prayer and the Creed. 
All this, madam, I will not repeat to her, 
even in this condensed form, if you can as- 
sure me that she admits them as divine 
truths.” 

“ I can answer for her memory,” replied 
lady Norham. “ It has always been better 
than mine; and I remember all this. What 
we remember, too, we believe; we have not 
doubted our faith, but we have concealed, 
and neglected it.” 

She then conducted him to the dying bed; 
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and Mr. Bussell, kneeling by Georgians, said, 
in a low yet distinct voice, “ My dear child, 
I am a Catholic priest ; I come to bring you 
pardon and peace from God. If you hear, 
and can understand me, press my hand." She 
did so. “ To all the questions that I shall 
put to you, give me, if you can, the same 
token. — Do you lament and detest the vanity 
and folly of your life, your forgetfulness of 
God, and your neglect of your religious du- 
ties? Do you confess that you now deserve 
that God should forget and neglect you?” 
After referring thus to the first command- 
ment, Mr. Russell proceeded regularly through 
the decalogue in the same manner, and then 
said, Are you deeply grieved for all this, 
and do you earnestly desire pardon and sal- 
vation, and to have the precious merits of 
Christ’s Passion and Death applied to your 
soul?” As the pressure on his hand became 
more feeble, Mr. Bussell spoke rapidly, not 
to delay the Absolution. He thus continued, 
“ Do you forgive all those who may have of- 
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fended you, and ask pardon of all those you 
have injured by bad example and otherwise? 
Do you solemnly promise, that if you re- 
cover you will lead a life devoted to God’s 
service? And now raise up your heart, and 
join me in spirit while I make these short 
acts of faith, hope, charity, and contrition, 
to God, before, in His name, I give you Ab- 
solution. Oh, my God, I believe in Thee, 
do Thou strengthen my faith; all my hope 
is in Thee, do Thou secure it; I love Thee 
with my whole heart, — oh, teach me to love 
Thee more and more ; I am grieved to have 
offended Thee, do Thou increase my sorrow.” 
Mr. Russell then pronounced the Absolution, 
and proceeded to the anointing, still directing 
his voice, as much as possible, to the ear of 
the dying girl, who expired during the con- 
cluding prayers, and was “ alone,” at the first 
awful judgment, on which depended her eter- 
nity! As the nurse approached to close the 
eyes, and the other attendants drew the weep- 
ing Julia from the room, the stranger, an In- 
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dependent minister, also withdrew, under the 
care of the servant who had introduced him. 

Before the rev. Mr. Bussell left the house, 
lady Norham requested an interview; and, 
with humble and sincere self-condemnation, 
besought him to continue his visits to her. 
" But tell me, sir,” said she, u before you 
now leave me, tell me what you think of 
my sister’s state.” 

“ My dear lady,” said Mr. Bussell, “ to pro- 
nounce decidedly on a death-bed repentance, 
even where great fervour and contrition have 
been shown, is a daring thing. I will not 
attempt it. I understand that your sister s 
career has been like your own, virtually deny- 
ing, and totally neglecting her religion, and 
that up to the last hour of her life, all was 
discouraging. Throughout the holy Scriptures 
we have but one instance given us of a soul ac- 
cepted thus late, that no one may presume; yet 
we have this one instance, that no one may 
despair. The Church authorises us to condemn 
those only who die in final impenitence, in 
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presumption, or in despair ; I trust that neither 
was her case. The imperfect contrition she 
seemed (by the token she gave), to possess, 
which was the result of fear of God, and of 
His judgments, with a willingness to confess 
herself a lost sinner, and with hope of mercy 
through the merits of her Redeemer : this 
which in scholastic language is termed * attri- 
tion,’ wanting that pure and generous love 
which marks the true penitent ; this is all we 
can hope she possessed. Yet even this was the 
gift of a merciful God, who made use of a 
stranger to inspire her with fear, then granted 
an unexpected hour to her life, in which this 
feeling was permitted to be used, we may hope, 
for her salvation through the means He has 
appointed.” 

“ Did she press your hand,” said lady 
Norham, “when you asked her whether she 
solemnly promised, in case of recovering, to 
lead a life devoted to God’s service ?” 

“ She did so,” replied Mr. Russell. “ But the 
promises of amendment, in case of recovery, 
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although doubtless made in sincerity, are the 
promises of a slave under the lash, and if God 
accept them, it is because His mercy is bound- 
less, and his love inscrutable.” 

“ Alas P cried Julia, “all is then uncertain 
respecting the destiny of one who has been, as 
it were, a part of myself. With only a year’s 
difference in our ages, — united in our play, our 
studies, and our amusements, — from our birth 
we have been inseparable — and now ! Oh 
Georgiana !” 

“ My dear madam,” said Mr. Russell, “ em- 
ploy the hope which is left you in prayer for 
that soul, which, if accepted, is in expiatory 
suffering. There have been instances — rare 
instances — in which the contrition, the heartfelt 
sorrow for sin has been so pure, and so intense, 
as to produce a martyrdom of love : and such a 
soul we are authorised to believe enters at once, 
purified and accepted, into the bosom of God. 
But if I were to give hopes that such was the 
case with your sister, I should deceive you, and 
injure her. Her time for pious action is, alas! 
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over. ‘As the tree falls so it lies,’ and if 
accepted, she must, with the rest of the suffering 
Church, depend on the sympathy and charity 
of the Church militant, to abridge or soften her 
exile from God. Let therefore the sisterly 
union, which so amiably subsisted between you, 
continue by your associating her in every good 
work. Let the penance you yourself owe to 
God for years of past neglect, be now performed 
for both ; and let me intreat you to turn to the 
profit of your own soul this time of mourning 
and seclusion.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A creature soft, with smile, and tear, 

A petted child of luxury ; 

To whom no adverse frown of fear, 

Had taught the stern reality 
Of death, and of eternity ! 

After the Rev. Mr. Russell had taken his 
leave of lady Norham, she went in search of her 
husband, whose sympathy and real concern at 
the loss they had sustained, was most soothing 
to her feelings. But it was not to receive this 
consolation that Julia now sought lord Norham, 
and she said to him, “ Charles, when little 
Albert was born, you promised that you would 
grant me whatever I should request of you, 
however difficult and extraordinary it might be 
— I replied that I had no wishes ; but you added 
that I might remember or think of some, and 
that your promise was not limited to a month 
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or a year. Now then I claim it — now in this 
time of bereavement and sorrow, and will you 
grant it ?” 

“ I will,” replied lord Norham. 

“ It is to be allowed to follow my religion ? r 

“ I grant it,” said he : “ but have I ever pre- 
vented you ? Might I not have expected you 
would speak to me on this subject long ago ?” 

“ Did you indeed expect this,” said Julia. 
“ Then was it this you meant when you invited 
me to ask you for something difficult and ex- 
traordinary ? You are silent, and I may there- 
fore conclude it was so. Six months have 
passed since then — six months of double re- 
sponsibility, to add to my many years of care- 
lessness and neglect. Perhaps had I made the 
request at the time of our marriage, I might 
have obtained all the benefits of my holy 
religion, and might then have induced my poor 
Georgy to perform her duty also. But 1 did 
not know you, Charles. I did not know all the 
kindness and liberality of your character. I 
was afraid of displeasing you, and, alas ! was but 
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too indifferent to the hopes and fears of the 
other world.” 

" Well, Julia,” said lord Norham, "you have 
at last told me your little history, and now I 
will tell you mine. You once had a cer- 
tain ruler over your nursery department, in 
Stanhope Street, called Mrs. Tyler, had you 
not ?” 

"Indeed we had,” said Julia, suddenly 
smiling through her tears; "but little did I 
think nurse Tyler was an acquaintance of 
yours.” 

" She left you, I understand, on account of 
some controversial disagreement between her- 
self and the governess,'” continued Lord Nor- 
ham; "and, through what recommendation I 
forget, came to take care of me during a dan- 
gerous attack of illness, which seized me just 
before that memorable drawing-room at which 
the Miss Foresters were presented. Mrs. 
Tyler was a Catholic, and tried to convert 
me. Perhaps, had my illness been as tedious 
as it was severe, she would have succeeded. 
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As it was, there were many things remained 
strongly on my mind: but her talk was not 
all theological. She spoke of a loved and 
lovely ‘Julia;’ promised me certain happiness 
if I could secure her; and followed up her 
recommendation with so much reasonable ar- 
gument and good sense, that afterwards, when 
tempted to prefer Georgiana, I found Mrs. 
Tyler’s advice had bound me so fast to my 
vessel, that the voice of the syren could not 
win me into peril. Little did they suspect 
who were rallying me on my precipitation, that 
I had gained a store of knowledge on my sick- 
bed. And now, Julia, for a few more avowals ; 
though, perhaps, they may give you pain. 
Mrs. Tyler had, of course, informed me that 
you were a Catholic; and I was fully pre- 
pared to concede to you all, and more than is 
usual, in these cases. In the first place, I had 
held myself ready to give you the religious 
comfort of what a Catholic is bound to con- 
sider the sacrament of marriage, previous to 
the public ceremony in the Protestant Church. 
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But you never made the request; and I frankly 
tell you I was disappointed !” 

The keenest darts of sorrow and remorse 
here pierced Lady Norham’s heart. 

“ I was disappointed,” continued lord Nor- 
ham, “ because, when a woman is not in ear- 
nest about her religion, she has seldom stability 
of character in other respects ; but, as I had no 
pretensions whatever to be a preacher, I preached 
not. 1 had made up my mind, also, to chapels, 
chaplains, feasts, and fasts; but allow me to 
pay you this compliment, Julia, — you have 
been the least troublesome Catholic I ever 
encountered ! ” 

“ Ah, Charles, spare this irony!” cried she, 
weeping in shame and anguish. 

“ Well, but, Julia,” said he, “I am the last 
man who has any right to talk about religion ; 
so now let us say no more on this topic. Good 
nurse Tyler led me a little astray as to your 
piety ; but, in every other respect, she has my 
thanks, for giving me the sweetest and prettiest 
little wife in the world.” 
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Julia then made her escape to her own 
room, where she could in solitude give some 
relief to the anguish which oppressed her. 
Unaccustomed to blame, it alarmed and be- 
wildered her ; but there were other reflections 
which crowded on her mind, and surpassed all 
that could be suggested by another. Julia 
knew that to approach the sacrament of mar- 
riage, the pious Catholic previously, in retreat, 
in prayer, in examination of conscience, ap- 
proaches the tribunal of penance, and from 
that purifying sacrament receives that of mar- 
riage in a state of grace. And how had she 
prepared herself for the legal ceremony which 
had placed the coronet on her brows? Sur- 
rounded to the last moment by partial and 
admiring friends; all praising her goodness, 
her sweetness, her beauty, and her talent ; 
with no interruption to this balmy incense, but 
from jewellers and dress-makers ; and with 
but a vague feeling of shallow gratitude to the 
Being to whom she owed her first affections — 
thus, alas! had Julia Forester entered on the 
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responsible duties of her new state ; and thus 
had she continued to live, until that hour of 
fearful rousing, and bitter self-reproach. 

Mr. Forester had received in one letter the 
alarm of Georgiana’s danger, and at the close 
of it the intimation of her death. The shock 
was great, especially as in his present frame of 
mind he required some proof beyond the mere 
common-place assurance that “his loss had 
been her gain.” Being perfectly unacquainted 
with the salutary change that had taken place 
in his daughter Julia, and apprehending that 
Matilda would be spiritually injured by a re- 
moval from Woodbank, Mr. Forester resolved, 
after some deliberation, not to reveal to the 
latter the intelligence he had received con- 
jointly from Lord and Lady Norham, but 
simply told her that he was called by urgent 
business to London, that he expected to be 
absent from her a week, and would write to 
her; and that in the interval of his absence 
she would not, he hoped, feel lonely, as her 
principal occupation would be of a nature to 
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lead her apart from creatures, to enjoy the 
presence of Him who would supply her with 
all soothing and holy thoughts. 

Matilda, who imagined that both her sisters 
were long ere this at Norham Court, never 
suspected that family feelings and duties were 
the cause of this sudden journey; but, sup- 
posing that public affairs required her father’s 
presence, she asked no questions, and assured 
him that, sorry as she was to lose him for a 
whole week, she would endeavour to employ 
the time well, and console herself by the ex- 
pected letter. Matilda’s chief occupation was 
the now more immediate preparation for her 
confession, which was to commence a few days 
before the Feast of St. Michael and all Angels, 
and to which she was devoting herself with all 
the energy and sincerity of her character. 
Her father gave private directions both to 
the housekeeper, and to Matilda’s maid, not 
to let her remain constantly alone, but to 
invite her to make some little arrangement to 
surprise and please him on his return. This 
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he well knew would more effectually gladden 
his Maude's affectionate heart, than any other 
scheme to beguile the time of his absence. 

These little cares over for his child's com- 
fort, Mr. Forester, having previously sent for 
Mr. Selby, shut himself up in his private 
room, and solemnly prepared for the last of 
several confessions he had made of certain 
divisions of his life, from the first dawn of 
reason to the present hour. 

Mr. Selby arrived, and was informed of the 
melancholy event which called for Mr. Fores- 
ter's immediate presence in London. 

“ My dear sir,” continued Mr. Forester, 
“ I could have wished to be better prepared to 
receive you ; but I will not risk a journey, and 
further delay, before accepting the blessings 
now in store for me. Hear, then, I beseech 
you, the last division of my long-prepared 
confession, that you may then open the rich 
store of His mercy, and give me absolution.” 

“ Distressing as is the cause which compels 
us to close our many preparatory meetings,” 
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replied Mr. Selby, “I am not sorry that you 
call upon me now to hear you for the last time. 
You have bestowed the utmost pains on the 
necessary investigation of the past; you have 
given proofs — as far as a confessor can judge 
the heart of his penitent— of the sincerest 
sorrow of heart; and you resolve, with the 
same sincerity, to make satisfaction to your 
offended God, as far as shall be appointed you, 
well knowing that God has no need of us, and 
of our poor ‘ satisfaction,’ — mean in itself, and 
wholly unworthy His acceptance, — but that 
the love and sorrow with which it is made, 
these feelings being also his free gifts, renders 
it pleasing in his sight, and obtains for us, not 
only the immense boon of forgiveness for the 
past, but even an increase of grace for the 
future. Bring then, sir, the sinner’s triple 
offering of contrition, confession, and satisfac- 
tion, and I your fellow-sinner, yet the priest of 

God, will on his part give you the absolution.” 

* * * * 

After the reception of this purifying sacra- 
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ment, Mr. Forester withdrew, even from Mr. 
Selby, into an inner room, where, alone with 
God, he could pour forth his heartfelt thanks- 
giving. Having every reason to hope that no 
obstacle had been placed by him to the full 
benefit of this font of mercy, he could, at 
length, kneel before his Maker in baptismal 
innocence regained. Thrice happy soul in 
favour with thy God, — the joy of angels, — the 
terror of devils, — in peace with thyself. Ah ! 
lose not thy state of grace. 

After an hour of blessed solitude, the carriage 
drove round, which was to convey Mr. Forester 
to the town where he would join the mail, 
and Matilda received her father’s embrace and 
blessing, and watched the carriage till out of 
sight, with emotions so raised from earth, that 
his absence seemed scarcely to affect the tie 
between them ; a tie not only holy in nature, 
but holier and imperishable in eternal grace. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Mr. Forester proceeded rapidly towards Lon- 
don. Under other circumstances, how light and 
happy would his heart have felt! eased of the sad 
load of sin — penitent and absolved — rejoicing 
in reconciliation with God, he yet unceasingly 
reproached himself for the neglect of his 
parental duties. His daughter’s death at this 
moment was a double sorrow. It was his loss 
and his punishment — so he felt it. Could the 
grave have given back its dead but one hour, 
what an hour of self-abasement would that 
have been! Surely Ms love, his tears, his 
prayers, would have won his vain frivolous 
child to reflection, and, by the help of Almighty 
grace, to God. 

Occupied by such thoughts, Mr. Forester 
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completed his journey. He arrived at lord 
Norham’s house, and was received with kind- 
ness and affection. Feeling that it would be a 
relief to all parties to get over the first sad 
visit to the room where Georgiana lay, Lord 
Norham almost immediately offered to conduct 
Mr. Forester thither. 

“ I hope,” he said, as he led the way, “ I 
hope it will all be as you desire. Julia and 
I, happily, know so little of such scenes, — at 
all events, it seemed only consistent that, as 
they had been intended to be Catholics ” 

Mr. Forester’s awakened anxiety was an- 
swered before any further explanation could 
have been asked or given. He was in the 
room. His eyes rested on the dead. Beneath 
the hands, folded on the breast, lay a crucifix, 
and one, whom he knew by his dress to be a 
Catholic priest, was kneeling by her side. It 
was Mr. Bussell, whose daily visits had been 
made at Lady Norham’s request. 

We need not dwell upon what followed. To 
Mr. Forester it was as if his daughter was 
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given back to him ; she was more to him, dead, 
than she had ever been when living; for then 
the pleasures and vanities of this world had 
lamentably divided them; now, in the unity 
of the one true Church, whose members they 
were, they were for ever inseparably connected. 

With a heart, which undeserved blessings 
had still more deeply humbled, and with a 
thankful soul, Mr. Forester assisted in the pre- 
parations for the funeral; and soon all was 
over. And now little more remained to be 
done ; parting words of more real kindness and 
feeling than either had known for many years, 
passed between lord and lady Norham and 
Mr. Forester, who left town to arrive at Wood- 
bank on the eve of St. Michael and all Angels. 
His arrival was unexpected. Matilda was to 
go to confession that afternoon for the last 
time before receiving the blessed Sacrament on 
the approaching feast. Suddenly the intelli- 
gence was brought to her that her father had 
returned, and that he was in his study and 
wished to see her. She rushed to the room. 
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and found him seated at the table, on which 
was placed a casket of foreign workmanship, 
which, had Matilda perceived, she would in- 
stantly have recognised. Mr. Forester looked 
pale and agitated, but spoke in his usual mild 
tone, saying, “ Maude, you entreated me some 
ago to see that justice was done you about the 
jewels of your poor mother, which you thought 
unjustly monopolised by your sister. God has 
heard you — perhaps in anger — but here are the 
whole, here is your ‘ right.’ Poor Georgy can 
injure you no more.” 

Matilda, as it was usual to her when under 
strong emotion, neither spoke nor moved. Her 
eyes were fixed without a tear on the casket, and 
thus she remained, till Mr. Forester, becoming 
uneasy, took her hand, and said, " Sit down, 
my love.” At length, Matilda, who had un- 
consciously obeyed, arose and said, "These 
jewels belong to God !” 

“ Whatever disposal you may wish to make 
of them some time hence, Maude, rely on my 
not controlling you, but there is time enough to 
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consider of what is best. You may change 
your mind.” 

“ No, papa. Never !” 

“What then do you wish to do with them ?” 
“ I wish,” said she, “ to offer them in atone- 
ment — in ‘satisfaction’ — for that impatient wish 
to have justice done me, and that lurking spirit 
of revenge, which has led me to wish to have 
others punished. Papa, I may well approach 
the confessional with a humbled and contrite 
heart ; for what awful dispositions these are — 
pride and revenge !” 

“Well, dear Maude, you have the assurance 
that ‘a humble and contrite heart God will 
not despise.’ ” 

“ Oh, papa, would to God I could see poor 
Georgy decked in these again ; or, better still, 
that she were offering them to God. I never 
could wear them now. I should wish, if you 
would permit me, to have them set into the 
monstrance and the chalice, that will be used 
on the great festivals in our future chapel here.” 
“ I think I remember,” said Mr. Forester, 
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“ that you particularly specified some of these 
ornaments, on the day you first spoke of them, 
as haying raised a jealous uneasiness in your 
mind ; these, and these alone, I will put aside 
for the purpose you mention. The rest you 
may safely wear, when your present mourning 
is over, as tokens of your dear mother’s re- 
membrance, and in obedience to my wishes. 1 ’ 

“But you will keep them all at present, 

I hope, papa, — I could not look at them. And 
now that I am expecting this great blessing, 
of being restored to God’s favour, oh, dear 
papa, do pray for me, that nothing may be 
wanting on my part to the sacrament, and that 
I may return to you as innocent as when I 
was presented to you from the baptismal font, 
sixteen years ago !” 

In a couple of hours Matilda knocked at her 
father’s study door, and, without awaiting for 
an answer, darted into the room, and into his 
arms. “ Here, papa ! here is your innocent 
Maude 1 — here we are both in a state of 
grace !” 
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44 1 hope so, my dearest child,” said Mr. 
Forester, embracing her with emotion. 

44 You 4 hope’ so, papa,” said Matilda, raising 
her head, and looking at him with disappoint- 
ment ; 44 is it not certain ?” 

44 Let hope— a strong hope — divine hope — 
content you in this life,” said he ; 44 certainty 
is for heaven.” 

44 Hope !” again repeated Matilda. 44 And so 
all my past labour of examination of conscience, 
all my prayers, all my tears of sorrow, all the 
details of my sins, and even my folly of thought, 
word, and action, all is to end in hope only : 
even with that termination of my confession, 
when I entreat pardon for what, after the 
severest investigation, I cannot remember, say- 
ing, 4 for these and all my other sins, which at 
present I cannot call to my remembrance, I am 
heartily sorry,’ &c. ? Then indeed this is a 
disappointment, and one I shall never recover. 
It will strike at the root of all my exertions.” 

44 My dear vehement child,” said Mr. Forester, 
44 be calm ! If ever hope was lost in certainty, 
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it was so, on your account, when I welcomed 
you this instant past ; and if the word ‘ hope’ 
fell on your ear as a painful doubt, it was 
solely for myself I sighed.” 

This humility on her father’s part subdued 
Matilda. The tears gushed to her eyes, — she 
took her father’s hand and kissed it. 

“ You , papa, to doubt and sigh ? You ! who 
are all perfection, and have never taken a 
gloomy view of religion. Oh ! what a won- 
derful thing is humility ! It is hidden yet 
from me. Pray for me, that I may understand 
it” 
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CHAPTER I. 



In abstract thought she lives apart, 

And her young hopes, and virgin heart 
Are turned in watchful constancy, 

The chosen one to find and see, 
Through all disguise and mystery ! 




|URING the early dusk of a 
November evening, a respect- 
able elderly woman, with two 
young companions in deep 
mourning, entered the little parlour of a 
country inn, from the public vehicle which 
had conveyed them from the metropolis, and 
drew round the cheerful fire, to await their 
summons to the private carriage, which had 
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been dispatched from an opposite direction, to 
convey them a few miles further, to their 
final destination. 

“Is this Devonshire, Mrs. Tyler?” enquired 
the youngest of the two girls. 

“ It is,” was the reply. 

“ Claudia,” continued the child to her sister, 
“this is at last Devonshire! really Devon- 
shire.” But the elder girl continued her gaze 
on the fire, without heeding the information. 
“ You know Woodbank is in Devonshire,” 
added the little speaker — “ Woodbank where 
we are going to live — we shall be there in a 
very short time. How soon, Mrs. Tyler ?” 

“ In about an hour,” replied the person 
addressed. 

“ In about an hour Claudia, do you hear 
that ?” continued the little girl> 

“ Ah ! don’t teaze your sister,” interposed 
Mrs. Tyler, “ she will understand and notice all 
about it soon enough; and remember. Miss 
Ellen, what I have told you on the journey, 
that when we arrive at Woodbank, you must 
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not put yourself forward and talk so much ; if 
you do so you will be considered very vulgar ; 
and perhaps Miss Forester may take a dislike 
to you, and send you back to the Commercial- 
road. She is quite a polished young lady, who 
has been always accustomed to the best man- 
ners, and as you cannot copy her all at once, 
your only way is to be silent and modest, and 
very observant of all she does . 11 

“ But I suppose she talks ?” said Ellen. 

“ Yes, my dear, she talks ; but her situation is 
very different from yours. She is now the 
only daughter at home — is the mistress of her 
father's house, and is very womanly of her age. 
When she was the youngest in the schoolroom 
her voice was scarcely to be heard, though she 
was much older than you are.” 

“ What has become of her sisters ?” inquired 
Ellen. 

“ The eldest is married,” replied Mrs. Tyler, 
“ and the other sister died about two months 
ago, so that you will find Miss Forester, like 
yourselves, in deep mourning.” 
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“ And how old is she now ?” was the next 
question. 

“ She will be seventeen to-morrow,” replied 
Mrs. Tyler, " as I should well know, being the 
first to take her in my arms, and present her 
with our blessed Lady, under her powerful 
protection to become a child of God, and of His 
holy Church. For it was on the feast of the 
Presentation she was born, and was christened 
on that very day, * Matilda Mary.’ ” 

“ Mary was then three years old when she 
was taken by her parents to the temple,” said 
the hitherto silent Claudia. 

“ What comes next, Claudy?” said Ellen in a 
patronising tone; but Claudia only repeated 
u Mary was taken to the temple.” 

The little party was now informed that all 
was ready, and they entered Mr. Forester’s 
carriage, which in less than the time specified 
by Mrs. Tyler, conveyed them to the avenue 
gate of Woodbank. Ellen, who had jumped 
and screamed with excitement, as the gate was 
thrown open, was hushed into more cool de- 
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corum as the carriage swung to the hall door ; 
and after Mrs. Tyler had alighted, she was 
lifted down by a footman, and entering the 
house, curtseyed to the first person she saw out of 
livery, whom she concluded to be Mr. Forester. 
" There’s another child to get out !” suddenly 
exclaimed Mrs. Tyler, looking round her just 
as the carriage was being driven round to the 
offices. Claudia was therefore fetched from her 
corner of the carriage, and on entering the hall 
smiled, as she looked at the brilliant lamps, and 
said, “ This is the temple.” 

Angelique, Miss Forester’s maid, now came 
to greet the newly-arrived guests, and con- 
duct them to her young lady’s dressing-room, 
for they had reached Woodbank sooner than 
was expected. Mrs. Tyler, therefore, hold- 
ing Claudia by the hand, and followed by 
Ellen, ascended, under the guidance of Ange- 
lique, to the open door of Matilda’s room, 
who, advancing to meet them, threw her arms 
round Mrs. Tyler’s neck, exclaiming, "Dear 
nurse Tyler.” Then rousing herself, to receive 
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the two orphans, to whom she had promised 
to act a sister 8 part, she embraced and wel- 
comed them; and, pleased by their appear- 
ance, looked from one to the other with re- 
newed interest It was arranged that they 
should have their refreshment in the house- 
keeper’s room, while Matilda was with her 
father in the dining-room ; and that she should 
send for them directly she went to the draw- 
ing-room, which she promised not to delay, 
as they must, she felt, be wearied with their 
long journey, and would be glad to retire 
early. 

While Matilda was thus speaking to nurse 
Tyler, and the latter, notwithstanding the 
endeavour to call her 44 Miss Forester,” was, 
at each sentence, giving her the well-known 
and loved name of 44 Matilda,” Claudia ex- 
claimed, 44 Matilda Mary 1” and, as Matilda 
looked at her wilh surprise, added, 44 Mary 
was given to God in the Temple.” 

44 Miss Forester,” interposed Ellen eagerly, 
44 my sister knows that to-morrow is the Pre- 
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sentation of our Lady in the Temple, and 
your birthday; Mrs. Tyler told us. And if 
we had but known it sooner, madam, we would 
have made you a bag and a pincushion.” 

" Thank you, my dear affectionate little 
friends,” said Matilda; "you shall offer your 
prayers for me instead, and I shall have the 
delight of presenting you, as well as myself, 
to the prayers and protection of our blessed 
Lady on her feast, and my birthday, at our 
first Mass in this chapel. Nurse, — I mean 

Mrs. Tyler, this is indeed a happy eve ! Papa 
has induced the workmen to exert themselves 
to the utmost, to have the ornaments of the 
altar, and every thing, ready for Mass in our 
new chapel, at nine o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing, and for Benediction in the evening.” 

" Why, what speed !” exclaimed Mrs. Tyler, 
"to have built and finished a chapel in so 
short a time; but are you not afraid of the 
damp ?” 

" If we had been obliged to build the walls,” 
replied Matilda; "but the chapel is the 
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former conservatory and billiard-room united, 
and the sacristy is the former vestibule from 
the garden: all which I hope to shew you 
to-morrow.” 

"There!” exclaimed Angelique, who, dur- 
ing the conversation, had been completing 
the toilette, "there is the bell which comes 
from the diningroom, ringing;” and Matilda 
hastened to obey its summons, while the rest 
of the party descended to the housekeeper’s 
room, where, notwithstanding Mrs. Tyler’s 
presence, and the risk of being vulgar, Ellen 
jumped about with glee, till summoned to the 
still greater enjoyment of the plentiful tea- 
table. " If there is a thing I like,” cried she, 
" it is toast, buttered on both sides, and, above 
all, cream in my tea.” 

" Surely these are not sisters ?” whispered 
Mrs. Carr, the housekeeper, to Mrs. Tyler. 
" This is a nice, merry little soul ; but there’s 
a melancholy look with the other, though 
she’s the prettiest.” 

Mrs. Tyler tapped her forehead, with the 
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significant look generally accompanying that 
action, and then added, “ She is perfectly 
harmless, and generally apparently happy 

“ But what,” continued Mrs. Carr, “ is 
their history, that our people should have 
any thing to do with them?” 

“ I will tell you all about it,” replied Mrs. 
Tyler, “ when they have left us for the 
drawing-room.” 

“Ah I they are to be drawing-room com- 
pany, are they ?” said Mrs. Carr, with a rather 
sarcastic smile. 

“Of that I know nothing,” replied Mrs. 
Tyler, and the whispered conversation con- 
tinued. 

“ I never tasted better tea,” said Ellen, whose 
cup had now remained empty some minutes. 

Mrs. Carr turned round, and looked at her 
over her spectacles. “ Come,” said she, “ you 
are a smart little thing, and will get on in 
the world. Here’s more tea in plenty for 
yourself and the other, and toast too. What 
is your sister’s name?” 
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" Claudia Nevison,” replied the child ; “ and 
mine is Ellen Anne Bradshaw.” 

"Different surnames,” observed Mrs. Carr; 
“ then you are only half-sisters ?” 

The attention of the worthy housekeeper was 
here diverted from pursuing this topic, by the 
entrance of the gentleman out of livery, to 
whom Ellen had made her low curtsey in the 
haU> and to whom she again ran to pay the 
same compliment, accompanied by thanks to 
him, for inviting her to live with him in his 
“ grand house, where every thing was so cheer- 
ful and comfortable.” 

The good-natured butler, perceiving her mis- 
take, shook hands while he undeceived her, and 
promised, that " although not the master of the 
house, he would do all in his power to make 
her cheerful and comfortable.” 

This over, he sat down to comforts which 
he seemed to understand full as well as did the 
little Ellen, who was now taken by Angelique, 
to be equipped from the contents of her trunk, 
and then conducted with Claudia, who had 
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been also assisted to dress, to the drawing- 
room, where they were to await the entrance 
of Miss Forester. 

"Now then, Mrs. Tyler,” said Mrs. Carr, 
drawing her chair close to the container of 
news; "now you can tell us all about these 
young people, and why on earth they have 
come here. I very much suspect they are for 
the housekeeper’s room, and not for the draw- 
ing-room?” 

" Perhaps they are for both,” said Mrs. 
Tyler. 

" How is that ?” said Carr. 

"I understand,” said Mrs. Tyler, "that it 
was their dying father’s request, that Mr. 
Forester would place these children wherever 
he considered it would be the most advan- 
tageous for their religion; that Miss Matilda 
then offered to instruct them herself; and that 
Mr. Forester wrote to invite them here for a 
year, during which they are to be prepared for 
their first communion ; and he will then make 
up his mind what to do with them.” 
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“ Oh ! one year ! Come, that alters the 
case considerably. And so Miss Forester in- 
tends to teach them herself. Well, much good 
may it do her ! ” 

“ That which you say scoffingly, she really 
proposes for herself ; and you will see that for 
the love of God she will persevere to the end.” 
“ What, to teach poor dummy ? How can 
an idiot be taught religion, or anything else?” 
“ The little girl, Ellen, was the one I had in 
my mind for Miss Matilda’s pupiL I do not 
know what Mr. Forester’s plans are for the 
elder sister ; but I am very much interested for 
her, since I heard her little history. I under- 
stand that at five years old, she was so wonder- 
fully clever and pious, that her mother began 
then the twelvemonth’s preparation for her first 
communion; that she fully prepared her; and 
that the child was within a few weeks of re- 
ceiving, when she caught a virulent fever, 
which at length fixed on the brain, and her 
life was despaired of. The poor mother fell a 
victim to her anxiety; and, during the un- 
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conscious state of the child, and a few hours 
after giving birth to this little Ellen, she ex- 
pired. Claudia recovered ; was put into the 
hands of strangers ; and, whether from in- 
capacity, or their neglect, has never advanced 
in anything but needle-work, in which she is a 
great proficient. I cannot help thinking that 
there has been some mismanagement; indeed, 
the person who told me all this, complained 
that the money given for her education was 
never employed for that purpose. However, 
all this may have been permitted by God, to 
keep her in the innocence of childhood through- 
out her life ; for she was so well taught by her 
poor mother, that she has a store of holy 
thoughts, knows all the festivals and fasts of 
the Church as they come round, and, above all 
is constantly looking forward to her first com- 
munion; for that having been the one great 
affair of her life when she caught her illness, 
her mind continues occupied exclusively by 
that subject.'” 

“How old is she?” inquired Mrs. Carr. 
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“ About fifteen, I think,” replied Mrs. Tyler, 
“ and the little one is nine. But you make me 
a great talker, Mrs. Carr. Can’t you tell me 
now a little of what you have been doing in 
these quiet country parts, instead of going to 
the watering-places, or to see your friends, as 
you used to do, when we left town after the 
season ?” 

“ Why, it would indeed have been quiet, and 
dull enough,” said Mrs. Carr, “but for the 
changes of all kinds that have taken place. In 
the first place, there was Mr. Forester, our 
good master — and a good master he is, that I 
must say — he turned to what he and you call 
the old religion, and, of course, it has made a 
sort of a whirly-go-round throughout the house, 
most of the household being under instructions 
to rev. Mr. Selby, the priest from Blackminster, 
close here. There is something very conve- 
nient, certainly, in having the chapel under the 
same roof, particularly in cold and wet weather. 
One can slip in and out in no time, so I have 
been but little to church lately. We are going 
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to have a chaplain all to ourselves too, and I 
have just been ordering his room to be got 
ready, for he is expected to-morrow.” 

"You don’t give yourself credit for much 
purity of motive in attending the home chapel,” 
said Mrs. Tyler, smiling. 

“ Why, no,” said Mr. Thompson, " It seems 
to be at present more of a doctrine of anti- 
umbrella and pattens, than a real preference.” 

“ I wonder how the children are getting on 
in the drawing-room,” said Mrs. Carr, warding 
off the attack, and also reminding us to inquire 
after our little friends, who have by this time 
given and received their first impression. 
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CHAPTER II. 



The joyous lark is springing high, 
Bearing its carol to the sky, 

In the rays of the early mom : 

While plaintively the hidden dove 
Laments in sighs her absent love, 

In the shade of the flow’ry thorn. 

Flutter on, gay lark ! thou emblem rare 
Of childhood’s heart, without a care, 
And grateful to its God. 

And still coo on, thou loving bird ! 
Constant in faith, and hope deferred, 
Beneath His chast’ning rod. 



When Mr. Forester entered the drawing-room, 
which was about half an hour after Matilda 
had left him, he found her, as he had concluded 
from the sounds which had reached him, play- 
ing a lively air on the harp ; but was little pre- 
pared for seeing his new inmate Ellen, dancing, 
with her frock spread to its utmost width, and 
her countenance glowing with exercise and 
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mirth. Much amused and pleased* he stood 
watching her for a few instants ; but, as soon 
as Ellen perceived him, she ran towards him, 
and, after her rehearsal to the butler, being 
perfect in her little speech of thanks, she de- 
livered it with great propriety : concluding it, 
however, by saying, “ I have repeated this be- 
fore, sir, and curtesied twice since I came into 
the house ; but it was all to the wrong man !” 

“ I am extremely pleased to find you already 
so happy in your new home,” said Mr. Forester, 
his smiles becoming more confirmed, “ and 
hope you will continue your dancing.” 

“ I should be ashamed to dance before you, 
sir, because I have never been taught.” 

“ But you must have had the advantage of 
seeing others dance,” said he, politely. 

“ Dancing dogs were the last I saw,” said 
she. 

"Oh, Maude!” cried he, now laughing de- 
cidedly, but speaking in French, “ you have a 
pupil here who will give you plenty of mental 

VOL. I. N 
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occupation, if I mistake not. But where, my 
little friend, is your sister?” 

Claudia was found kneeling behind Matilda, 
and counting the brass heads of the nails in the 
music-stool, and so intent that neither the ces- 
sation of the music, nor the voice of Mr. Fo- 
rester, could disturb her. 

“ My sister is rather shy, sir,” said Ellen, 
who could not bear to have her deficiencies 
exposed. Then whispering something in her 
ear, Claudia immediately arose, and, advancing 
to Mr. Forester, stood before him and smiled. 

“ I trust,” said he, with the greatest kindness 
of tone and manner, “that you will feel at 
home here, and in time be as joyful as your 
sister.” 

“ These are fine joyful — fine sorrowful — and 
fine glorious,” said Claudia. 

Mr. Forester cast a rapid, but keen glance, 
at Ellen, and immediately perceived — so it 
seemed — the truth ; while the shock, which he 
could not entirely conceal, was as immediately 
perceived by her. 
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“ Oh, sir!” said she, clasping her hands, 
“ do not send her away ! She will never be 
troublesome. And she sings, Mr. Forester; 
she will sing in your chapel, — and she works 
beautifully, sir — and she has never made her 
first communion !” 

“ My dear little girl,” said Mr. Forester, " do 
not agitate yourself; I hope to contribute to 
the happiness of you both.” 

“ But will you let her stay here ? Oh, sir, do 
say c yes F ” 

“ If staying here will ensure her real happi- 
ness, I hope she may; so do not have an anxious 
care on the subject.” 

“ Yes, sir, it will, it will. Then you will 
not send her away ?” 

Mr. Forester was silent, and looked again at 
Claudia, who since she had heard the words 
“ first communion,” had knelt down on the spot 
where she had stood, ag Mr. Forester supposed 
in supplication to himself, and little could he or 
any one have long withstood the look of that 
kneeling girl. Claudia's thoughts, however, 
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were concentrated on the subject which those 
words never failed to revive in her mind ; and 
she continued to kneel, and smile, with all the 
exquisite expression which such thoughts would 
impart, till Matilda, who became painfully 
anxious to be alone with her father, rang for 
Angdlique, and consigned the two young stran- 
gers to her care for the night. 

“ Oh ! my dear papa,” said she, “ how little 
can one calculate on the way in which one is to 
serve God in his creatures. Here have I been 
preparing to receive, and soothe, two afflicted 
orphans ; and when they arrive, I find one a 
merry boisterous creature, remembering nothing 
of what she has lost — thinking only of what she 
can gain : and the other — what is she? Is she a 
maniac ?” 

“ I fear so, Maude,” said he : “ but all this 
should have been fully ascertained before they 
came. Perhaps Mr. IJescott was kept in as 
much ignorance as ourselves. I will send for 
Tyler.” He rang, and a servant appeared. 
“ It is Thompson I want,” said his master, and 
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Thompson accordingly soon made his ap- 
pearance. “ Ascertain,” said Mr. Forester, 
“ whether Mrs. Tyler would like to be sent for 
this evening ; and if you find that she would, 
then tell her that I hope for the pleasure of 
welcoming her to Woodbank.” 

After an interval more than sufficient for the 
above negociation, a tap was given at the door ; 
Matilda flew to open it, and the venerable Mrs. 
Tyler, dressed in her best, and smiling her best, 
advanced to the extended hand of Mr. Forester. 

“ Welcome, my old friend,” said he. But no 
uttered response could Mrs. Tyler give. To 
be once more beneath his roof — a roof so long 
her home, and now the shelter of those Catholic 
privileges so earnestly desired — all this was too 
much for her warm heart to contain without 
inexpressible emotion, so that she could only 
give him to understand by pantomime what was 
passing within. Nor ^as this meeting without 
emotion on the part of Mr. Forester. “Yes, 
Tyler,” said he, “I understand it alL Give 
yourself time to recover before we begin to talk. 
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Maude, take your harp again for a little 
while.” Matilda did so, and Mr. Forester 
walked up and down the room, during various 
airs, which at first increased, but in the end 
soothed, and diverted the emotion of the faith- 
ful old servant, who was thankful in the present 
state of her feelings, that when Mr. Forester 
again addressed her, it was on a subject of 
comparative indifference, namely, that of the 
two young persons she had, by his orders, 
conducted to Woodbank. 

"Were you aware,” said he, "of the pe- 
culiarity of the eldest sister ?” 

" Not till I received your letter, sir,” replied 
she. 

" My letter !” repeated he, much surprised, 
The letter was then produced from the ample 
and well-stored pocket of nurse Tyler, and Mr, 
Forester discovered the passage which had led 
her to suppose him acquainted with the im- 
becile state of Claudia Nevison — it was as 
follows: — "I understand from Mr. Nescott, 
that the situation of the eldest sister, who was 
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not Mr. Bradshaw’s daughter, but his wife’s by 
a former marriage, is peculiarly embarrassing.’" 
" Well, well, Tyler, but listen to what follows 
— c If the check I have sent be not sufficient, 
write to me instantly, and do not advance any 
thing of your own’— I never supposed any but 
pecuniary embarrassments, which were very 
likely to attend a girl thus situated.” 

"Mr. Nescott spoke to me about Miss 
Nevison, when I called on him,” said Mrs. 
Tyler, " and said that he had hinted at her state 
in his first letter to you. I had then received 
yours ; which I showed him, and we made sure 
you had your plans for her, and that I was to 
bring her along with her sister.” 

"Hints are foolish things I” observed Mr. 
Forester with some warmth, for he was em- 
barrassed and pained for Matilda, whose 
generous offer to educate these children, had 
not comprised the care of a person under mental 
wandering, or deficiency. 

" Then you thought, nurse Tyler,” said she, 
"that I also was aware of Claudia’s mis- 
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fortune, when she apparently wished me joy on 
my approaching birthday, and mentioned the 
festival of to-morrow in what I then considered 
the most happy manner, for so young a person ?” 
“ Yes,” said Mrs. Tyler, “ I thought that all 
was known about her.” Matilda then told her 
father what the poor girl had said, which aided 
by her little sister’s comments had succeeded so 
well. And Mrs. Tyler then proceeded, without 
directly pleading for Claudia., to relate, as she 
had already to Mrs. Carr, the history of her 
early intelligence and piety — the admirable 
religious instruction she had received — her 
illness and deserted orphan state, and the 
tenacity of her memory, respecting all that had 
been taught her previous to that epoch.” 

“ Still,” said Mr. Forester, cc this is a case for 
some asylum, rather than a private family.” 

“ When she has made her first communion, 
sir,” said Mrs. Tyler, ** for she could not do 
that in an asylum.” 

“ Her first communion F exclaimed Mr. 
Forester, “ Tyler you are doating ! You have 
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just told me that since she lost her mother she 
has been taught nothing, from a conviction of 
her imbecility.” 

“ I think, sir,” said Mrs. Tyler, “ that when 
the good priest here examines her fitness to 
approach the altar, he will find that she need be 
taught nothing.” 

“ Then,” said Mr. Forester, “ we have been 
all in an error again about this young person : 
for she can scarcely be deemed mentally de- 
ficient who can comprehend and embrace all 
that is necessary to approach those tremendous 
mysteries. So that you may receive my as- 
surance that if our new chaplain considers her 
qualified to receive her God in communion, I 
shall consider her perfectly qualified to remain 
my inmate at Woodbank. What God accepts 
let no one presume to reject.” 

The conversation then turned on family sub- 
jects — on nurse Tyler’s recent visit to Norham 
Court, and her tears again flowed, as she gave 
testimony to the piety of lady Norham, and 
the kindness of her lord. 

n 3 
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" Has Julia a private chapel ?” enquired Mr. 
Forester. 

“ If you remember, sir, there was already a 
chapel.” 

" Ah true, true. It was, however, made a 
mere picture gallery, and show room.” 

"But now,” continued Mrs. Tyler, "it is 
put to its proper use, and is I believe to be 
perfectly finished for the Christmas midnight 
mass.” 

" Ah, nurse,” said Matilda, approaching and 
taking her hand. " May I tell her, papa ? It is 
at the Christmas mass I am to make my first 
communion !” 

" Well indeed are you, my dear Miss Ma- 
tilda 1 Then I shall join with greater joy than 
ever in the ‘ Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, to men of good will.’ ” 

“ And how is lord Norham himself inclined ?” 
said Mr. Forester, "You remember, nurse, he 
is an old pupil of yours. It was you that 
made that match !” 

" Ah, no !” said the old woman laughing 
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with great complacency, but you know, sir, one 
cannot help talking of those one loves. I 
think my lord will come right at last, and 
he seems determined that no one shall hinder 
my lady in her duty; and what is more, I think 
she will get the baby — the little heir — on the 
true side.” More conversation followed at 
length. 

“ All this is very good,” said Mr. Forester, 
“but we must not forget with this pleasant 
little family talk that you must be greatly 
fatigued, and requiring both rest and sleep; 
therefore we will now say ‘ good night !’ ” 
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CHAPTER HI 

Bless, oh Lord, this house and altar ! 
May our devotion never falter, 

But ever yield increase. 

May the atoning sacrifice 
Daily in flames of love arise. 
Obtaining strength and peace. 

While constantly a kneeling band. 
Humbly and earnestly demand 
Food from thy feast of love. 

And voices join in hallowed song. 
Echoing the vaulted roof along. 
With the blest choirs above ! 



The chapel at Woodbank, which was opened 
for the first time on the Feast of the Presenta- 
tion, and Matilda’s birthday, had been the 
great object of Mr. Forester’s architectural 
skill during the past three months, and on its 
completion, had but one fault in the eyes of the 
subordinate architect, and builders — and that 
was a “ felix culpa” — the sanctuary was too 
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large for the chapel. It was formed from the 
whole of the former conservatory, which had 
been built to imitate the sacred edifice to which 
it now formed the holiest part ; and the body 
of the chapel was arranged from the former 
billiard-room, which had been built on a scale 
far exceeding the merits of its then destination. 
The music choir was approached, and partly 
taken from the first landing-place of the stairs ; 
the wall of division having been broken through 
at the appropriate height for a small gallery. 
Matilda had been employed, and even consulted 
by her father, and nothing could exceed the 
interest she took in the realization of the plans 
which she had watched him design, and then 
copied for him. 

“ I never,” said she, “ could love any place 
as I do this dear Woodbank. Oh ! how 
different are my ideas of happiness to what 
they were, papa, when I made you so many 
frivolous requests in London, and you proposed 
to cure, instead of to grant them all, by bringing 
me here.” 
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Mr. Forester had also hoped that on this day 
Matilda would have been permitted to kneel 
with him as a communicant at the altar he had 
thus been privileged to erect to his God; 
especially as he had found Mr. Selby most 
urgent with himself that no great delay should 
intervene between the general confession he 
had made, and his participation of the sacred 
mysteries. Accordingly on his return to 
Woodbank, from the funeral of his daughter 
Georgians he had commenced his preparation 
for that feast of love, and had conversed but 
once or twice on the awful subject with Mr. 
Selby ; when the latter named an early day^- 
was resolute that it should not be deferred, 
and almost compelled his penitent, after a 
last confession which he called the “ manda- 
tum,” to become a guest at the sacred table. 
Mr. Forester again approached on this de- 
dication of himself and household, on the feast, 
and under the protection of the Virgin Mother 
nor was he alone — for his faithful friend and 
servant, who during many years had fanned the 
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dying embers of Catholicity in his family — 
nurse Tyler — knelt beside him, and Matilda 
as she watched them felt assured that fervent 
supplications were being offered, from those 
two communicants, for her advancement to 
that happiness which yet she dared not share. 

In the course of that day Mr. Forester found 
an opportunity to ask Mr. Selby why he 
had so immediately invited, nay even com- 
pelled, him to the u wedding feast,” when his 
“ little Maude” was still but an aspirant to 
that high privilege? “Not,” continued Mr. 
Forester, “ that I doubt your wisdom on this* 
as on every other point; and if I am asking an 
indiscreet question, I deserve to be punished 
by receiving no answer.” 

Mr. Selby replied by quoting our Lord’s 
parable of the two debtors, concluding thus, — 
“ Which therefore of the two loveth him 
most ?” Simon answering, said, “ I suppose he 
to whom he forgave most And he said to him 
thou hast judged rightly P “ This, sir,” con- 
tinued Mr. Selby, “ has been your case. The 
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blessed Eucharist is a feast of love ; and a 
loving and contrite heart can alone appreciate 
it You had also read deeply on the subject 
and had pondered over every work, till the 
contents were your own, and you were in no 
danger of not discerning the body of the Lord. 
The head and the heart brought each their 
tribute of pious thoughts, and desires, and 
affections, to this miracle of love. And some- 
thing more of this I must have from the heart 
of your daughter, before I can pronounce — 
for it is an awful responsibility — that she 
will duly value the mysterious and hidden 
visit of her God.” 

“ I am aware,” said Mr. Forester, “ that my 
child’s feelings are more deep and constant, 
than tender and acute. Still we must suppose 
that God would accept the degree of devotion 
that was in accordance with the character He 
has Himself given.” 

" Yes,” replied Mr. Selby, “and I do not 
desire to see in Miss Forester any sudden 
change of character — any vehement manifesto 
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tion of feeling and emotion ; for it would alarm, 
instead of satisfying me. But I wait the time — 
and I believe it not far distant — when, like her 
father, she will perceive that the holy Eucharist 
is the abridgment of all the miracles of God.” 
Mr. Forester’s birth-day present to Matilda 
was a beautifully illuminated missal, in the 
antique binding, and a set of music-books for 
the chapel choir, containing pieces suited to the 
limited number of performers in the household 
of Woodbank. On the evening of this day, 
however, he had engaged an organist and 
singers from the chapel at Blankminster, to 
offer all honour due to the Benediction service, 
given for the first time in his home-chapel. 
And all that piety and skill could effect, had 
been wrought in the sanctuary. The rich 
white cope, laden with gold, from the looms of 
Lyons, — the monstrance, starred with the 
jewels offered by Matilda, — the blaze of light 
and clouds of incense, — all were in homage to 
the God “whose delight is to be with the 
children of men.” 
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In the choir, both organ and voices were in 
good taste and feeling, although the selection 
was new to the greater part of the congrega- 
tion, and therefore less interesting to them. 
Towards the end, however, one of the well 
known “ Tantum ergo,” which immediately 
precedes the benediction, in its majestic, yet 
homely, strain, touched the sympathies of all 
the congregation; many wept, and Matilda 
found it most difficult not to sing, yet the 
novelty of her position made her fear to at- 
tempt it. But what Matilda found difficult, 
poor Claudia found impossible ; and, regardless 

of all looks and signs around her, she gave 

\ 

forth the long suppressed emotion of her heart, 
in tones so rich, and so commanding, that those 
who would have stopped, now joined with her, 
Matilda followed, and then every one who had 
a voice, even to the acolytes at the altar. And 
then, — the prayers and versicles being said, — 
there was silence! — save the little tinkle of 
the herald bell — and, oh, how impressive is 
even that silence in the service of the bene- 
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diction ! The adoration is from all, but, in the 
silent breathing of each suppliant heart, arise 
the varied modes, distinct and individual, of 
each adorer's world of thoughts, and hopes, 
and affections, while the centre, the object, 
the ultimate end and desire, the sun of each 
world is raised to shed its rays of benediction 
on them all ! 

When the service was over, the musical 
performers were conducted from the choir to 
partake of the refreshments prepared for them ; 
while Mr. Forester and his daughter enjoyed 
the remainder of the evening in the society of 
Mr. Selby and their newly-arrived chaplain, 
Mr. Harcourt As our friend, Matilda, not- 
withstanding all her heroical resolutions, was 
but a beginner in the rugged path of self- 
denial and sacrifice, it would have been difficult 
for her to have given a cordial welcome to Mr. 
Harcourt, had she been required, in conse- 
quence of his arrival, to resign the spiritual 
advantages she had derived from her first and 
justly valued director; but she had received 
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promises, both from Mr. Selby and her father, 
that the former would still hear her confessions 
and continue his instructions, both before and 
after the happy event of her first communion. 
This assurance enabled Matilda to greet with 
real joy the chaplain, who would ensure to 
herself and family the daily mass, and all other 
privileges of a Catholic home. 



L 
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CHAPTER IV. 

He comes not . . . yet He sends me gifts of love 
To fit me for his coming. These are not visible, 

But furnish well the chamber of my soul — 

Making it love’s sanctuary, where all is His ! 

The reverend Mr. Harcourt had been for a 
fortnight established as private chaplain at 
Woodbank,— had said the daily mass, heard 
confessions, given religious instructions to 
several of the domestics, dined each day, and 
conversed long with Mr. and Miss Forester, 
had also formed an intimate acquaintance with 
little Ellen, and felt a painful interest in her 
sister, when he accidentally met the latter one 
morning alone, in passing from the sacristy to 
his private rooms. He had on his cassock and 
cap, which seemed to inspire her with more 
confidence than usual, for, instead of turning 
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to avoid him, she knelt down to receive his 
blessing; and then, in a perfectly collected 
manner, begged to speak to him in private. 
He instantly granted her request, and opening 
the door of his sitting-room, invited her to 
enter, which she did, smiling, and saying, "this 
is a holy room P Then, as the door was closed, 
she added, in a lower tone, " Do you too think 
I am mad ?” 

To this most embarrassing question Mr. 
Harcourt replied, "How can I tell what to 
think when I do not know you ?” 

" But will you believe what I shall tell 
you ?” said she. 

" I shall believe,” replied he, “ that whatever 
you say is sincere — is from your heart.” 

" You are right,” said she, " I do not speak 
untruths, though every one deceives me, and 
I no longer believe any one. I am therefore 
silent, but my heart speaks. I am not mad, 
sir, but I am very ignorant of books and 
learning. I cannot make out new words; I 
do not know what people mean by the new 
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things they say, and they are always deceiving 
me.” 

“ In what manner do they deceive you ?” 
said Mr. Harcourt. 

" They take me from place to place to put 
off the time of my happiness ; and there have 
been nine Christmases and nine Easters since 
I was ready for Him to come to me.” Here 
Claudia sank on her knees and began to weep. 

“ My dear child,” said Mr. Harcourt, “ I will 
never deceive you. I will faithfully keep this 
promise, that by next Easter, at farthest, you 
shall make your first communion.” 

“ Say that again 1” cried she. He repeated 
his promise. 

" Again !” said she ; and again he repeated it. 
She then uttered a laughing cry of joy, and 
said, “ Now I have found a real priest ! For if 
He chose, He could come to me of Himself; 
but He does not come except by the priest, 
and in disguise, but I shall know him ! That 
little white circle will be His body and blood — 
His soul and divinity. I shall be changed into 
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Him. The angels and saints know how long I 
have waited, and they will rejoice. They would 
never have deceived me, because they can sin 
no more.” 

“ Claudia,” said Mr. Harcourt, “ I am going 
to give daily instructions to your little sister, 
shall you not be pleased that she partakes your 
happiness 

" Yes, for she cannot take Him away from 
me,” replied Claudia. “ If that sacramental 
bread were broken into a thousand pieces, each 
would contain the whole Christ.” 

“Most true,” said Mr. Harcourt. “And 
besides, this sacrament is, above all others, that 
of fraternal love. The matter of this sacra- 
ment is bread made up of several grains of 
corn united together, shewing us, as the 
apostle says, that ‘ Because the bread is one, 
all we, being many, are one bread, one body — 
all that partake of one bread so that if you did 
not forgive those who may have deceived you, 
and love them, especially your sister, the 
Divine Spouse of your soul would not come 

\ 
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to you in love, but in anger, as a consuming 
fire.” 

Claudia put her hand on her heart, and said, 
" It was made ready for Him nine years ago, 
and no evil things have stayed there since.” 

“But do you never feel anger?” said he. 

“ Not in my heart,” replied Claudia. 

“ Where then ?” 

“ When people deceive me, my head aches.” 

“ But would you do them good if you were 
able?” 

“ The kiss of peace, the kiss of peace,” said 
she, and then apparently wandering, began to 
count the buttons on his cassock. 

“ And so for nine years,” said Mr. Harcourt, 
“your heart has been ready to receive your 
God?” 

Claudia left off counting, and said, “My 
heart is to become the temple of my God — His 
sanctuary and His tabernacle, therefore it must 
be kept clear from all sin.” But she began 
again to count the buttons of the cassock. 

“ How many are there ?” said he. 
vol. i. o 
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“ I cannot tell yet,” replied Claudia ; “ but 
there ought to be fifty-three small ones, and 
six large ones.” 

“ Are there enough here ?” said he, taking 
from his chimney-piece a small rosary. 

Claudia’s countenance was suffused with joy. 
" Where did you find this ?” said she ; “ I 
have lost it these many years, and always try 
to find things that will do instead. There are 
a great many on the harp stool, but they are 
half sunk in the wood. May I count these.” 

“ You may not only count them,” said Mr. 
Harcourt, “ but if you find them right, you 
may keep them for your own, and pray for 
me. 

Claudia counted and found them quite satis- 
factory ; so in great happiness she enquired, “ Is 
to-day a joyful, a sorrowful, or a glorious, 
day?” 

“It is,” said Mr. Harcourt, recalling the 
day of the week, which was Thursday, “a 
joyful day.” 

“ Then,” said Claudia, “ I will be with Mary, 
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when the angel brings her the message from 
God — then I will go with her across the moun- 
tains to see Elizabeth — then I will stay with 
her till my God is bom, in the disguise of 
a little baby — then I will go with her to present 
Him to God the Father in the Temple — and 
then I will — ” but here she began to weep. 

" Ah ! do not be distressed,” said Mr. Har- 
court; " you will seek Him diligently, and 
with humble patience, during three days, till at 
length, with the blessed Mother, you find Him 
in the Temple.” 

" But then, after those three days search 
with Mary, I had to wait nine years — and was 
always deceived — and am still waiting.” 

"But you shall not wait long,” said he; 
" remember what I have promised you ; Easter 
will soon be here.” 

" I will go then,” said Claudia, " and say my 
rosary properly, and pray for you.” 

"Do so,” replied Mr. Harcourt, "and when 
your sister comes for instruction, come with 
her — God bless you, my dear child P 1 
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“Ah! Mr. Selby,” said Matilda, after she 
had been present two or three times at the 
instructions given by Mr. Harcourt to her 
young guests, “ I am terrified at the thoughts 
of receiving at Christmas ! I never can feel 
what that poor girl feels, and yet I know that 
one cannot feel too strongly on that sacred 
subject. I shall soon begin to think that 
Claudia is the most favoured amongst us ; for 
what is all other knowledge, and all other 
affection, compared with the union between 
God and the soul which takes place in a worthy 
communion ?” 

“ These are not very cold sentiments,” said 
Mr. Selby, smiling, and secretly pleased. 

“ But,” continued Matilda, “ they are only 
the reflection from Claudia’s furnace of love, 
and my heart will soon return to its usual state, 
which is, I hope I may say, a decided pre- 
ference for God, in Himself, apart from reward 
or punishment, and a constant, and calm happi- 
ness in being always in His presence ; but this 
very sense of God’s constant presence, seems to 
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militate against my proper value for the 
blessed Sacrament. I have confessed to my- 
self, and will therefore to you, that I am fully 
as happy — perhaps more so — in the retreat 
of my own room, with my oratory, and its 
devout ornaments, my books, and other quiet 
occupations, than I am in the chapel, and feel 
quite as strongly the presence of God. But 
this is not Claudia’s feeling. The blessed Sa- 
crament seems to form her only real happiness, 
and the chapel even seems to possess but little 
charms without that sacramental presence. 
Just now I was struck by this — we went as 
usual into the chapel, where Mr. Harcourt 
read the prayer before giving the instructions, 
and where, on account of the workpeople being 
again on the roof, the tabernacle was empty. 
The open door, and extinguished lamp, shewed 
this to be the case ; and Claudia began to weep, 
saying, ‘ He is not here P and was leaving the 
chapel, when Mr. Harcourt, who appears to 
understand perfectly how to manage her, 
replied, ‘ But He was here this morning, and 

o 2 
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will be here again to-morrow, and will you not 
stay and honour the place where He has been? 
She therefore remained, and when Ellen’s 
instructions were over, he indulged Claudia by 
taking her to the sacristy, where in the gilt 
cabinet the blessed Sacrament is now kept, the 
lamp burning before it; and there she most 
probably still remains, for there she seemed 
to have found her only treasure, and to be dead 
to all things beside. Now, Mr. Selby, tell me 
whether this devotion to the sacred humanity 
in our tabernacles, is compatible with the 
constant sense of the omnipresence of the 
Divinity — for Claudia seems to have exclusively 
the one, and I the other ?’ 

“When, with the eye of faith,” said Mr. 
Selby, “ you behold, under the humble species 
of bread, Jesus Christ, who was in that flesh 
crucified, and now, in that flesh glorified, resides 
miraculously with us, you must, with the 
Humanity, acknowledge also the Divinity. He 
is with us, in our tabernacles, God and Man 
inseparably united, as were the two natures in 
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Hid sacred Person, during His life on earth. 
The universal presence of the Divinity was ever 
most truly acknowledged, and felt, by those of 
the patriarchs and prophets, who yet rejoiced, 
and exulted to see the day of the Messiah. 
Simeon and Anna — Zachary and Elizabeth — 
Joseph and the Virgin — lived in the constant 
sense of the omnipresence of Jehovah — but 
what were not their transports of holy joy, at 
the sight of ‘ God made manifest in the flesh P 
Although a feeble infant, bom in cold and 
want— no visible halo of glory surrounding 
Him — faith was triumphant, and welcomed the 
world’s Redeemer ! It is the same faith which, 
from what I understand from Mr. Harcourt, 
enables this young person to acknowledge and 
adore Him, as if, which is the case, He had 
merely changed the outward form of man, for 
the humble limits of a circle of bread ; that 
she terms ‘ His disguise,’ and feels the influence 
of His presence as truly as if, with Magdalen, 
she embraced His sacred feet, or with Thomas, 
touched his wounds : and she is no more to be 
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charged with disregarding the omnipresence of 
the Divinity, when she mourns the absence of 
His sacramental presence, than was that same 
Magdalen when she exclaimed, weeping, ‘ They 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid Him H Nor is it sufficient 
to believe,” continued Mr. Selby, "that the 
sacred Humanity inseparably united with the 
Divinity, resides in our tabernacle, as when laid 
in the tomb. Many pious persons, who have a 
loving attraction to the mystery of the holy 
sepulchre, visit our altars with this remem- 
brance, and justly find a striking similarity in 
the silence, the calm, the repose of Jesus in 
each state. But we have more than the dead, 
we have the living Christ ! In the death of the 
cross the soul of Christ was separated from His 
body — for which reason the Church makes no 
new consecration, and gives no communion on 
the day called ‘ Good Friday/ But in the holy 
Eucharist we have His soul ! Oh ! wonderful 
and glorious thought, we have the soul of 
Jesus ! And a body no longer suffering but 
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glorious. Miraculous in its resurrection, its 
ascension, and its present abode on our altars. 
Yes ! when I raise that Host to the adoration 
of the congregation, it is the concentration of 
all wonders — the miracle of miracles I expose 
to them : for His love is not content to abide 
only on our altars — He seeks the breasts of 
His creatures ! 6 Come unto me,’ says He, * all 
ye who labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will refresh you P Oh ! supernatural food, 
which illuminates the mind, and cheers the 
heart! Blessed are they who thus rightly 
discern the body of the Lord P 
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documents more faithfully edited, lucidly arranged, and impartially illus- 
trated than the collection before us. Prince Labanoff ’s integrity is equal 
to his zeal ; he has ever kept in view the principal of giving the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth ; he has reserved for a separate 
publication his own views of the evidence he has collected, and he nowhere 
allows the conclusions which he has formed to influence either his state- 
ments or his comments." — Athenaeum, April and Map, 1845. 

c< Seven hundred and thirty letters are now collected and printed in 
regular series, forming the most valuable contribution which perhaps the 
history of any country ever received. It is a work of rare information and 
of national interest."— Edinburgh Advertiser , June 10, 1845. 

" We heartily recommend these volumes to general attention, as one of 
the most valuable contributions ever offered to British literature by a 
foreign hand." — Quarterly Review , December , 1845. 



Digitized by Google 



s 



CATALOGUE OF BOOKS. 



Recently published, price 14s., in one vol., 8vo., with a Frontispiece. 

By Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, Esq., 

Exhibiting Queen Elizabeth dancing before Sir Roger Aston, Ambas- 
sador from James the First, and an unique Coin of Queen Mary upon the 
Title. 

LETTERS OF MARY STUART, QtJEEN OF SCOTLAND, selected 
from the “ Recueil des Lettres de Marie Stuart ,” and preceded by the 
Chronological Summary of Events during the Reign of the Queen of 
Scotland, by Prince A. Labanopf. Translated with Notes and an Intro- 
duction, by William Turnbull, Esq., F.S.A., Scot. 

*** It may, perhaps, be necessary to state, that the whole of the 
Letters in this volume are now, for the first time, presented to the public 
in English, and that none of them are to be found in the Collection of 
Letters edited by Miss Strickland. 

“ We appi ove heartily of this design, to give the cream of this important 
work to the general reader in a form intelligible to all ; for though the 
learned must be delighted with it in its original language, yet the antique 
and foreign obscurity of the greater portion of it necessarily excluded very 
many from its satisfactory perusal. 1 * — Literary Gazette , May, 1845, p. 327. 

Of the admirable abstract which Mr. Turnbull has here made of the 
Prince’s voluminous “ Collections,” we cannot speak in terms of too 
earnest praise. 

“ It is difficult to say whether the narrative or autobiographical interest, 
or historical importance, of this work be the more difficult sufficiently to 
appreciate.”— Sun, August 3Q, 1845. 



Recently published, the Fourth Edition of 
A HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM THE FIRST INVASION OF 
THE ROMANS. By John Lingard, D.D. 

In Thirteen Volumes, Small Qctavo, price 5s. each, cloth lettered. 

*** This edition of this valuable and important work is printed uni- 
form in size with the works of Scott, Byron, Moore, Edgeworth, 
Southey, and others; and is enriched with a Portrait of the Author, 
from a painting by Lover, and by thirteen Plates engraved on steel, by 
Goodall, from the designs made expressly for this edition, by Harvey, 
into all of which actual scenery has been introduced. 

The Public are respectfully informed, that this edition has received the 
roost searching and extensive revision by the learned author, who lup in- 
serted additional matter in the text, as well as the notes, fully equal to 
the extent of another volume. 

“ Dr. Lingard never evinces partiality ; he may be accused of it by those 
whose eyes are distorted hy the blemish they deprecate, hut by none others. 
He never perverts facts, and the arguments with which' he supports the 
opinions which he draws from the narration of events are ever cogent and 
perspicuous. With a keen, searching, undeviating truthfulness, he has 
rescued our annals from much of the misrepresentation which the exaggera- 
tions of partisanship have created, from much of the obscurity which the 
fantastic, ingenuity of antiquaries has caused, and from many of the sophis- 
tical conclusions of speculative theorists. This is no slight boon to nave 
conferred both on the present and the future, but the task has been well 
and ably performed,”— Oxford abd Cambridge Review, January, 1846* 



r 




CHARLES DOLMAN, Cl, NEW BOND STREET. 



8 



THU HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE ANGLO-SAXON 
CHURCH, containing an Account of its Origin, Government, Doctrines, 
Worship, Revenues, and Clerical and Monastic Institutions. By John 
Lingard, D.D. In 2 vols. 8vo. price 461. 4s. cloth lettered. 

44 This is an augmented edition of a work long since published by Dr. 
Lingard, and scarcely so well known as it deserves to be ; but it is so com- 
pletely recast, and contains so large a proportion of fresh matter, that it 
may be considered as virtually a new book. If we were asked from what 
source one could obtain the greatest insight into the national mind and 
ways of thought of the Christian Anglo-Saxons, we should have no hesita- 
tion in referring the inquirer to these pages. As a narration of facts, and 
expounder of the inferences more immediately to be drawn from them, 
there is no writer of the present day who excels the diligent, accurate, and 
eloquent historian of England .” — Morning Chronicle , January 30. 

41 Of the Monastic Institutions among the Anglo-Saxons, Dr. Lingard 
has written in a spirit of candour and fairness ; he points out the abuses to 
which such communities are liable, and does not conceal the fact that such 
abuses frequently prevailed. On the other hand, he contends that the 
monks were foremost in communicating the knowledge of the industrial 
arts, and the taste for the fine arts, which are the most efficient agents of 
civilization. In particular, he shows how much was accomplished, by 
their exertions in improving the cultivation of the soil. Dr. Lingard 
minutely describes the rites and ceremonies of the Anglo-Saxons, and 
incidentally throws light on their domestic habits and usages.” — 

Athenaeum, February 8, 1845. 



A NEW VERSION OF THE FOUR GOSPELS; with Notes, 
Critical and Explanatory. By a Catholic. In 1 vcd. 8vo. price 
10s. 6d. in boards. 

Amongst the principal reasons which have led to this New Version, 
are, first, to shew, in opposition to the Protestant principle, that the 
Scriptures are the sole rule of faith , — “ The impracticability of draw- 
ing from the narratives of the Four Evangelists, without the aid 
of oral testimony or tradition , all their knowledge of Christian faith or 
Chritian practice.” — Fide Preface. 

2ndly. To present a new translation from the Original Greek , with 
explanatory and interesting notes; which, in removing the defects 
that exist in the present versions, and offering a more elegant transla- 
tion of these divinely- inspired books, should render them more intel- 
ligible and attractive, and thus create a more general attention to 
their perusal. 

CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTIONS on the Doctrines and 
Worship of the Catholic Church. By John Lingard, DJ). 

A New Edition, revised, in 18mo. price Is. 

This work contains a short exposition of Catholic doctine and 
Catholic practice, with the chief authorities on which that doctrine 
and practice are founded. 

Also, another Edition of the same, in larger type, 12mo. price Is. 6d 

“A beautiful little volume, written with all that sobriety of style, power 
of language, and force of logic for which the venerable author is so remark- 
able.”— Tablet, OcU 31, 184a 



Digitized by 



Google 




CATALOGUE OF BOOKf 



Recently published, price 14s., in one vol. 

By Charles Kirkpatrick £ 
Exhibiting Queen Elizabeth dancing * 
sador from James the First, and an mr ' $ 
Title. I 






LETTERS OF MARY STUAR r 
from the “ Recueil des Lettretjf * J ^ 
Chronological Summary of E rjf $ % % * 
Scotland, by Prince A. Lab 
duction, by William Tur* 

*** It may, perhaps, 1 
Letters in this volume a 






in English, and that P.i ^ 
Letters edited by ? 

“We appiove 
work to the gene 1 , 
learned must bf ► 
and foreign ob 




from the year 1500 to 
}S,by Charles Dodd, 
f the Present Centum 



ch in cloth, 
the assurr 
is of C8*' 
s in ♦* 
sitr 




X ^ 

-n un 
tunes of t 
..story is divideu 
,er which it extends. 

.ce other parts of History, Bio^ 

. larther subdivided into an indefinite nu^ 
f om it' variety of the subjects to be treated, or to the 

many Ir -, 11 s whose lives are to be recorded. It is needless to point 

Of the r lenience of this complex and disjointed arrangement. To 
Prince's .. defect, it is proposed, in the present edition, to place the work 
earnest /A Tyro grand divisions of History and Biography ; to print the History 
“ !♦ oilier, the Biography in the latter volumes ; to subjoin to each an 
or b‘ f containing its own records properly arranged : and to insert a 
a P’ jr in the notes to each article of that appendix, according as its 
arises in the course of the narrative. It is only requisite to add, that 
t l,b} !jyes, in the biographical part, will be methodically disposed ; that tbe 
Shinties, both of Dodd and of the Editor, will be carefully stated in the 
tes; an( l that a General Index to the contents of the whole w ork will be 
p f ve a at the end of the Continuation. 

To be completed in Fourteen Volumes. Fifty Copies printed on large 
paper in royal 8vo. price 21s. each volume, cloth. 

N.B. Subscribers' names may be transmitted to the Publisher through 
any Bookseller in the Country. 



The HISTORY and Antiquities of the Castle and Town of ARUN- 
DEL, including the Biography of its Earls, from the Conquest to the 
present Time. By the Rev. M. A. Tierney, F.R.S., F.S. A., Chap- 
lain to his Grace the Duke of Norfolk. In 2 vols., royal 8vo., illus- 
trated with numerous engravings, Etchings, and Pedigrees, price 
£1. 12s., cloth hoards. 

“ When we say that more than one-half of this work is Biography, and 
that Biography immediately connected with the general history of Eng- 
land, it will be perceived that this is a work of a more attractive charac- 
ter than can generally be assigned to topography.”— Gent leman’s Ma;*- 
tine. 

A LETTER to the Very Rev. G. CHANDLER, D.CX., Bean ol 
Chichester, and Rector of All Souls, Langham Place, &c., fee., con- 
taining some remarks on his Sermon, preached in the Cathedral 
Church of Chichester, on Sunday, October 15, 1843, M on the occasiot 
of publicly receiving into the Church a convert from the Church o 
Rome." By the Rot. M. A. Tierney, F.R.S., F.S. A. 8vo., price Is 64 
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I ALBAN). — The LIVES of the FATHERS, 
I **ncipal Saints. With a Preface by the Right 
! containing all the Chronological Centenary 
< es formerly attached to the twelve volume 
i S Yumes, royal 8vo., price £l. Is., cloth, 

! 2 

I >er, 2 vols., imperial 8 vo., price £ 1 10s., 

■ 1 

I >5 JS 1 ^ v-tiro engravings on India paper, 
£<5^ V^oth lettered, £2. 2s. 

*. \\\ } LBAN BUTLER’S LIVES 

l ? -5 v • : . time, with Biblioffraohical 



LBAN BUTLER’S LIVES 
time, with Bibliographical 
’S VI., Cardinal Ximenes, 
"vribus, and St. Vincent de 
of Jesus. By Charles 



wn to June, 



^fiNCEh j: 5 4 I > of Jesus. By Charles 

vvith a Letter 

f»y °“ ‘ he Mystical -b proved from 

..pondence between Dr. Parr ai. mas Bbtler. D.D. 

viie present proceedings for the reform o* 

2 vols. 8 vo. cloth boards. Price 10s. 6d. 

Volume II. separate , cloth boards. VJ 

VINDICATION of the “ BOOK of the hv. * 

CHURCH,” against the Rev. George Townsend’s « Accu^ 
against the Church of Rome;” with notices of some C W 
against the u Book of the Roman Catholic Church,” in the p u u , 

Dr. Phillpotts, Dr. Todd, Blanco White, and Dr. Southey. * n ni* v 

Butler, Esq.; with copies of Di. Phillpotts’s Fourth DD i? 

Butler, containing a charge against Dr. Lingard ; a Letter of D r g \\, F 
to Mr; Butler in reply to the charge : a further crimination of Dr* 
by Dr. Phillpotts ; and Dr. Lingard’s vindication of himself agai^M 
crimination; and several other documents. 8vo. cloth hoards. p ric ^x 
The LIFE of ERASMUS, with Historical Remarks on the State 
Literature between the Tenth and Sixteenth Centuries. By Cha^* 
Butler, Esq. 8vo. cloth boards. Price 5s. 6d. 

The LIFE of HUGO GROTIUS, with Brief Minutes of the 
Ecclesiastical, and Literary History of the Netherlands. To which U 
added, in two appendixes, some Account of the Formularies, Confessions of , 
Faith, or Symbolic Books of the Roman Catholic, Greek, and principal 
Protestant Churches, with an Account of the Attempts made at different 
times for the reunion of Christians. By Charles Butler, Esq. 8vo. 



48. 6d. cloth boards. . 

LIFE of HENRY FRANCIS D’AGUESSEAU, Chancellor of France ; and 
of his Ordonnances for consolidating and amending pertain portions of the* 
French Law ; and an Historical and Literary Account of the Roman and 
Canon Law. By Charles Butler, Esq. 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloth boards. 

Just published, price 2s. with a Frontispiece, _ 

REFLECTIONS on the PASSION OF OUR DIVINE LORD, in Verse,, 
by the Rev. J. A. Hearn. Dedicated to the Right Rev. Dr. Griffiths, Bishop 
of Olena. The profits of this poem are to be appropriated to the poor 
funds of the Sisters of Mercy, Queen’s-square, and the Brothers of 
Vincent de Paul, London. Fifty copies will be printed on large paper, and. 
illustrated with five plates by Overbeck. 
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CATALOGUE OF BOOKS. 

Mow in course of publication, in Monthly Parts, 2s. each, large 8vo., double 

columns, but with a type similar to that used in the First Edition. 

MORES CATHOLICI ; OR AGES OF FAITH. 

The Mores Catholici , from the prodigious extent of information, se- 
lected out of. the most recondite and time-forgotten sources,' and con- 
densed in its pages by an elegance of diction and purity of style peculiar 
to itself, stands unrivalled in the literature of the age. The principal ob- 
ject of this work being to exhibit the influence of Catholic Christianity 
over the civilized world during the Middle Ages, when, in so far as is 
practicable to humanity, there was but one fold and one Shepherd ’, the 
author has brought to bear upon his subject an intimate and thorough ac- 
quaintance, not merely with classical and modern erudition, but with all 
the literary stores of Europe, accumulated for centuries past. 

It is expected to be completed in about 36 Parts, and will form three 
very large handsome volumes. 

M3. A few copies have been taken off on royal quarto . 

The following new and beautifully printed editions of Office Books from 
the celebrated press of P. J. Hanicq, of Mechlin. 

BREVIARIUM ROMAN UM ex decreto SS. Concilii Tridentini resti- 
tutum S. Pii V. Pont. Max. jussu editum Clemente VJII. et Urbani YIII. 
auctor recog. cum officns sanctorum novissime per summos Pontifices 
usque ad hanc diem concessis. 4 vols. 32mo. beautifully printed in red 
and black types, with the Propria pro Anglia, price £\. Is. 

PONTinCALE ROMANUM CLEMENTIS VIII. AC URBANI VIII. 
jussu editum, inde vero a Bbnbdicto XIV. recognitum et castigatum cum 
additionibus a sacra Rituum Congregatione ad probatis. 3 vols. 8vo. most 
beautifully printed in large clear types, in red and black, and illustrated 
with plates, price £1. 

RITUALE ROMANUM PAULI V PONT. MAX. jussu editum atque a 
felicis recordationis Benedicto XIV auctum et castigatum, in quo, qua 
Parochis ad administrationera sacramentorum, benedictiones, et con- 
jurationes necessaria censenter, accurate sunt posita. I vol. 18mo. clearly 
printed in red and black types, price 3s. 6d. 

F THE OFFICE of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, for the three Lines of 
the year, according to the Roman Breviarv, printed in large clear type, 
red and black, the Rubrics throughout being in English, and the Office in 
Latin, in 18mo. price 3s. 6d. 

HORiE DIURNjE BREVIARII ROMANI. 32mo. red and black type. 

MISSALE ROMANUM. Large Folio. 1 Beautifully printed in 
Idem. Small Folio. r red and black type. 

With constant supplies of all Hanicq’s editions of Church Office Books, 
&c. on sale at the lowest prices. Also, , 

A COMPLETE CATALOGUE of BOOKS m various Languages, atad 
embracing all classes of Literature, now on sale at 61, New Bdnd-street,in 
which will be found many very rare ENGLISH CATHOLIC works, as 
well as early printed Books, Illuminated Manuscripts, and FATHERS of 
the CHURCH, including some recent importations from the Continent,. 

PU Gentonen desirous of receiving this Catalogue are respectfully requested 
to favour C. Dolman with their names and directions in order to insure it 
being forwarded. 
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BUTLER (Rev. ALBAN).— The LIVES of the FATHERS, 
Martyrs, and other Principal Saints. With a Preface by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Doyle, and containing all the Chronological Centenary 
Tables and General Indexes formerly attached to the twelve volume 
Edition, in two large volumes, royal 8vo., price £l. Is., cloth, 
lettered. 

The same on fine and large paper, 2 vole., imperial 8 vo., price £l 10s., 
cloth lettered. ' 

The same, illustrated with forty-two engravings on India paper, 
bound in 4 volumes, imperial 8vo., cloth lettered, £2. 2s. 

CONTINUATION of the Rev. ALBAN BUTLER’S LIVES 
OF THE SAINTS to the Present time, with Bibliographical 
Accounts of the Holy Family, Pope Pius VI., Cardinal Ximenes, 
Cardinal Bellarmine, Bartholomew de Martyribus, and St. Vincent de 
Paul, with Historical Minutes of the Society of Jesus. By Charles 
Butler, Esq., 8vo., cloth boards, 5s. 

The TRUTHS of the CATHOLIC RELIGION, proved from 
Scripture alone, in a Series of Lectures. By Thomas Butler, D.D. 
In 2 vols., 12mo., price 5s. 

The DUBLIN REVIEW, Vols. I to XVL 

This Periodical, from the commencement in 1836 down to June, 
1844, inclusively, published at £9. 12s. in parts, is now offered, in sets 
of Sixteen Volumes, handsomely bound in green cloth and lettered, 
for only Four Guineas, for cash payment. 

N.B. — Persons desirous of availing themselves of this opportunity 
of procuring a copy, are respectfully requested to make early appli- 
cation, as only a limited number of sets can be made up. 

HIERURGIA, or the HOLY SACRIFICE of the MASS, with 
Notes and Dissertations elucidating its Doctrines and its Ceremonies. 
By Daniel Rock, D.D. In 2 vols., 8vo, with above 40 Plates, price 
£1. 8s., cloth lettered. 

In the Second Part are treated at length — Transubstantiation, 
Relics, Invocations of Saints and Angels, Purgatory, the use of Holy 
Water, Lights, and Incense, the Dyptichs, &c., with Appendixes 
containing “ Extracts from Ancient Liturgies,’’ &c. 

N.B. — A few copies taken off with the Plates on India Paper, price 
£l. 14s., cloth lettered. 

The EVIDENCES and DOCTRINES of the CATHOLIC 
CHURCH;, shewing that the former are no less convincing than the' 
latter are propitious to the happiness of society. By the Most Rev. 
John Machale, D. D., Archbishop of Tuam. Second Edition* 
revised, with additional notes. In 1 voL 8vo., cloth lettered, price 12s. 

Recently published, on one large Folio Sheet, price 2s. 6d. 

The ECCLESIASTICAL CHART of the CATHOLIC CHURCH, being 
an Historical View of the Catholic Church in every Age and Country, 
from the Apostles' days to the present time. Compiled by James Austin 
M‘Namara« 
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Just published, price Five Shillings and sixpence, cloth lettered. 

POVERTY AND THE BARONET’S FAMILY; a Catholic Story, by 
the late Henry Dioby Bestb, Esq., M. A., Fellow of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford ; Originator of the Religious Opinions of “ Modern 
Oxford.” 

M Pride, or prudery, or delicacy, or love of ease, keep one half of the 
world out of the way of observing what the other half suffer.” — Palsy. 

In Octavo, price Eightpence. 

MEMORIALS RITUUM, pro aliquibus prestantioribus, sacrisfunc- 
tionibus, persolvendis in minoribus ecclesiis Parochialibus. Benedicti XIII. 
jussu primo editum. Superiorum Permissu. 

WORKS BY THE 

RIGHT REV. NICHOLAS WISEMAN, D.D. 

BISHOP OF MELIPOTAMU8.\ 

LECTURES on the PRINCIPAL DOCTRINES and PRAC- 
TICES of the CATHOLIC CHURCH, delivered at St. Mary’s, 
Moorfields, during the Lent of 1836. Second Edition, entirely 
revised and corrected by the Author. Two volumes in one, 12mo., 
price 5s. 6d., cloth. 

TWELVE LECTURES on the CONNECTION between 
SCIENCE and REVEALED RELIGION, with Map and Plates. 
The second Edition, in one voL, 8vo., price 12s., cloth lettered. 

LECTURES on the REAL PRESENCE of JESUS CHRIST in 
the Blessed Eucharist. Delivered in the English College, Rome. 
Part I. Scriptural Proof*, 8vo., price 8s. 6d., cloth boards. Part IL 
Proofs from Tradition, preparing for Press. 

A REPLY to Dr. Turton. — Pliilalethes Cantabrigiensis, the 
British Critic, and the Church of England Quarterly Review, on the 
Catholic Doctrine of the Eucharist. In 8vo., price 6s. boards. 

FOUR LECTURES on the OFFICES and CEREMONIES of 
HOLY WEEK, as Performed in the Papal Chapels, delivered in 
Rome in the Lent of 1837. Illustrated with Nine Beautiful Engrav- 
ings, and a Plan of the Papal Chapels. In 8vo., price 8s. 6d., in cloth 
boards. 

A LETTER addressed to the Rev. J. H. Newman, upon some 
Passages in his Letter to the Rev. Dr. Jelf. Fourth Edition, 8vo., Is. 

REMARKS on a Letter from the Rev. W. Palmer, M.A., of 
Worcester College, Oxford. In 8vo«, price 2s. 6d. 

A LETTER on CATHOLIC UNITY, addressed to the Right Hop 
the Earl of Shrewsbury. Iu 8vo., Is. 



Just published, the Second Edition, price 2s. 6d., cloth lettered. 

The LIVES of St. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI, St. FRANCIS DE 
GIROLAMO, St JOHN JOSEPH of the CROSS, St. PACIFICUS 
of SAN SEVERINO, and St. VERONICA GIUL1ANA, whose 
Canonization took place on Trinity Sunday, 26th of May. 1838. Edited 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Wiseman. 
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CONTRACTS; or, a PARALLEL, between the NOBLE 
EDIFICES of the MIDDLE AGES, and the Corresponding Build- 
ings of the Present Day, setting forth the present decay of pure taste. 
Adcompained by Appropriate text. By A. Wklby Pugin, Architect. 
In 1 vol. 4 to. Price £l. 10s. ; cloth lettered. The Second Edition, 
much enlarged. 

This edition, which contains several new and additional illustrations both 
on copper and wood, has been carefully purged of all the original errors, 
and many seeming inconsistencies explained, and the text has also been 
considerably enlarged. 

THE PRESENT STATE OF ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHI- 
TECTURE in ENGLAND. By A Welby Pugin, Esq. Illus- 
trated with Nineteen Engravings on Wood and Sixteen on Copper. 
8vo., price 9s., cloth. Republished from the Dublin Review. 



THE ENGLISH CATHOLIC LIBRARY, 

Being a Republication of some of the rare Controversial and Devo- 
tional Writings of the 15th and 16th Centuries. 

The First Volume consists of 

A SEARCH MADE into MATTERS OF RELIGION, by 
Fkancib Walsingham, Deacon of the Protestant Church, before his 
change to the Catholic. Wherein is related how first he fell into his 
doubts, and how, for final resolution thereof, he repaired unto his 
Majesty, who remitted him to the L. of Canterbury, and he to other 
learned men ; and what the issue was of all those Conferences. Form- 
ing a thick volume, crown 8vo., hansomely printed, price 8s. 

The Second Volume, price 3s. contains two rare works, entitled, 

A SHORT and PLAIN WAY to the CHURCH, composed many 
years since by that eminent divine, Mr. Richard Huddleston, of 
the English Congregation, of the Order of St. Benedict ; to which is 
annexed King Charles II.’s papers found in his closet, with an account of 
what occurred on his death-bed in regard to religion ; and a summary 
of occurences relating to his miraculous preservation after the defeat of 
his army at Worcester. Published by his nephew, Mr. John Huddleston, 
Priest of the same congregation. 

And 

ERASTUS SENIOR scholastically demonstrating this conclusion, 
that f admitting their Lambeth records for true) those called Bishops 
hero in England are no Bishops, either in order or jurisdiction, or 
so much as legal: in answer to Mason, Heylin, and BramhalL By 
Peter Talbot, Archbishop of Dublin, — first printed in 1662. 

The Third Volume is now at press, and will consist of some portion 
of the works of SIR THOMAS MORE. 

The Publisher respectfully solicits all persons who may be desirous 
of supporting the undertaking to forward their names to him at 
No. 61, New Bond- street, London, either direct or through the 
medium of their Booksellers. 
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Just Published, price 3s. 6<L, doth lettered, 

THORNBERRY ABBEY. 

▲ TALE OT 

THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 

Recently published, in 1 voL 8vo., price 12s., doth lettered, 

COLLECTIONS TOWARDS ILLUSTRATING the BIO- 
GRAPHY of the SCOTCH, ENGLISH, and IRISH MEMBERS 
of the SOCIETY of JESUS. By the Rev. Da. Oliver. 



The LIFE and INSTITUTE of the JESUITS. By the Roy. 
Father Ds Ravignan, of the Company of Jesus. Carefully translated 
from the Fourth Edition of the French. By Charles Sbagbr, MjL, 
price Is. 6d. 

Recently published, in Two Volumes Octavo, with plates, cloth let- 
tered, price £1. 

HISTORY of IRELAND, from the earliest Period to the Year 
1245, when the Annals of Boyle, which are adopted and embodied 
as the running text authority, terminate: with a brief essay on the 
Native Annalists and other sources for illustrating Ireland, and full 
Statistical and Historical Notices of the Barony of Boyle. By 
John D’Alton, Esq., fiarrister-at-Law, M.R.I.A., &c., &c., Ac. 

BRENAN (Rev. M. J., O.S.F.) An Ecclesiastical History of 
Ireland, from the Introduction of Christianity into that country to the 
jrar 1829. Dublin, 1840. 2 vols., 8vo., cloth, 15s. 

The ANGLICAN CHURCH, the CREATURE and SLAVE of 
the STATE. Being a refutation of certain Puseyite claims advanced 
on behalf of the Established Church, in a series of Lectures delivered 
before the Academy of the Catholic Religion, by the Rev. P. Cooper, 
of the Church of the Conception, Dublin, Prebendary, &c. 8vo. price 
4s. 6<L boards. ' 

The FLOWERS of HEAVEN; or, the Examples of the Saints, 
proposed to the Imitation of Christians. Translated from the French. 
In 1 voL, 18mo., cloth lettered, price 2s. 6d. 

The SINNER’S COMPLAINTS to GOD; being Devout Enter- 
tainments of the Soul with God, fitted for all States and Conditions of 
Christians, by the Rev. John Gothbr. A new Edition, in 1 voL, 
12mo., price 4s. 6d., cloth lettered. 



The GARDEN of the SOUL, or Manual of Spiritual Exercises 
and Instructions, stereotype edition, Is., neatly bound in doth. 

The same, also in cloth, stiffened covers, for cheap distribution, at 
only lOd. 

Approbation. — We, the undersigned, Vicar- Apostolic in the London 
District, approve of this edition of the Garden of the Soul, and recom- 
mend it to the use of the FaithfuL — Thomas, Bithop of Olena, V^AJjJk 



Just Published, price One Shilling in doth, or Is. 6d. bound in leather, 
THE OFFICE AND THE MASSES FOR THE DEAD; 
WITH THE ORDER OF BURIAL, 



From the Roman Breviary, Missal and Ritual in Latin and 
JJandsomely printed, uniform with the Missal and Vespers. 
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THE YOUNG COMMUNICANTS, by the Authoress of 
** Geraldine, a Tale of Conscience,” with the approbation of the Right 
Rev. D. Griffiths, Y. A. L., 18mo. price 2s. cloth. 

FATHER OSWALD, a Genuine Catholic Story, 1 toI. 12mo. 
price 6s. cloth lettered. 

This Story, as a Religious Novel, is well put together, and must 
not only prove interesting to those minds who seek Sacred Litera- 
ture, but to the general reader, and we strongly recommend a perusal.” — 
Blackwood* 8 Lady' 8 Magazine . 

A JOURNEY from LA TRAPPE to ROME. By the late 
Reverend Father Marie- Joseph de Gebamb, Abbot and Procu- 
rator of La Trappe. 12mo. price 6s. cloth. 

HISTORY of the LIFE of ST. JANE FRANCES DE 
CHANTAL, Foundress of the Order of the Visitation, collected 
from original Documents and Records. By the Rev. W. H. Coombes, 
D.D. 2 vols. 8vo. price 12s. 

A SHORT HISTORY of the PROTESTANT REFORMA- 
TION, principally as to its Rise and Progress in England, in a Series 
of Conferences held by the most eminent Protestant Historians of the 
present and former times. Edited by the Rev. H. Smith. 12mo. 
price 3s. 6<L 

ILLUSTRATIONS of the CORPORAL and SPIRITUAL WORKS of 
MERCY, in SIXTEEN Designs, engraved in outline, with descriptive 
Anecdotes, in Four Languages, and a Sketch of the Order of Mercy, by a 
Sister of the Religious Order of Our Lady of Mercy. 1 vol. oblong 4to. 
Handsomely bound in cloth and lettered. Price 10s. 6d. 

The JUVENILE COMPANION to the ATLAS, with some His- 
torical Notes. 18mo., Is. 6d., doth lettered. 

This useful little work was printed for the use of the convent at 
Winchester, and will be found of great utility to all who are engaged 
in rudimental instruction. 

A CATECHISM of the HISTORY of ENGLAND, by a Lady. 
18mo., Is. 



Lately republished, a new and very neat edition in 24mo., good 
type, of 

The CATECHISM, or CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE; by way of 
Question and Answer, illustrated by the Sacred Text and Tradition. 

N.B. This Catechism was composed by the Rev. A. Clinton. 



A NEW SERIES of READING LESSONS, from words of Two 
Letters and upwards, for the use of the Catholic Schools. Price 5s. 
the set of Fifty-eight Lessons. 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 



CATALOGUE OF BOOKS. 



LIFE and TIMES of SIR THOMAS MORE, illustrated from 
his own Writings and Contemporary Documents. ByW. J. Walter. 
With Portrait. Small 8vo. 3s. 

A GOLDEN TREATISE of MENTAL PRAYER* with divers 
Spiritual Rules and Directions, no less profitable than necessary for 
all sorts of people. First composed by the Venerable Blessed Father 
Peter de Alcantara, of the Seraphical Order of St Francis, 
beatified the 18th of April, 1622. Translated into English by Giies 
Willoughby. To which is prefixed a brief relation of the Life and 
Death of the same Father, written by Giles Willoughby, of the same 
Order and observance. 18mo. With a Portrait of the Venerable 
Author, and Engaved Title. 2s. 6d. cloth lettered. 

Also, uniform with the above, 

SOLILOQUIES; or, the DOCUMENTS of CHRISTIAN 
PERFECTION, composed by the Venerable and Famous Father 
Paul of St Magdalen (Henry Heath), of the Seraphic Order of 
the Friars Minors, at Douay, crowned with Martyrdom, at London, 
11th of April, 1643. Faithfully translated out of the Sixth and last 
Latin Edition into English, and published at Douay, in 1674, and 
illustrated with a Portrait of Father Paul. 18mo., with fine Portrait, 
and Engraved Title. 2s. 6d. cloth lettered. 

RULES of a CHRISTIAN LIFE, selected from the most 
approved Spiritual Writers. By the Rev. C. Premord, A.M., L.L. 
Second Edition, revised and corrected ; and to which are added, 
“ Letters on Matrimony — on the Choice of a State of Life — and on 
Monastic Institutions.” In 2 vols. 12mo. 10s. cloth. 

AN AMICABLE DISCUSSION on the CHURCH of EN- 
GLAND, and on the Reformation in general. Translated from 
the French of the “ Discussion Amicale,” by the Right Rev. Dr. 
Treverne, Bishop of Strasbourg, by the Rev. W. Richmond. In 
2 vols. 8 vo. boards, d£l.ls. 

CONSIDERATIONS on the EUCHARIST, viewed as the Gene- 
ative Dogma of Catholic Piety, translated from the French of the 
Abbe Ph. Gerbet, by a Catholic Clergyman. In 12mo. price 4s. 6d. 
cloth lettered. 

MERRYE ENGLANDE; or, the GOLDEN DAIES of GOODE 
QUEENE BESSE. 12mo. price 4s. 6d. boards. 

GERALDINE: a TALE of CONSCIENCE, by E. C. A. A new 
Edition, 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. uniform with the Standard Novels, 
price 6s. 

“ Considered as a romance, or rather as a novel instinct with genuine 
poesy, the poesy of action and of feeling, we confess that we no sooner get 
to the end of it than we immediately wish to begin it over again. Con- 
sidered as a composition, we commend it heartily to the student of style 
the English is elegant and finished ; is polished to the last delicacy of re- 
fined elaboration. These are great merits ; but greater are behind. For 
as a book of principle and of sentiment we have not words sufficiently to 
express our respect for a morality so pure and so exalted as that which' it 
v p ry charmingly inculcates .—Oxford and Cambridge Review, Oct., 1845. 

— 

| Google 




CHARLES DOLMAN 61, NEW BOND STREET. 



13 



Just published, in 8vo. price 2s. 

A BRIEF PLEA for the OLD FAITH and the OLD TIMES 
of MERRIE ENGLAND; when MEN had leisure for LIFE, and 
time to DIE; addressed principally to the Industrial Classes of his 
Fellow Countrymen and Women, by their sincere well-wisher, 
Frank Fairplay. 

DID the EARLY CHURCH in IRELAND ACKNOWLEDGE 
the POPE’S SUPREMACY? Answered in a Letter to Lord 
John Manners from Daniel Rock, D. D. In 8vo. price 3s. 6d. 
boards. 

LETTER from the EARL of SHREWSBURY to AMBROSE 
LISLE PHILLIPS, Esq., descriptive of the Estatica of Caldaro 
,nd Addolorata of Capriana, being a Second Edition, Revised and 
Enlarged; to which is added the relation of three successive visits 
o the Estatica of Monte Sansavino in May, 1842. 8vo. price 
is. 6dL boards. 



A MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS ON PLAIN-CHANT, OR 
IREGORIAN MUSIC, with Chants, as used in Rome, for High 
Vfass, Vespers, Complin, Benediction, Holy Week, and the Litanies. 
Compiled chiefly from Alfieri and Berti; with the approbation of the 
light Reverend Vicars Apostolic. By the Rev. Jambs Jones. 
.beautifully printed in red and black type, in small quarto, price 2s. 6d. 

APPROBATION. 

To the Rev. James Jones. — “ We approve of the Manual of In- 
itructions on Plain-Chant, or Gregorian Music, with the Chants, as 
ased in Rome, for High Mass, Vespers, Complin, Benediction, Holy 
Week, and the Litanies, compiled by you chiefly from Alfieri and 
Berti, and permit the use of it in our respective districts. 

^Thomas, Bishop of Cambyso-j>|<George,Bp. of Tloa, V.A. Lane. D. 

polis, V.AC.D. AJames, Bp. of Samaria, Coadjutor. 

^Nicholas, Bp. of Melipota- ^Thomas Joseph, Bp.of Apollonia, 
mus, Coadjutor. V.A. Welsh D. 

§ Thomas, Bp.of 01ena,V.A.L.D.W^Francis, Bp. ofAbydos, V.A.N.D. 
John, Bp. of Trachis,V.A. YD. William, Bp. of Longo, CoatBufcor. 
William, Bishop of Ariopolis, ^Charles, Bp. of Pella, V. A. W.D. 
V.A.E.D. | 

“ September, 1845.’* 

" A perfect vade-mecum for the Priest and the Choir, where the Grego- 
rian chant is preferred, as it always ought to be, to the unauthorized variety 
which prevails in most of our chapels and churches. The book is very 
neatly, nay, beautifully printed. We augur for it a deservedly extensive 
sale/* — Tablet , 25th October, 1845. 

u This book ought to be in the hands of every priest ; and by him forced 
into the hands oi every chorister in his church.” — Dolman's Magazine for 
November. 

THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH, translated from the Ger- 
man of the Rev. J. J. Ig. Dollinger, D.D., Professor of Theology in 
the Royal University of Munich, by the Rev. Edward Cox, D.D. 
President of St. Edmund's College. To be completed in seven or 
eight volumes. Vols. 1 to 4 are published, price £l. 14s. in cloth. 
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CATALOGUE OF BOOKS. 



SERMONS. 

CATHOLIC PULPIT, containing Sermons for all the Sundays 
and Holidays in the year. 2 vols., 8vo., 11s., bds. 

SERMONS on various Moral and Religious Subjects for all the 
Sundays and some of the Festivals of the year, by the Rev. James 
Archer, D.D. 2 vols., 8vo., £l. Is., boards. 

SERMONS for FESTIVALS, and a second series of Sermons for 
every Sunday in the year, by the Rev. James Archer, D.D., 2 vols., 
8vo., 18s., boards. 

FOUR MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS, by the Rev. James 
Archer, D.D., forming one thin volume, 8vo., 2s. 6d., boards. 

SERMONS on the GOSPELS for every Sunday in the year, by 
the Rev. James Wheeler. 2 vols., 8 vo., 18s. 

SERMONS for the DIFFERENT SUNDAYS of the year and 
some of the Festivals, and on other important subjects, by the Rev. 
Thomas White, arranged from his MSS. by the Rev. John Lingard, 
D.D. 2 vols., 8va, 18s. boards. 

PEACH (Rev. Edward), A Series of Familiar Discourses for every 
Sunday and Festival of the Year. 2 vols., 8va, boards, 10s. 

THE VESPERS BOOK, for the USE of the LAITY. 

According to the Roman Breviary, with the Offices of the English 
Saints, and all the New Offices in their respective places. Newly 
arranged and translated by the Rev. F. C. Husbnbeth, with the 
approbation of all the Right Rev. the Vicars- Apostolic of England. 
Second Edition, price 4s., bound in coloured leather. ^ 

approbations. 

We approve of the “ Vespers Book for the use of the Laity,” npwly 
arranged and translated by the Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, and permit the 
publication and Use of it in our respective Districts. 

^William, Bp. of Ariopolis, ^Nicholas, Bp. of Melipotamus 

V.A.E.D, Coadjutor. 

ifcPeter Augustin, Bp.* of Siga, AJobn. Bp. of Trachis, V.A.Y.D. 

• V*A.W.D. ► ◄Thomas, Bp. of Olena, V.A.LL) 

>J<Thomas, Bp. of Cambysopolis, ►◄George, Bp. of Tloa, V.A.L.D. 

V.A.C.D. ^Thomas Joseph, Bp. of Apob 

lonia, Y.A. Welsh D. 

June 25th, 1841. ►J<Francis, Bp. of Abydos, V.A.N.D. 

The NEW MONTH of MARY; or, Reflections for each Dav of 
the Month, on the different Titles applied to the Holy Mother of God 
in the Litany of Loretto: principally designed for the Month or May. 
By the Very Rev. P. R. Kenrick. In 18mo., price Is 6d. J 

THE \DEV0TI0N OF CALVARY, or Meditations on the Passion of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, from the French of Father J. Cra««t 
of the Society of Jesus. 

Done up in a neat wrapper, price One Shilling. 
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SYMBOLISM, OR* EXPOSITION OB THE DOCTRINAL DIF- 
FERENCES BETWEEN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS. As 
evidenced by their Symbolical Writings. By John A. Moehler, D.D., 
Dean of Wurzburg, and late Professor of Theology at the University of 
Munich. Translated from the German, with a Memoir of the Author, 
preceded by an Historical Sketch of the State of Protestantism and 
Catholicism in German for the last hundred years, by James Burton 
Robertson, Esq., translator of SchlegeTs “ Philosophy of History.” In 
2 vols. 8 vo. price 18s. boards. 

“ Moehler’ Symbolism” is indisputably the most powerful defence of 
Catholicism that has appeared in modern times, and, as such, is deserving 
of the most serious attention. It also tends, at the same time, towards a 
mutual reconciliation of the two parties, by exposing unreservedly, though 
dispassionately, their differences on points of faith; the arguments being 
reduced, as it were, almost to a simple comparison of the authentic docu- 
ments, of the different confessions. This celebrated work has already 
passed through Five Editions in Germany. 

Just published, in three Volumes, price 10s. 6d. each, cloth lettered, 

THE FAITH OF CATHOLICS on certain Points of Contro- 
versy, Confirmed by Scripture, and attested by the Fathers of the 
first five centuries of the Church. Revised and greatly enlarged, by 
the Rev. J. Watebworth. 

CONTENTS. 

Volume the Fiest. — The Rule of Faith; the Authority of the 
Church; the Marks of the Church. Unity, Visibility, Indefectibility, 
Apostolicity, Catholicity, Sanctity; the Roman Catholic Church; the 
Scriptures; the Church, the Expounder of the Scriptures; Private 
Judgment: Apostolical Tradition; the Councils. 

Volume the Second. — The Primacy of St. Peter and of his 
Successors; Baptism; Confirmation; the Eucharist; Discipline of the 
Secret; the Liturgies; Communion in One Kind; Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 

Volume the Third. — Penance, Contrition, Confession, Satisfac- 
tion; Indulgences; Purgatory; Extreme Unction; Holy Orders; 
Celibacy of the Clergy; Matrimony; Relics; Invocation of Angels 
and Saints; Precepts of the Church; Fast of Lent; Ceremonies; 
Sign of the Cross; Holy Water, General Index. 

The FLOWERS of PIETY, selected from approved sources, and ; 
adapted for general use. 48mo., cloth, Is.; roan, gilt edges, 2s. 

The DIAMOND CATHOLIC MANUAL, containing Spiritual 
Exercises and Devotions, with the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin 
and English. 48mo., cloth, 10d.; roan tuck, or roan embossed, ls.6d. 

The DEVOUT COMMUNICANT, or Pious Meditations and 
Aspirations for three days before and after receiving the Holy Eucha- 
rist. To which is addea, a method of visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
with fervent Prayers and Acts of Devotion. By the Rev. P. Baker, 
O.S.F. Price Is. 6d., bound in cloth, a new edition, in large type. 
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CATALOGUE OF BOOKS; 



The MISSAL for the USE of the LAITY : With the for 

all the Days throughout the year, according to the Roman Missal^ 
and those for the English Saints in their respective places. Newly 
arranged and in great measure translated by the Rev. F. C. Husbn- 
bxth. Fourth Edition, improved, with. a Supplement, containing the 
New Masses recently authorised for England. Price 5s. 6<L, em- 
bossed roan, gilt edges, and 7s. calf gilt. 

APPROBATIONS. 



We approve of the a Missal for the use of the Laity,” prepared by 
the Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, and permit the use of it in our respective 
Districts. 



^William, Bp. of Ariopolis 
V.A.E.D. 

iJiPeter Augustin, Bp. of Sign, 
V.A.W.D. 

^Thomas, Bp. of Cambysopolis, 
V.A.C.D. 

^Nicholas Bp. of Melipotamus, 
Coadjutor. 

January 12, 1843. 



>JJohn, Bp. of Trachis, Y.A.Y.D. 

► ^Thomas, Bp. of Olena, V.A.L.D; 

► «George, Bp. of Tloa, V. A.L.D. 
►J<Thoinas Joseph, Bp. of Apol- 

lonia, Y.A. Welsh D. 
►JdTrancis, Bp. of Abydos, V.A.N.D* 



N.B. — The Missal may be had either with or without Plates, at the 
option of the Purchaser. Some copies are kept bound in the ancient Mo- 
nastic Style of the Middle Ages, from designs by A. Welby Pugin, Esq., 
and adorned with brass corners and clasps in the same style; and also 
some are splendidly bound in rich velvet, with metal gilt corners and* 
clasps. 

ILLUSTRATIONS TO THE MISSAL. 



Plates designed by A Welby Pugin, 
2s. the Set, containing — 

The Celebration of High Mass 
The Crucifixion 

The Adoration of the Shepherds 
The Annunciation 
The Resurrection 
The Descent of the Holy Spirit 



N.B. — Copies are kept on Sale 
with an Illuminated Title in gold 
and colours, designed by A. W. 
Pugin, Esq., in every style of bind, 
ing. 



Twelve plates by Orerbeck, 5s. the 
Set, or separately 6d. each, viz. 
The Nativity 

The Saviour seated, bearing the. 
Cross 

The Death of St Joseph 
The Assumption of the B.V.M. 

The Last Supper 

The Mount of Olives 

Jesus stript of his Garments 

The Crucifixion 

The Entombment 

The Resurrection 

The Ascension 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit 



DESCRIPTION of the CHAPEL of the ANNUNZIATA 
DELL’ ARENA, or, GIOTTO’S CHAPEL, in PADUA. By 
Mrs. Callcott, Illustrated with Twelve Drawings by the late Sir 
Augustus Callcott. 

This work was privately printed for the Author in 1839, and is now 
for the first time offered for sale, price 7 s. 6d., in imperial quarto, 
i loth lettered. 
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DOLMAN’S SERIES 

OF 

HISTORICAL CATECHISMS, 

IN THE PRESS, 

To be Ready Shortly, Price Sixpence, 

A CATECHISM OF 

THE HISTORY OF GERMANY, 

By A. M. S. 

Also, 

A CATECHISM OF 

THE HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

By A. M. S. 



SEVERAL OTHERS ARE IN ACTIVE PREPARATION. 



NOTICE. 

%■* Some yean back the publication of a Series of Historical 
'Catechisms was commenced with a Catechism of the History of 
'England, published in 1840, after which the design was, from various 
•causes, interrupted and delayed ; but is now resumed with the intention 
of proceeding actively with the Series. 



THE FLOWERS OF HEAVEN, or the Examples of the Saints pro- 
posed to the imitation of Christians ; translated from the French of Abbd 
Orsini. 

1 vol. l£mo., neat in cloth, lettered, price 2 s. 6 d. 

MANUAL OF CATHOLIC MELODIES, or a compilation of Hymns 
Anthems, Psalms, &c., with appropriate Airs and Devotional Exercises, for 
the ordinary occasions of Catholic piety and worship. 

1 vol. I2mo., price 7s., done up neatly in cloth. 



Just Published, in post octavo, handsomely bonnd in Crimson Cloth, 
Price 7s. 6 d., and Gilt, 8 s. 6 d.-; 

Elegantly bound in Crimson Morocco, suitable for 
Christmas Presents, 15s. 3 

TALES OF THE CENTURY; 

OR 

SKETCHES OP THE 44 ROMANCE OP HISTORY," 
BETWEEN THE YEARS 1746 AND 1846. 

BY 

JOHN SOB1ESKI, & CHARLES EDWARD STUART. 
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CATALOGUE OF BOOKS. 



DOLMAN’S 



MAGAZINE, AND MONTHLY MISCELLANY 



or 



Edited by the Rev. EDWARD PRICE, 
Aided by occasional contributions from 



The Rev. Dr. Lingard, 

“ Rev. Dr. Rock, 

“ Rev. M. A. Tierney, f.s.a.,p.r.s. 
J. R. Beste, Esa., 

L. S. Buckingham, Esa., 



C. E. Jkrningham, Esa., 
John Keegan, Esa., 

C. Kent, Esa., 

W. Turnbull, Esa., 
and others. 



Vols. I. to IV, being completed, may be had, bound in cloth and lettered, 
price 10s. 6d. each, or £1 10s. for the set. 



Published Monthly, price 2s. 



The LIFE and PASSION of OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
illustrated in Twelve Plates, engraved on steel from the designs of 
Frederick Overbeck. 



Proofs on India paper, price 10s. the set; single plates Is. each. 
Plain prints, price 5s. the set; single plates, 6d. each. 

LIST OF THE PLATES. 



The Nativity 

The Saviour seated, bearing the 
Cross 

The Death of St. Joseph 
The Assumption of tlie B. V. M. 
The Last Supper 
The Mount- of Olives 



Jesus stript of his Garments 
The Crucifixion 
The Entombment 
The Resurrection 
The Ascension 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit 



Also a beautiful Engraving from the design of Frederic Overbeck, 
of the 



DEAD CHRIST and the BLESSED VIRGIN, engraved by 
Lewis Gruner. Proofs on India paper; 4s.; plain prints, Is. 6d. 

T HE GOOD SHEPHERD, by Frederic Orerbeck, engraved by 
Lewis Gubneb. Proofs on India paper,'3s- j plain prints,' Is. 6d. 



Jnst Published, the Second Edition, enlarged, price Is. 
THE CHILD’S PRAYER-BOOK, by a Mothee. 
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AT PRESS. 

The SPIRITUAL EXERCISES of St IGNATIUS. Trana- 
lated from the Latin by C. Seager, M.A., with a Preface by the 
Right Rev. N. Wiseman, D.D., Bishop of Melipotamua. 



IN THE PRESS. 

A. SELECTION of ESSAYS and ARTICLES from the “ Dublin Re- 
view," by the Right Rev. Dr. Wiseman, Bishop of Melipotamus. 

Part I.— THEOLOGICAL. 

1st. On Protestantism. — On the Oxford Controversy — Tracts for the 
Times — Anglican Theory of Dogmatic Authority — Anglican Claims of 
Apostolical Succession — Catholic and Anglican Churches — Froude’s Re- 
mains — Protestantism of the Anglican Church — The Anglican System — 
The Fourth of October. 

2nd. On Catholic Topics. — Catholicity in England — Catholic Ver- 
sion of Scripture — Christian Inscription — Prayer and Prayer-books—* 
National Holy Days — Minor Rites and Offices — Ancient and Modern 
Christianity. 

Part II.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

1st. Historical. — Authority of Holy See in America — St. Elizabeth 
of Hungary— Pope Boniface VIII.— Persecution in Prussia — Russia. 

2nd. On Italy. — Religions in Italy — Italian Guides and Tourists — Su- 
perficial Travelling — Italian Gesticulation — Roman Forum. 

To form Two Volumes. 8vo. 

Subscribers* names received by C. Dolman, 61, New Bond-street, and all 
other Booksellers. 



Just Published, in 8vo. price 2s. 6d. 

REMARKS upon certain ANGLICAN THEORIES of UNITY, 
by Edward Healey Thompson, M. A. 

Just Published, in two Volumes, 12mo., price 10s., cloth lettered, 

TALES EXPLANATORY OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

By the Authoress of 

GERALDINE, A Tale of Conscience, 

Containing 

1. — The Vigil of St. Laurence. 

2. — Blanche’s Confirmation. 

3. — The Sister Penitents. 

4. — The Altar at Woodbank. 

5. — Clyff Abbey, or the Last Anointing. 

6. — The Priest of Northumbria; an Anglo-Saxon Tale. 

7. — The Spousal Cross. 
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IN THE PRESS. 

THE HISTORY OF SAINT BERNARD, 

PART THE FIRST. 

THE MONASTIC ORDER PREVIOUS TO ST. BERNARD. 

BY 

CHARLES COUNT DE MONTALEMBERT, 

Translated from the French 
By C. F. AUDLEY, Ebo. 

In Two Volumes, 8vo. 

Now in coarse of publication, 

In Weekly Numbers Price One Shilling, beautifully 0 lustrated. 
THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS. Written anew from Ancient Docu- 
ments and Traditions, by a Society of Catholic clergymen and writers, 
under the direction of a committee, appointed by his Grace the Archbishop 
of Paris, translated from the French under the superintendence of M. 0. 
Sullivan. Each page is illustrated with numerous engravings, representing 
the principal incidents in the life of each saint. 

The first page contains a splendid steel engraving, and all the other 
pages are embellished with wood-cut illustrations. Each number, printed 
upon superfine vellum paper, contains the life of a saint, in eight qu^ 
pages, in a neatly stitched ornamental cover. 

Now in course of publication, in monthly parts, price 2s., each, a nev 
and elegant edition, in large quarto, of the 
HOLY CATHOLIC BIBLE. Translated from the Latin Vul- 
gate. Diligently Compared with the Hebrew, Greek, and other 
editions, in divers languages. The Old Testament, first published by 
the English College at Douay, a.d. 1609; and the New Testament, first 
published by the English College at Rheims, a.d. 1582; with useful 
Notes, selected from the most eminent Commentators and the most 
able and judicious critics. 

By the Rev. GEORGE LEO HAYDOCK. 

Enriched with superb Engravings. Published with the approbation of 
the Right Rev. Dr. Scott, Bishop of Eretria and Vicar- Apostolic in 
the Western District of Scotland, and the Bight Rev. Dr. Murdoch, 
Bishop of Castahala, Coadjutor. 

The work will be embellished with splendid Engravings on Steel, 
and will be completed in about Twenty-five Parts, at 2s. each, 
w We hail the appearance of this quarto edition of the Holy Scriptures 
with great satisfaction. Such a one has been long wanted amongst os. 
The notes are very ample ; equal, in bulk, to one-third of the text They 
are selected from the best authorities — those of Dr. Challoner being re- 
tained entire. The type is large and clear ; and the engraving on steel of 
the Madonna della Seggiola, gives high promise of the illustrations that 
are to follow. We shallwatch this publication with interest ; and do not 
doubt that the excellent style in which it is put forth, and its cheapness, 
will entitle it to the support of all Catholics. Who would be without a 
large Catholic Bible when such an one can be obtained on such terms f- 
Dolmaris Magazine for November . 

NB. Other Editions of the Holy Bible will be found in C. Dolman's 
General Catalogue . 
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